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Schedule 
 

SEPTEMBER 9-11, 2022  |  BLUE GATE INN, SHIPSHEWANA 
 

THEME:  PRACTICING BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP IN THE FAMILY 
 
Friday, September 9 
 

3:00pm Check-in         Dinner on your own 
 

7:30pm                Empress Room (2nd Floor) 
SESSION 1: Hearing God’s Word in your Family 

 

9:00pm Ice Cream Social Free Time—Family Activities 
 
Saturday, September 10 
 

7:00-9:00am Buffet Breakfast 
 

9:00am               Empress Room (2nd Floor) 
SESSION 2:  Learn God’s Word in your Family:  

Learning to Fear the LORD in Language and Truth 
 

10:30am Planning Games & Activities 
  Lunch on your own 
  Free Time 
 

5:30pm Dinner at Hoosier Banquets    
(6335 W 200 N, Shipshewana, IN 46565) 

 

7:30pm              Empress Room (2nd Floor) 
SESSION 3:  Obeying God’s Word in the Family:  

Doing Must Become Being 
 

9:00pm Free time 
 
 
Sunday, September 11 
 

7:00-9:00am  Buffet Breakfast 
 

  9:00am SESSION 4:  Panel Discussion  
 

10:30pm Family Camp Photo 
 

11:00am Check-out 
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Practicing Biblical Discipleship in the Family 
Session 1: Hearing God’s Word in your Family 

Onward Family Camp 2022 
Prepared by: Matthew A. Vander Wiele, Ed. D. 

“I knew that my grandmother’s experiences with God were not 
lacking and that she lived a richly interactive life with God. Yet the 
language “hearing God” made her feel like an outsider looking in. She 
was befuddled by the descriptions others make – which in many cases 
may actually involve reducing the intimacy of the communion which 
God desires to the notion of straining for the sound of an audible 
voice or “getting a word” after letting a Bible fall open.” – Dallas 
Willard, Hearing God, Preface 

 “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules[a]—that 
the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in 
the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2 that you may fear 
the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his 
statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of 
your life, and that your days may be long. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and 
be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may 
multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in 
a land flowing with milk and honey.4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, 
the LORD is one.[b] 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You 
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates. (Deuteronomy 6:1-9) 

Then Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of 
Levi, who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to all the 
elders of Israel. 10 And Moses commanded them, “At the end of every 
seven years, at the set time in the year of release, at the Feast of 
Booths, 11 when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God 
at the place that he will choose, you shall read this law before all 
Israel in their hearing. 12 Assemble the people, men, women, and 
little ones, and the sojourner within your towns, that they may hear 
and learn to fear the LORD your God, and be careful to do all the 
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words of this law, 13 and that their children, who have not known 
it, may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as you live 
in the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess.” 
(Deuteronomy 31: 9-13) 

What are the essentials for practicing biblical discipleship in the 
family in any environment? What principles MUST we be teaching 
our children and practicing in our biblical communities in order to 
allow our children to know the TRUTH of God and then 
EXPERIENCE Him in their life?  
Background to the TEXT for the weekend…. 
Moses is speaking to Israel about his death – The inflection is that of 
someone who is prepared to die and EXPECTS God’s Word to 
continue to the next generation.  
 So Moses continued to speak these words to all Israel. 2 And he said 
to them, “I am 120 years old today. I am no longer able to go out and 
come in. The LORD has said to me, ‘You shall not go over this 
Jordan.’ (Deuteronomy 31: 1- 2) 
As a precursor to the main points – we understand that the Old 
Testament is not the New Covenant – God’s Word, however, is still 
His Word – Jesus is the “living Word of God” – It is important to note 
that before Moses dies – the reading of “God’s Word” every 7 years is 
a change in that the new norm will not be God audibly speaking to 
another human – but the rehearsing and hearing of God’s Word being 
spoken.  
Disciple and discipleship defined – 3 major aspects to being a disciple 
–  

1. Hear/Learner – Discipleship translates “learner” – the word is not in 
the OT but the essence and characteristics of a disciple are observed 
throughout the OT – God’s people were to pass down a legacy of 
faith to the next generation – teaching their family to Hear, Learn 
and Obey his Word (Teaching is assumed in the context of obey) – 
WHY?  

2. “Do-er” (this includes not only doing but teaching others to “do” – 
like your kids)  -  “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is 
one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 
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your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write 
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

3. Communally Relational with Truth and Love as the central focus 
(This is biblical love that includes speaking truth – God’s Love not 
man’s love) – God to man and man to man - Little children, I am 
with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and as I said to 
the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 
come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” (John 13:33-35) 

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 
respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 
(Ephesians 4:15) 

 
I. The Practice of Discipleship is Assumed in the Family and 

Community of God 

Then Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of 
Levi, who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to all the 
elders of Israel. And Moses commanded them, “At the end of every 
seven years, at the set time in the year of release, at the Feast of 
Booths, when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God at 
the place that he will choose, you shall read this law before all Israel 
in their hearing. Assemble the people, men, women, and little ones, 
and the sojourner within your towns, that they may hear and learn to 
fear the LORD your God, and be careful to do all the words of this 
law, and that their children, who have not known it, may hear and 
learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as you live in the land that 
you are going over the Jordan to possess.”(Deuteronomy 31:9-13) 
Learning to  

A. Hear The Lord’s Word – in order to practice biblical discipleship in 
the family we must hear God’s Word first: This happens in two 
ways 

a. Hear God’s Word 
b. Recognize that it is God’s Word 
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You are an unceasing spiritual being, created for an intimate and 
transforming friendship with the creative Community that is the 
Trinity. Learning to hear God is much more about becoming 
comfortable in a continuing conversation, and learning to constantly 
lean on the goodness and love of God. – Willard  
 
A tragic story of a lack of HEARING God’s Word and an absence 
of discipleship in the family of God. 
I Samuel 2:12-17 Eli’s worthless sons 
12 Now the sons of Eli were worthless men. They did not know 
the LORD. 13 The custom of the priests with the people was that when 
any man offered sacrifice, the priest's servant would come, while the 
meat was boiling, with a three-pronged fork in his hand, 14 and he 
would thrust it into the pan or kettle or cauldron or pot. All that the 
fork brought up the priest would take for himself. This is what they 
did at Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 15 Moreover, before 
the fat was burned, the priest's servant would come and say to the 
man who was sacrificing, “Give meat for the priest to roast, for he 
will not accept boiled meat from you but only raw.” 16 And if the man 
said to him, “Let them burn the fat first, and then take as much as you 
wish,” he would say, “No, you must give it now, and if not, I will take 
it by force.” 17 Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the 
sight of the LORD, for the men treated the offering of the LORD with 
contempt. (I Samuel 2: 12-17) 
I Samuel 2:22-25 Eli’s worthless sons become cursed 
Now Eli was very old, and he kept hearing all that his sons were 
doing to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who were 
serving at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 23 And he said to them, 
“Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all 
these people. 24 No, my sons; it is no good report that I hear the 
people of the LORD spreading abroad. 25 If someone sins against a 
man, God will mediate for him, but if someone sins against the LORD, 
who can intercede for him?” But they would not listen to the voice of 
their father, for it was the will of the LORD to put them to death. (I 
Samuel 2:22-25) 
Then in distress you will look with envious eye on all the prosperity 
that shall be bestowed on Israel, and there shall not be an old man in 
your house forever. 33 The only one of you whom I shall not cut off 
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from my altar shall be spared to weep his eyes out to grieve his heart, 
and all the descendants[d] of your house shall die by the sword of 
men.34 And this that shall come upon your two sons, Hophni and 
Phinehas, shall be the sign to you: both of them shall die on the same 
day.  (I Samuel 2:32-34) 
For I “hear” (vs 23) – “God hears” of our evil when we do not “hear” 
his Word (vs 23) 
But they would not listen to the voice of their father (vs 25) 
Disrespect toward parents brought death –  
If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the 
voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they 
have chastened him, will not hearken unto them: Then shall his father 
and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of 
his city, and unto the gate of his place; And they shall say unto the 
elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not 
obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard. And all the men of his 
city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil 
away from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear. 
(Deuteronomy 21:18-21) 
there shall not be an old man in your house forever (vs 32) – 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor 
your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a 
promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in 
the land.”(Ephesians 6:1-3) 

 Samuel is taught to hear God’s voice 

I Samuel 2:18-20 Elkanah’s blessed family 

Samuel’s Mother Hannah knew how to hear/listen to God: As she 
continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her 
mouth. 13 Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, and 
her voice was not heard. Therefore, Eli took her to be a drunken 
woman. (I Samuel 1: 12-13) 

Same environment – different action: Samuel was ministering before 
the LORD, a boy clothed with a linen ephod. 19 And his mother used to 
make for him a little robe and take it to him each year when she went 
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up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would 
bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD give you children 
by this woman for the petition she asked of the LORD.” So then they 
would return to their home. Indeed the LORD visited Hannah, and she 
conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. And the boy 
Samuel grew in the presence of the LORD. (I Samuel 2: 18-20) 

Samuel is listening to Eli who is also listening to God – He is blessed: 
“But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for it was the 
will of the LORD to put them to death. Now the boy Samuel continued 
to grow both in nature and in stature with the LORD and also with 
man. (I Samuel 2:25b – 26) 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of 
Eli. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his own place. 3 The lamp of God 
had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of 
the LORD, where the ark of God was. (I Samuel 3:1-3) 

And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to 
Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 
the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, 
and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’” 
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. And the LORD came and stood, 
calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for 
your servant hears.” (I Samuel 3:8-9) 

And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of his words 
fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that 
Samuel was established as a prophet of the LORD. 21 And the LORD appeared 
again at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the 
word of the LORD. (I Samuel 3:19-20) 

Benefits of “hearing” God’s Word in your family –  

Fear God, not man - Assemble the people, men, women, and little 
ones, and the sojourner within your towns, that they may hear and 
learn to fear the LORD your God, and be careful to do all the words 
of this law, 13 and that their children, who have not known it, may 
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hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as you live in the 
land that you are going over the Jordan to possess. 

Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of 
the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. (I Samuel 
3:15) 

Salvation – How then will they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And 
how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “how 
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news! (Romans 
10: 14-15) 
Eternal Security in God – My sheep hear my voice and I know them 
and they follow me. I give them eternal life and they will never perish 
and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father – who has 
given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch 
them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one. (John 10: 27-
30) 
 

Identity in God - Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell you the 
truth, why do you not believe me? Whoever is of God hears the words 
of God. The reason you do not hear is that you are not of God. (John 
8: 46-47) 
 

Ability to Understand God’s Word and others recognize that you 
know God - And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let 
none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to 
Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of 
the LORD. (I Samuel 3:20-21) 
 

Experiencing God’s Will for your life – “It may seem strange, but 
doing the will of God is a different matter than just doing what God 
wants us to do. The two are so far removed, in fact, that we can be 
solidly in the will of God, and know that we are, without knowing 
God’s preference with regards to various details of our lives. We can 
be in his will as we do certain things without our knowing that he 
prefers these actions to certain possibilities. Hearing God only makes 
sense in the framework of living in the Will of God. – Willard, 
Hearing God, 13. 
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Takeaways from the text and questions for the church family: 
1. Samuel is growing up in a religious culture that chooses to not hear 

God’s Word. What do you find interesting about the religious 
environment Samuel grew up in? What were the deciding factors 
that distinguish Hannah’s son from Eli’s sons? 

2. There are consequences for parents who do not instruct their 
children to hear God’s Word? Discuss the severe consequences for 
Eli’s sons – What are some areas in your home that need addressing 
with your children’s or grandchildren’s behavior. 

3. We are hearing someone’s word – the question is whose word are 
we hearing? Assess and evaluate what is being heard in your home? 
How can you begin to train your family to hear God? 

4. Children become our disciples and are “learners” – what are they 
learning to hear? Whose voice are they hearing? What are some 
ways you can be more intentional about what your family is 
hearing? 

5. There will be conflict in this culture that pushes against the Word of 
God – How will your family do better to recognize the voice of God 
in your home?  

6. By the time your children are old it is too late – begin young: Are 
you getting enough time with your young family? Does work and 
other responsibilities get in the way of family time? 

7. There is a difference between hearing and learning – There is a 
progression. What do you think is the difference between 
hearing/listening and learning? 

What are some ways that your family purposely practices to hear 
God’s Word? 
 

What are some obstacles in you your life that are hindering your 
family from hearing God’s Word? 
 

 
 
 



Practicing Biblical Discipleship in the Family 
Session 2: Learn God’s Word in your Family:  

Learning to Fear the LORD in Language and Truth 
 

Onward Family Camp 2022 
Prepared by: Matthew A. Vander Wiele, Ed. D. 

 

Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who 
understands obtain guidance, to understand a proverb and a 

saying, the words of the wise and their riddles. 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 

wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:5-7) 
 

There is a benefit and blessing to hearing God – There are 
consequences and regret for refusing to hear God. The next stage of 
beginning to practice biblical discipleship in the home is to not only 
hear God’s Word in the family but also LEARN God’s Word in the 
family. Hearing God must lead to learning to fear the LORD and the 
ability to know Truth – because all Truth is God’s Truth.  
Listening leads to the understanding of facts and ideas.  
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my 
salvation; for you I wait all the day long. (Psalm 25:5) 
 

I.  We hear and learn through language that leads to the fear 
of the LORD 
 

“The word “truth” is a staple in our language and in every language. 
One cannot imagine a human language lacking the concept of truth. 
Such a language would never inform anyone of anything: it would 
lack any intellectual access to reality.”1 
Learning to Fear the LORD - The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:7) 
“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules[a]—that 
the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do 
them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2 that you 
may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by 
keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command 
you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long. 
(Deuteronomy 6:1-2) 

 
1 Douglas Groothuis  Why Truth Matter Most: An Apologetic for Truth-Seeking in 

Postmodern Times  
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Truth has been dissolved into language games, ethnicity [CRT]* 
added, and other contingent social arrangements. It is constructed 
rather than discovered. 
 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your[a] life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory. (Colossians 3:1-3) 

 

I. All Truth is God’s Truth – St. Augustine 

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental 
spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. (Colossians 2:8) 
In a recent podcast from the Charlie Kirk Show titled, Queer Theory 
and the Abolition of Normalcy with James Lindsay, Lindsay who is 
not a Christian, notes, If I was the great Deceiver with a capital “D” 
and I wanted to take over the world and culture I would do it through 
confusing people by attempting to re- define words that have meant 
something absolute and changing their definition 
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Example of an attack on logical learning –  

 
https://christiancounselingco.com/listening-verses-hearing/ 

 
 
And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between 
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over 
the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my 
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all 
flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all 
flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of 
the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is 
on the earth.” (Genesis 9:12-17) 
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II. Curiosity killed the Cat – Move toward Studiousness in 
your Family 

The Proverbial Couch 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Studiousness sniffs out its own areas of ignorance and pursues 
knowledge prudently, patiently and humbly. One must be ruthless 
with himself in the process of the truth seeking.  
 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness (2 Timothy 
3:16) 
 

Examples of Opportunities for Studiousness in your family –  
- Purposeful Family meals  
- Significance of Family and personal reading of the Bible and 

Discussion 
- An ongoing conversation that begins young about ALL THINGS –  
- God’s Truth is all Truth – All God’s Word is learned – Even the 

Hard things 
- Teach the Bible in Order – Meta –narrative – Story of God’s 

Redemptive plan regarding the Person and work of Jesus Christ for 
the sinful condition of all mankind. ( 

What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 
(Philippians 4:9) 
• How are you assisting your family to Learn God’s Word in your home? 
• What are some practical ways that you can explore God’s Word on a 

daily basis in your home? 
• What are some distractions in your family that might hinder learning 

God’s Word? 

The simple futile 
search for what 

ought not be 
known 

Gossip, 
vanity, 
pride, 
lust 
van 

 
van 

Earnestly seeks 
what ought to be 

known 

Seeks 
Truth 

CURIOSITY 

STUDIOUSNESSS 

Gossip, 
vanity, 

pride, lust 
 

Seeks 
Truth 
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Practicing Biblical Discipleship in the Family 
Session 3: Obeying God’s Word in the Family:  

Doing Must Become Being 
Onward Family Camp 2022 

Prepared by: Matthew A. Vander Wiele, Ed. D. 

Perhaps the greatest threat to applying these truths about process 
spirituality is the busyness that stems from the way we define 
ourselves in terms of achievements and accomplishments. We live in 
a future-oriented culture that relates time largely to efficiency and 
productivity. We are more inclined than ever to use time to 
accomplish results than to enhance relationships.2 

Eugene Peterson notes that the presumption here regarding learning 
Truth is that the kinds of lives the we lead, who we ARE, not just 
what we DO, are huge factors in influencing our access to truth, any 
truth, but especially the Truth that is God. In other words, the 
understanding of the knower must be adequate to the thing being 
known. 3 
Doing mode involves thinking about the present, the future, and the 
past, relating to each through a veil of concepts. Being mode, on the 
other hand, is characterized by direct, immediate, intimate 
experience of the present.4 
Doing and Being differ in their time focus. In doing, we often need 
to work out the likely future consequences of different actions, 
anticipate what might happen if we reach our goal, or look back to 
memories of times when we have dealt with similar situations to get 
ideas for how to proceed now. As a result, in doing mode, the mind 
often travels forward to the future or back to the past, and the 
experience is one of not actually being “here” in the present much of 
the time. By contrast, in being mode, the mind has “nothing to do, 
nowhere to go” and can focus fully on moment-by-moment 
experience, allowing us to be fully present and aware of whatever is 

 
2 https://tabletalkmagazine.com/article/2018/08/becoming-what-we-behold/ 
3 Ibid. 442 
4 https://www.mindful.org/difference-between-being-and-
doing/#:~:text=Doing%20mode%20involves%20thinking%20about,relation%20to%20thoug
hts%20and%20feelings. 



 

Matthew A. Vander Wiele, Ed.D. 16 

here, right now. Doing mode involves thinking about the present, the 
future, and the past, relating to each through a veil of concepts. 
Being mode, on the other hand, is characterized by direct, 
immediate, intimate experience of the present.5 

The Reading of the Law –  

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.[b] 5 You shall 
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall 
be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, 
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk 
by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall 
bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your 
house and on your gates. (Deuteronomy 6:5-9) 

Then Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of 
Levi, who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to all the 
elders of Israel. 10 And Moses commanded them, “At the end of every 
seven years, at the set time in the year of release, at the Feast of 
Booths, 11 when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God 
at the place that he will choose, you shall read this law before all 
Israel in their hearing. 12 Assemble the people, men, women, and little 
ones, and the sojourner within your towns, that they may hear and 
learn to fear the LORD your God, and be careful to do all the words of 
this law, 13 and that their children, who have not known it, may hear 
and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as you live in the land 
that you are going over the Jordan to possess.” (Deuteronomy 31:9-
13) 

Learning Must Become Doing: Reading is doing 
In our home. We miss out on relational opportunities when we are 
dominated by excessive activities. Consider taking an inventory of activities 
like television, children’s lessons and sports, meetings, time on the 
computer, etc., and see how some of these can and should be pared 

 
5 Ibid.  
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down. Deuteronomy 6:5-9 exhorts parents to know and love God and to 
teach their children about Him “when you sit in your house and when you 
walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.” God 
intended the home to be a sanctuary for spiritual and personal development 
in a relational setting of love and acceptance. This requires an ongoing 
process involving both formal and spontaneous times together. 
 
In our work. The mistake of looking to work rather than God for security 
and significance coupled with the pressured quest for more of this world’s 
goods—these are forces that drive us to the idolatry of materialism and 
busyness. If we don’t have enough time to cultivate a quality relationship 
with God, our spouse, and our children, we are working too long and too 
hard. As Gordon Dahl put it, “Most middle-class Americans tend to worship 
their work, to work at their play, and to play at their worship.” 
 
In our recreation. Hard-charging approaches to recreation and vacations can 
devitalize us and keep us from enjoying personal and relational renewal. 
The Sabbath principle of restoration through “being-time” provides a 
balanced rhythm of work and rest. 
 
In our church work/ministry. This can become another arena of busyness 
and frustration, especially when we take on activities and responsibilities in 
order to please people and meet their expectations. Not every need and 
request is a calling from God. 
 
In our walk with God. Excessive activity draws us away from the time it 
takes to cultivate intimacy with God. We are often inclined to define our 
relationship with God in terms of doing things for Him rather than spending 
time with Him.6 
 
How can we disciple our families to learn to do and be?  
The concept of obeying cannot just be centered on obedience for the 
sake of practicing something – There must be a progression where the 
doing moves us toward something more – A complete life in Jesus. 
This is what God means when he desires us to love him with our very 
“being” – our everything.  

 
6 https://bible.org/seriespage/2-process-spirituality-being-versus-doing 
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Deep within every true Christian is a longing to be more like Christ. We are 
not content as we are; we want to be changed. This longing comes from the 
Holy Spirit, who not only gives the new birth (John 3:5–8), but fills 
regenerated people with a zeal to glorify God (Rom. 8:1–5).7 

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.[c] 7 Do not marvel 
that I said to you, ‘You[d] must be born again.’ 8 The wind[e] blows where it 
wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9John 3:5-8) 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from 
the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the 
flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 
and for sin,[c] he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. (Romans 8: 1-5) 

The question is, how can we become more like Christ? The biblical answer 
to this may be surprising to us pragmatic modern folks. We tend to look for 
methods, strategies, and action points. But the Bible teaches that we 
become like Jesus as we worship Jesus.8 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of 
glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. (2 
Corinthians 3:17-18) 
How are we transformed into the image of Christ? By beholding the glory of 
the Lord. Who causes us to behold this glory? The Spirit. And where do we 
behold this glory? Primarily in the Scriptures. The Holy Spirit is both the 
source of Scripture and the One who illuminates its meaning.9 
 

 
7 https://tabletalkmagazine.com/article/2018/08/becoming-what-we-behold/ 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
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And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, (Ephesians 6:17) 
Knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from 
someone's own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the 
will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit. (II Peter 1:20-21) 

We behold the glory of the Lord by allowing the Spirit to speak to us 
through the Word, bringing God’s truth to our hearts with fresh power and 
urgency. 

Jesus moves his disciples from doing to being - When he had gone 
out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him 
in himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while 
I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now 
I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
(John 13:31-35) 
Love – They will know that you are mine… 
They will know that you are my disciples…. 
By how well you love one another… 
What are some things you are doing in your family to practice 
learning God’s Word and moving from doing to being? 
Worship? 
Time management? 
Conclusion: Learning to hear, learn and obey God’s Word in our 
family takes discipleship that transcends doing and must move us to 
“being” that ultimately results in WORSHIP of Jesus – Not a method 
of obedience – but Worshipping Jesus through loving Him and others 
with our everything. This is what both Moses and Jesus mean when 
they discuss the Word of God being our very “Life”. In order to begin 
to practice hearing, learning and obeying – we must disciple our 
families to not only “do” but also “be”. Be all we can be in Christ 
Jesus – Fulfillment of “being” is a result of worshipping Jesus and 
should be the goal and blessing of all biblical discipleship.  
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