
 

 

 

MESSAGE OUTLINE 
SUNDAY, June 5, 2022 

  

 
Today's Message: CHURCH AS FAMILY 

Text:  Acts 2 
Series:  All in the Family 
Pastor Gary L. Stump 

 
Proverbs 18:24b (NLT) a real friend sticks closer than a brother. 
 
Don’t we all want to feel like we belong to our church family? 

• Families can be complicated; Families can hurt one another; Families are born for time of trouble 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ might be closer than your family 
Mark 3:32–35 (NLT) There was a crowd sitting around Jesus, and someone said, “Your mother and your brothers 
are outside asking for you.” 33 Jesus replied, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” 34 Then he looked at those 
around him and said, “Look, these are my mother and brothers. 35 Anyone who does God’s will is my brother and 
sister and mother.”  
 

How do you experience church as family?   
 

Today is Pentecost / Shavuot 
 

Pentecost (Gk. “fiftieth”) / Shavuot (Heb. “weeks” or “sevens”) 
Leviticus 23:15–16 (NLT) “From the day after the Sabbath—the day you bring the bundle of grain to be lifted up as 
a special offering—count off seven full weeks. 16 Keep counting until the day after the seventh Sabbath, fifty days 
later. Then present an offering of new grain to the LORD.”  

• The birth of Torah at Shavuot on Mt. Sinai; The birth of the church at Pentecost on Mt. Zion 
 
The birth of the church 
Acts 2:1-4 (NLT) On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there 
was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 
Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present 
was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 
 
WHAT IS THE CHURCH SUPPOSED TO BE? 
 

We become one of God’s children through faith 
John 1:12 (NLT) But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.  
 

This places us in God’s family 
Galatians 6:10 (NLT) Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to 
those in the family of faith.  
 

Jesus calls us His brothers and sisters 
Hebrews 2:11 (NLT) So now Jesus and the ones he makes holy have the same Father. That is why Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them his brothers and sisters.  
 

We are to be one big happy family 
1 Peter 3:8 (LB) You should be like one big happy family, full of sympathy toward each other, loving one another 
with tender hearts and humble minds. 



WHAT IS THE CHURCH SUPPOSED TO DO? 
Acts 2:41–47 (NLT) Those who believed what Peter said were baptized 
and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all. 42 All the believers 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to 
sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 43 A deep 
sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many 
miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together in 
one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property 
and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They 
worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s 
Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity—47 all the 
while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each 
day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved. 
 
HOW IS THE CHURCH SUPPOSED TO ACT? 
 

Accept one another  Romans 15:7 (NLT) Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that 
God will be given glory.  
 

Live in harmony with one another  1 Corinthians 1:10 (NLT) I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the 
authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church. 
Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose.  
 

Be tolerant of one another  Colossians 3:13 (NLT) Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone 
who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.  
 

Encourage and edify one another  1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NLT) So encourage each other and build each other 
up, just as you are already doing.  
 

Support one another  Galatians 6:2 (NLT) Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.  
 

Confess to one another  James 5:16 (NLT) Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you 
may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results.  
 

Sympathize with one another  1 Peter 3:8 (NLT) Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each 
other. Love each other as brothers and sisters. Be tenderhearted, and keep a humble attitude.  
 

Be hospitable to one another  1 Peter 4:9 (NIV) Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.  
 

Serve one another  1 Peter 5:5b (NLT) And all of you, serve each other in humility, for “God opposes the proud 
but favors the humble.”  
 

Love one another  John 13:35 (NLT) "Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” 
 

SO WHAT?      
(1) Who is your church?   
(2) Who are you “one anothering?” 
(3) Are you committed to God’s family? 
(4) Will you GO to church, or will you BE the church? 

 
 

Download or listen to Sermon Audio at:  https://onwardchurch.org/resources/sermon-audio/ 
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ONWARD CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 2022 
 
1.  VISIT THE NEW BUILDING TODAY—Immediately after worship we tour the new building with anyone who is 
interested.  Address: 13095 Publishers Drive, Fishers (SE corner 131st & SR 37). 
 
2.  ONWARD’S NEW LOCATION ANNOUNCED—We are thrilled to announce that Onward Church will be moving to 
our new facility at 13095 Publishers Drive, Fishers (131st & SR 37).  Our planned move will be August 14, 2022.  We will 
be renting our facility from Mission Christian Academy led by Shawn Moore.   
 
3.  YOUTH CAMP JUNE 22-26 at Walnut Ridge Retreat Center in Morgantown, IN.  Grades 6-12.  Cost is 
$269/pp.  Signup is at www.missionchristianacademy.com/camp  See Pastor Jerry for more information. 
 
4.  YOUTH SUNDAY—6-8pm at the New Building (13095 Publishers Drive, Fishers) 
 
5.  FAMILY CAMP—SEPTEMBER 9-11.  Blue Gate Inn, Shipshewana.  Save the dates.  More info to come. 
 
6. 2022 ONWARD TO JERUSALEM BIBLE STUDY TOUR—OCTOBER 18-29, 2022.  Cost of the tour will be 
approximately $3,850 per person (double occupancy).  A deposit of $500 will hold your spot.   For more information, 
please write Pastor Gary at gary@garystump.org.  Vaccine Mandates have been lifted for travelers to Israel.   
 
 


