
 

MESSAGE OUTLINE 
SUNDAY, December 18, 2022 

Merry Christmas!  Happy Hanukkah! 
 

 
Today's Message: CHRISTMAS LIGHT 

Luke 2:1-7 
 Pastor Gary Stump 
 
What is it about the Lights of Christmas?  Why are lights so much a part of this season…Christmas and 
Hanukkah? 
 
Let’s set the context with the Christmas Story… 
Luke 2:1–7 (NLT) At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the 
Roman Empire. 2 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 All returned to their own 
ancestral towns to register for this census. 4 And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to 
Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 5 He took with him 
Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her 
baby to be born. 7 She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no lodging available for them.  
 
Brilliant Lights with His Birth Announcement 
Luke 2:9 (NLT) Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded 
them. They were terrified,  
 
Hanukkah: The Feast of Dedication—the Festival of Lights 
John 10:22–30 (NLT) It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time of Hanukkah, the Festival of 
Dedication. 23 He was in the Temple, walking through the section known as Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The people 
surrounded him and asked, “How long are you going to keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 
Jesus replied, “I have already told you, and you don’t believe me. The proof is the work I do in my Father’s name. 26 But 
you don’t believe me because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one can snatch them away from me, 29 for my Father has given 
them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. No one can snatch them from the Father’s hand. 30 The Father 
and I are one.”  
 
Josephus (37-100AD)  “They made it a law for their posterity that they should keep a festival celebrating the 
restoration of their Temple worship for eight days. And from that time to this we celebrate this, which we call the 
Festival of Lights, because, I imagine, beyond our hopes this right was brought to light, and so this name was 
placed on the festival.”  
 
“The word Hanukkah means dedication. Hanukkah is not just about lighting candles. It is about dedicating and 
rededicating oneself to a life by God’s Word. It is a Jewish thought that every human being is supposed to make 
of himself a temple, a sanctuary by learning the values of God’s Word. In this way, he spreads light into the 
world.” –Kees de Vreugd, Christians4Israel 
 
Isaiah said Messiah will be God’s Light to the world 
Isaiah 49:5–6 (NASB95) And now says the Lord, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back 
to Him, so that Israel might be gathered to Him (For I am honored in the sight of the Lord, And My God is My strength), 6 
He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the 
preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth.”  
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Simeon said Messiah will be God’s Light to the world 
Luke 2:30–32 (NLT) I have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared for all people. 32 He is a light to reveal God to 
the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!”  
 
The Word Is the Light 
John 1:1–18 (NLT) In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through 
him. 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. 6 God sent a man, John the Baptist, 7 to tell about the light so that 
everyone might believe because of his testimony. 8 John himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about 
the light. 9 The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He came into the 
very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. 11 He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. 12 
But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. 13 They are reborn—not 
with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. 14 So the Word became 
human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the 
glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 15 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one I was 
talking about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’ ” 16 
From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses, 
but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, 
who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.  
 
Light vs. Darkness 
John 3:16–21 (NLT) “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the 
world through him. 18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in 
him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son. 19 And the judgment is based on this fact: 
God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20 All who 
do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21 But those who do what is right come 
to the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.” 
 

Note: When you turn on light in the darkness, moths are drawn and cockroaches scatter! 
 
“I AM the Light of the world” 
John 8:12 (NLT)  Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t 
have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.” 
 

Helen Keller w/ Billy Graham: “I’m glad I’m blind.  I see so much more clearly.  I have walked with men whose 
eyes are full of light but cannot see.” 
 

SO WHAT?   Will you walk as children of Light? 
Ephesians 5:8–9 (NIV) For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the 
fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth)  
 
Hanukkah: The Festival of Lights reminds us of past and future plan of God to bring the Light into the world 
 
Jesus the Light of the world had come!  
 
During this Festival of Lights let us be light to others…  
Matthew 5:16 (NIV) “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven.” 
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ONWARD CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, December 18, 2022 
 
1.  XMAS EVE EVE SERVICE @ 7PM Special joyful surprise for kids, a gift for each family, and a devotional book for 
each person.  Come celebrate with us and share the JOY! 
 
2.  MARRIAGE RETREAT FEBRUARY 4-5—Brown County Inn.  Reservations must be made by calling Brown County 
Inn 1-800-772-5249.  King rooms - $116 per night; Queen rooms - $107 per night.  Please give Onward Church promo 
code 0642 when reserving.  Rooms are limited and will only be held until January 5, 2023. 
 
3.  2023 ONWARD TO JERUSALEM BIBLE STUDY TOUR OCTOBER 20-31, 2023—Walk where Jesus walked and see 
the Bible comes alive as Pastor Gary and our good friend Dr. Moshe Loewenthal lead us on this incredible tour.  
Estimated cost: $3,950 per person (double occupancy).   
 
4. WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASSES—SMALL GROUPS STARTING JANUARY 4TH 7:00-8:15PM on the  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month, Adult Small Groups and Children Small Groups will be meeting at church.   
 
5. YOUTH SUNDAY NIGHT 6-8PM Bible Study: Gifts of the Magi.  Dinner provided. 
 
6. CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

Dec. 23 Christmas Eve Eve Service at 7pm 
Dec. 25 No worship Christmas Day 
Jan. 1 Prayer Service 10:30am 

 
7. PAL (“PARENTS OF ADDICTED LOVED ONES”) MEETING—This is for families of adult children dealing with 
substance addiction.  Every Tuesday night, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Free weekly meetings.   Dr. Nancy Smith, facilitator. For 
more information, contact nancy1108smith@gmail.com or 317-508-8149.   
 
8. ONWARD PRAYER RESPONSE CARD ONLINE—To make it easier for some, you can 
scan this QR code in order to complete your Prayer Response Card. 
 
9.  DONATE BIBLES FOR CHRISTMAS in memory of or in honor of loved ones through 
the Gideons.  See the display on the table in the worship area. 
 
 
 


