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Today's Message: JUBILEE PROCLAIMED! 
 Luke 4:14-22 
 Pastor Gary Stump 
 
Don’t we all long to be free?  For an American, freedom is one of our most cherished blessings… 
 

British American 
God save our gracious King, 
Long live our noble King, 
God save the King! 
Send him victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
Long to reign over us, 
God save the King! 

My country, 'tis of thee, 
Sweet land of liberty, 
Of thee I sing; 
Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the pilgrims' pride, 
From ev'ry mountainside 
Let freedom ring! 

 
“I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!” –Patrick Henry, 
the Second Virginia Convention March 20, 1775 
 
Statue of Liberty poem by Emma Lazarus, The New Colossus 

“Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 

 
“And when this happens, and when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every 
hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, 
Black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing 
in the words of the old Negro spiritual: Free at last. Free at last. Thank God Almighty, we are free at last.”  

--Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I Have a Dream Speech Aug. 28, 1963 
 

As wonderful as it is, will political and religious freedom satisfy our souls? 
 
Jesus declared a special FREEDOM to all who would receive it… 
Luke 4:14–22 (NLT) Then Jesus returned to Galilee, filled with the Holy Spirit’s power. Reports about him spread 
quickly through the whole region. 15 He taught regularly in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 16 
When he came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he went as usual to the synagogue on the Sabbath 
and stood up to read the Scriptures. 17 The scroll of Isaiah the prophet was handed to him. He unrolled the scroll 
and found the place where this was written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring 
Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the 
oppressed will be set free, 19 and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come.” 20 He rolled up the scroll, handed it 
back to the attendant, and sat down. All eyes in the synagogue looked at him intently. 21 Then he began to speak 
to them. “The Scripture you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!” 22 Everyone spoke well of him and was 
amazed by the gracious words that came from his lips. “How can this be?” they asked. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”  
 

תמדקתמ הליהקה

NWARD
CHURCH

10:30am Sunday 13095 Publishers Drive, Fishers



Using this text from Isaiah 61, Jesus proclaimed that He was the Messiah 
v. 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 
 

Luke 3:22 (NLT) and the Holy Spirit, in bodily form, descended on him like a dove.  
 
v. 18 for the Lord has anointed me 
 

Anointed ( חַׁשָמ ) = root for word Messiah 
 
v. 18 to bring Good News  
 

Good new = (εὐαγγελίζω) to evangelize 
 
v. 18 to the poor 
 

Luke 6:20 (NLT) “God blesses you who are poor, for the Kingdom of God is yours.”  
 

Poor = not primarily economic or spiritual poverty, but those of low status with diminished honor (Joel 

Green, Luke: Erdmans New Intl. Commentary) 

 
v. 18 He has sent me to proclaim… 
 

Sent = (ἀποστέλλω) root word Apostle 
Proclaim = (κηρύσσω) to announce in a formal or official manner by means of a herald or one who 
functions as a herald 
 

a. that captives will be released 
 

Matthew 11:28 (NLT) Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.”  

 
b. that the blind will see 
 

Acts 26:17–18 (NLT) “ ‘Yes, I am sending you to the Gentiles 18 to open their eyes, so they may turn from 
darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God. Then they will receive forgiveness for their sins and 
be given a place among God’s people, who are set apart by faith in me.’” 

 
c. that the oppressed will be set free 
 

Isaiah 58:6 (NLT) “No, this is the kind of fasting I want: Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; lighten the 
burden of those who work for you. Let the oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind people.”  

 
v. 19 and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come.” 
 
Jesus proclaimed a permanent JUBILEE 
Leviticus 25:8–10 (NLT) “In addition, you must count off seven Sabbath years, seven sets of seven years, adding up 
to forty-nine years in all. 9 Then on the Day of Atonement in the fiftieth year, blow the ram’s horn loud and long 
throughout the land. 10 Set this year apart as holy, a time to proclaim freedom throughout the land for all who live 
there. It will be a jubilee year for you, when each of you may return to the land that belonged to your ancestors 
and return to your own clan.”  



 
Year of Jubilee: 
• All prisoners and captives were set free 
• All slaves were released 
• All debts were forgiven 
• All property was returned to its original owners. 
 
Jubilee means Freedom:  Freedom in Messiah 
John 8:36 (NLT) “So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free.”  
 
Freedom from want 
Luke 12:31 (NLT) “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and he will give you everything you need.”  
 
Freedom from fear 
Luke 12:32 (NLT) “So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give you the Kingdom.”  
 
SO WHAT?   Are you living in the freedom Jesus has provided? 
 
Pastor Bobby Davis. Saved by Still Enslaved: Breaking Free from Strongholds* 
But the truth is, I did not need to get “re-saved,” I just needed to deal with the strongholds in my life and 
walk in the freedom Jesus had already purchased for me on the cross.  (Davis, 5). 
 
And the question becomes, do you want to solve this problem or just continue to stay stuck?  (Davis, 17). 
 
We say we want to get free of that which binds us, but when it comes down to doing the hard work that 
getting free sometimes takes, we would rather stay enslaved. (Davis, 60). 
 
“Remember the three keys to…getting free and staying free from any stronghold. (1) Soak in the Scriptures. 
Study God’s Word, memorize it and apply it to your life. (2) Be saturated with the Spirit. With God working 
with you, you can overcome anything. (3) Be surrounded by the saints. Refuse to travel alone, and do not 
pretend that you have everything figured out for yourself. We all need fellowship, and that is where the 
Church comes in… It comes down to this: Stay in the Word, stay in the Spirit and stay in fellowship. (Davis, 
148). 
 
We must stay free! 
Galatians 5:1a (NLT) So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you stay free. 
 
 
 
________________ 
* Robert Davis. Saved but Still Enslaved: Breaking Free from Strongholds. Bloomington, MN: Chosen Books, 2014.  
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ONWARD CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, January 22, 2023 
 
1. JANUARY 28TH 7PM FISHERS COMEDY & MAGIC PRESENTS: an evening of pure entertainment with our own 
David Pendleton, Magician Jon Mobley, and comedians Robert G. Lee & John Branyan.  $25 per person.  Space limited.  
To purchase tickets fisherscomedyandmagic.com.    
 
2.  MARRIAGE RETREAT FEBRUARY 4-5—Brown County Inn.  Reservations must be made by calling Brown County 
Inn 1-800-772-5249.  King rooms - $116 per night; Queen rooms - $107 per night.  Please give Onward Church promo 
code 0642 when reserving.  Rooms are limited and have been released.  Make your reservation immediately. 
 

2023 Onward Marriage Retreat Program 
 

Speaker: Matthew A. Vander Wiele, Ed. D. 
  

Theme: Exploring Famous Marriages from Scripture 
Session 1: The Ideal of Marriage – Adam and Eve 
Session 2: The Reality of Marriage – Abram and Sarai 
Session 3: The Redemption and Restoration of Marriage – Jesus and the Church 
 

Saturday, February 4th  Sunday, February 5th  
      Room Check-In                 
      Session 1                                       
      Free Time/Dinner                       
      Session 2                                      

4:00 pm (maybe earlier) 
2:00pm – 3:30ish 
4:00pm – 7:30pm 
7:30pm – 9:00ish 

      Room Checkout                  
      Session 3                        
      Free Time! 

Before Session 
9:30am–11:00ish 

  

 Note: 
• Light refreshments and snacks will be served at all sessions! 
• Booklets provided! 
• Bring – Bible, Journal, Pen and SPOUSE!! 
• Have Fun! 

 
3. LADIES BIBLE STUDY BEGINS WEDNESDAY @ 9:30am—Each Wednesday at Kathy Stump’s house (12928 
Whitehaven Lane, Fishers). Studying the Psalms using David Helm’s One-to-One method to create excellent 
discussions.  
 
4.  2023 ONWARD TO JERUSALEM BIBLE STUDY TOUR OCTOBER 20-31, 2023—Walk where Jesus walked and see 
the Bible comes alive as Pastor Gary and our good friend Dr. Moshe Loewenthal lead us on this incredible tour.  
Estimated cost: $3,950 per person (double occupancy).   
 
5. MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP SUNDAY NIGHT 6-8PM Dinner provided.  New study begins “SALT: Creating 
Thirst.” 
 
6. HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY—beginning this Wednesday 6-8pm at Cynthia 
Brown’s house (14079 Clifton Ct., Fishers). 
 
7. SUMMER YOUTH CAMPS—High School (Grades 9-12) June 12-16.  Middle School (Grades 6-8) June 21-25. See 
Pastor Jerry for more info. 
 
8. PAL (“PARENTS OF ADDICTED LOVED ONES”) MEETING—This is for families of 
adult children dealing with substance addiction.  Every Tuesday night, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Free weekly meetings.   Dr. Nancy Smith, facilitator. For more information, contact 
nancy1108smith@gmail.com or 317-508-8149.   
 
9. ONWARD PRAYER RESPONSE CARD ONLINE—To make it easier for some, you can 
scan this QR code in order to complete your Prayer Response Card. 
 


