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Today's Message: TRAGEDY IN THE FAMILY 

Text:  Job 
Series:  All in the Family 
Pastor Gary L. Stump 

 
We all sometimes ask, “Where is God when tragedy strikes my family?” 
 
“If God were good, He would wish to make His creatures perfectly happy, and if God were almighty He 
would be able to do what He wished. But the creatures are not happy. Therefore God lacks either goodness, 
or power, or both.’ This is the problem of pain, in its simplest form.”  –C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain  
 
No one can shed more light on this subject than Job. 

Job lived second century B.C. not far from Israel.  He had been faithful to the Lord for many years and 
God had blessed him with wealth and a wonderful family of 7 sons and 3 daughters, plus he might have had 
a bunch of grandchildren.  In a single day he lost his flocks to raiders, and his crops were burned in a wildfire.  
Then he heard the news that shattered his world.  A tornado had struck the house where his entire family 
had been gathered and everyone was killed. 
 Job’s responded, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I return there. The LORD gave, 
and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the name of the LORD.” (Job 1:21).  The next round of suffering came 
when he lost his health.  Three friends came to console him.  Job began to process his grief with his friends.  
Below are selections from his journey. 
 
Job 3:3 “Let the day of my birth be erased, and the night I was conceived.”  

Job 3:25 What I always feared has happened to me. What I dreaded has come true.  

Job 5:7 (NLT) People are born for trouble as readily as sparks fly up from a fire.  

John 16:33b (NLT) “Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have 
overcome the world.”  

Job 6:11 (NLT) "But I don’t have the strength to endure. I have nothing to live for.” 

Job 7:4 (NLT) "Lying in bed, I think, ‘When will it be morning?’ But the night drags on, and I toss till dawn." 

Job 7:7 (NLT) "O God, remember that my life is but a breath, and I will never again feel happiness." 

Job 7:11 (NLT) "I cannot keep from speaking. I must express my anguish. My bitter soul must complain." 

Job 9:2b (NLT) “But how can a person be declared innocent in God’s sight?”  

Job 9:33 (NLT) "If someone wanted to take God to court, would it be possible to answer him even once in a 
thousand times?" 

Job 9:33 (NLT) "If only there were a mediator between us, someone who could bring us together." 

Job 13:15 (NKJV) Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.  

Job 16:2, 5 (NLT) “I have heard all this before. What miserable comforters you are!...But if it were me, I would 
encourage you. I would try to take away your grief” 

Job 19:19 (NLT) "My close friends detest me. Those I loved have turned against me." 



Job 19:25-27 (NLT) "But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and he will stand upon the earth at last. And 
after my body has decayed, yet in my body I will see God! I will see him for myself. Yes, I will see him with my own 
eyes. I am overwhelmed at the thought!" 

Job 23:12 (NLT) "I have not departed from his commands, but have treasured his words more than daily food." 

Job 30:16-17 “And now my heart is broken. Depression haunts my days. 17 My weary nights are filled with pain as 
though something were relentlessly gnawing at my bones. (NLT) 

Job 30:20-22 “I cry to you, O God, but you don’t answer me. I stand before you, and you don’t bother to look. 21 
You have become cruel toward me. You persecute me with your great power. 22 You throw me into the whirlwind 
and destroy me in the storm. (NLT) 

Job 38:1–4 (NLT) Then the Lord answered Job from the whirlwind: 2 “Who is this that questions my wisdom with 
such ignorant words? 3 Brace yourself like a man, because I have some questions for you, and you must answer 
them. 4 “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell me, if you know so much…40:7 Brace 
yourself like a man, because I have some questions for you, and you must answer them.”  

Job 42:1–6 (NLT) Then Job replied to the Lord: 2 “I know that you can do anything, and no one can stop you. 3 You 
asked, ‘Who is this that questions my wisdom with such ignorance?’ It is I—and I was talking about things I knew 
nothing about, things far too wonderful for me. 4 You said, ‘Listen and I will speak! I have some questions for you, 
and you must answer them.’ 5 I had only heard about you before, but now I have seen you with my own eyes. 6 I 
take back everything I said, and I sit in dust and ashes to show my repentance.”  
 

Five Stages of Grief: (Kubler-Ross) 
• Denial—Disbelief toward the loss experience.  It helps manage the emotional pain and 

overwhelming state of mind. 
• Anger—Feeling the loss is unfair, and being unable to absorb the changing reality, causes emotional 

distress with anger outbursts being a natural response to loss. 
• Bargaining—Feeling helplessness makes one bargain and imagine “what if’ scenarios to cope with 

the pain. 
• Depression—Eventually, reality becomes apparent and harder to ignore, bringing with it extreme 

sadness at the void of the lost loved one. 
• Acceptance—We begin to accept the loss instead of fighting it.  We accustom ourselves to the new 

reality even while we continue to feel the pain and sadness. 
 
Jewish prescribed mourning process: 

• Aninut is the period from the announcement of death until the funeral. It is a time of hyperacute 
grief when the bereaved must first and foremost deal with the practical functional realities of 
preparing for a funeral.  

• Shiva is a seven-day period of ritualized mourning in community. 
• Sheloshim is a thirty-day period of intensive mourning from the time of burial, including and 

continuing beyond the period of shiva. It is a transitional period between the initial impact of death 
and burial, and the gradual reestablishment of the daily rhythms of life.  

• Kaddish, in the context of mourning, refers to a prayer recited in memory of the deceased. When a 
parent dies, Kaddish is recited for eleven months; for other family members, for thirty days. In a 
psychological sense, Kaddish may be seen as a durative eleven-month process when the mourner is 
engaged in the deep, transformative experiences of grieving a loss.  

• Yahrzeit means literally year’s time, the anniversary of a death. It is a time on an annual basis to 
remember and to honor the one who has died through recitation of Kaddish, and by making a 
memorial donation to tzedakah, charity. In a psychological sense, yahrzeit is a time for remembering 
the ongoing connection between the living and the dead.  



• Yizkor is a memorial prayer recited four times a year: at Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Passover, and Shavuot. 
Like yahrzeit, yizkor is a time for the remembrance of souls. It provides mourners with opportunity to 
connect with memories of one who has died, and to reflect on their life and their legacy.  (Dayle A. 
Friedman, ed.. Jewish Pastoral Care 2/E. pp. 428-429). 

 
God is our focus in the trial 
2 Corinthians 4:17–18 (NIV84) For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is eternal.  
 
Trust that God is at work  
1 Peter 5:10 (NIV84) And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered 
a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  
 
God wants to use your hurt to bless others 
2 Corinthians 1:3–4 (NIV84) Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 
and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with 
the comfort we ourselves have received from God.  
 
Important Observations about grief: 

• Take time to grieve.  Don’t try to return to normal too quickly. 
• Keep your face toward the Lord.  Don’t turn away. 
• Trust God’s goodness even when circumstances seem otherwise. 
• Share your heart fully with the Lord.  Process with Him about what you are feeling. 
• Find a good counselor(s) who can help you verbally process your emotions. 
• Begin to seek what God is accomplishing in your character from the suffering. 
• Eventually look for how you can use your pain to minister to others. 
• Celebrate your deepened relationship with God. 

 
What’s the downside of trusting God in your pain? 
 
SO WHAT?    How will you choose?  God is asking you, “Do you trust me, or do you just say that you trust 
me?”  What choice will you make? 
 
What if we could have our instincts RE-TRAINED to trust God when tragedy strikes the family? 
 
CS Lewis writes, “…There is a land lush with divine mercy; your Shepherd invites you there; he wants you to 
lie down; nestle deeply until you are hidden in the tall shoots of His love; and there you will find rest.”  --C. S. 
Lewis 

 
 
 
 

Download or listen to Sermon Audio at:  https://onwardchurch.org/resources/sermon-audio/ 
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ONWARD CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022 
 
1.  VISIT THE NEW BUILDING NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH—Immediately after worship we tour the new building with 
anyone who is interested.  Address: 13095 Publishers Drive, Fishers (SE corner 131st & SR 37). 
 
2.  ONWARD’S NEW LOCATION ANNOUNCED—We are thrilled to announce that Onward Church will be moving to 
our new facility at 13095 Publishers Drive, Fishers (131st & SR 37).  Our planned move will be August 14, 2022.  We will 
be renting our facility from Mission Christian Academy led by Shawn Moore.   
 
3.  YOUTH CAMP JUNE 22-26 at Walnut Ridge Retreat Center in Morgantown, IN.  Grades 6-12.  Cost is 
$269/pp.  Signup is at www.missionchristianacademy.com/camp  See Pastor Jerry for more information. 
 
4.  NO YOUTH SUNDAY 
 
5.  FAMILY CAMP—SEPTEMBER 9-11.  Blue Gate Inn, Shipshewana.  Save the dates.  More info to come. 
 
6. 2022 ONWARD TO JERUSALEM BIBLE STUDY TOUR—OCTOBER 18-29, 2022.  Cost of the tour will be 
approximately $3,850 per person (double occupancy).  A deposit of $500 will hold your spot.   For more information, 
please write Pastor Gary at gary@garystump.org.  Vaccine Mandates have been lifted for travelers to Israel.   
 
 


