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Today's Message: VISION FOR MESSIAH 

Luke 1-2 
 Pastor Gary Stump 
 
How do we cast vision for our children?   
 

We can learn to cast vision for our children from how the Father cast vision for His Son, the Messiah. 
 

The Father was very clear in giving His Son a vision for His life… 
 
GABRIEL’S VISION OF THE MESSIAH 
Luke 1:31–35 (NLT) You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be very great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will reign over Israel 
forever; his Kingdom will never end!”… So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God.  
 
Jesus = Yeshua = Yahweh is salvation 
Zechariah 3:8 (NLT) “Listen to me, O Jeshua the high priest, and all you other priests. You are symbols of things to come. 
Soon I am going to bring my servant, the Branch.  
 
He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High  
Isaiah 9:6 (NLT) For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David 
Isaiah 11:1 (NLT) Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot— yes, a new Branch bearing fruit from the old root.  
 
And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end! 
Psalm 89:35–37 (NLT) I have sworn an oath to David, and in my holiness I cannot lie: 36 His dynasty will go on forever; his 
kingdom will endure as the sun. 37 It will be as eternal as the moon, my faithful witness in the sky!” Interlude  
 
The baby to be born will be holy 
Isaiah 53:11b (TLV) The Righteous One, My Servant will make many righteous and He will bear their iniquities.  
 
He will be called the Son of God. 
Psalm 2:7 (NLT) The king proclaims the Lord’s decree: “The Lord said to me, ‘You are my son. Today I have become your 
Father.’”  
 

Matthew 16:15–16 (NLT) Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  

 
ZECHARIAH’S VISION OF THE MESSIAH 
Luke 1:68–75 (NLT) “Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited and redeemed his people. 69 He has sent us a 
mighty Savior from the royal line of his servant David, 70 just as he promised through his holy prophets long ago. 71 Now we 
will be saved from our enemies and from all who hate us. 72 He has been merciful to our ancestors by remembering his 
sacred covenant— 73 the covenant he swore with an oath to our ancestor Abraham. 74 We have been rescued from our 
enemies so we can serve God without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness for as long as we live.  
 
Redeemed His people 
Job 19:25 (NLT) “But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and he will stand upon the earth at last.”  
 

Isaiah 59:20 (NLT) “The Redeemer will come to Jerusalem to buy back those in Israel who have turned from their sins,” says 
the Lord.  
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Remembering the covenant he swore with an oath to our ancestor Abraham 
Genesis 17:7 (NLT) “I will confirm my covenant with you and your descendants after you, from generation to generation. This 
is the everlasting covenant: I will always be your God and the God of your descendants after you.”  
 
THE ANGELS’ VISION OF THE MESSIAH 
Luke 2:11 (NLT) The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!  
 

Born today in Bethlehem, the city of David 
Micah 5:2 (NLT) But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel 
whose origins are in the distant past, will come from you on my behalf.  
 
SIMEON’S VISION OF THE MESSIAH 
Luke 2:29–32, 34-35 (NLT) “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. 30 I have seen your 
salvation, 31 which you have prepared for all people. 32 He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your 
people Israel!”… 34 Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many 
in Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. 35 As a result, the 
deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.”  
 

He is a light to reveal God to the nations 
Isaiah 49:6 (NLT) He says, “You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me. I will make you a light to the Gentiles, 
and you will bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.”  
 

This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and many others to rise 
Isaiah 8:14 (NLT) He will keep you safe. But to Israel and Judah he will be a stone that makes people stumble, a rock that 
makes them fall. And for the people of Jerusalem he will be a trap and a snare.  
 

Paul is referring to this truth when he writes… 
Romans 11:25–26 (NLT) I want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and sisters, so that you will not feel 
proud about yourselves. Some of the people of Israel have hard hearts, but this will last only until the full number of 
Gentiles comes to Christ. 26 And so all Israel will be saved. As the Scriptures say, “The one who rescues will come from 
Jerusalem, and he will turn Israel away from ungodliness.  

 
THE POWER OF A FATHER’S BLESSING 
Luke 3:22b (NLT) And a voice from heaven said, “You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy.”  
 
Bill Glass noted that a father’s blessing contains three elements: (1) Belonging; (2) Affection; and (3) Value. 
 
“You are…MY Son”  
“You are my DEARLY LOVED Son.”   
“You bring me GREAT JOY!” which expresses the value that the Son brings to the Father by being in His life.   
 

The Father did not bless the Son because of what He did (Jesus had not at this point even begun His ministry), but He 
blessed His Son because of who He IS! 
 

As you bless your child God’s way, you are providing them with clear identity, confidence of your love, and instilling in 
them a sense of worth.  You are casting vision for who they will become as they live into the image given them 
through their father’s or mother’s eyes.   
 
SO WHAT?   Christmas is the perfect time to bless your children, your grandchildren, and special people in your life. 
 

Psalm 139:5 (NLT) You go before me and follow me. You place your hand of blessing on my head.  
 

What if we were like our Heavenly Father and blessed others? 
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ONWARD CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, December 11, 2022 
 
1.  XMAS EVE EVE SERVICE @ 7PM Special joyful surprise for kids, a gift for each family, and a devotional book for 
each person.  Come celebrate with us and share the JOY! 
 
2.  CHRISTMAS GIVING PROJECTS  
 

a.  Metropolitan Baptist Center—Collecting until December 11th  
400 Jars of Peanut Butter (we’ve committed to this) 

  Some places have quantity limits.  Wholesale Clubs (Sam’s, Costco, etc) are good options.   
Additional: TUNA—as many cans of tuna as you can find. 

*Bring them to the carport at the back of the building before church on the 4th, and 11th.   
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!  
□ December 17th  10am-2pm: Groups of 3-4 to help pack food bags, and help bring them to cars as people arrive 

to pick them up at the center (downtown). 
□ December 17th 10am-2pm: Groups of 10-15 to help distribute food bags at apartment homes. 

 
b.  Hamilton County Life Center—Immediate & Specific Needs!!!  Collecting until December 18th  
• WINTER Sleepers/PJ’s for Girls 3T (footie pj’s, long sleeve/pants) 
• WINTER Outfits – Girls 3T  
• WINTER Pants/Jeans – Boys 4T 
• Socks 2T-4T – Boys and Girls 
• Books – 3, 4, 5 year olds (Topics: Jesus, Nature, Science, Letters/Numbers, I-Spy, Pets, Classic Children’s 

Literature).  Some in Spanish are helpful. 
*They are happy to accept gently used items, if available. 

 
3.  MARRIAGE RETREAT FEBRUARY 4-5—Brown County Inn.  Reservations must be made by calling Brown County 
Inn 1-800-772-5249.  King rooms - $116 per night; Queen rooms - $107 per night.  Please give Onward Church promo 
code 0642 when reserving.  Rooms are limited and will only be held until January 5, 2023. 
 
4. WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASSES—SMALL GROUPS STARTING JANUARY 4TH 7:00-8:15PM on the  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month, Adult Small Groups and Children Small Groups will be meeting at church.  
Please indicate your interest in attending by completing the enclosed card. 
 
5. YOUTH SUNDAY NIGHT 6-8PM (for next 2 Sundays):  New Bible Study: Gifts of the Magi.  Dinner provided. 
 
6. CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

Dec. 23 Christmas Eve Eve Service at 7pm 
Dec. 25 No worship Christmas Day 
Jan. 1 Prayer Service 10:30am 

 
7. PAL (“PARENTS OF ADDICTED LOVED ONES”) MEETING—This is for families of adult children dealing with 
substance addiction.  Every Tuesday night, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Free weekly meetings.   Dr. Nancy Smith, facilitator. For 
more information, contact nancy1108smith@gmail.com or 317-508-8149.   
 
8. ONWARD PRAYER RESPONSE CARD ONLINE—To make it easier for some, you can 
scan this QR code in order to complete your Prayer Response Card. 
 
9.  DONATE BIBLES FOR CHRISTMAS in memory of or in honor of loved ones through 
the Gideons.  See the display on the table in the worship area. 
 
 
 


