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SUNDAY, May 1, 2022 

  

 
Today's Message: Thoughts on The Giving of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost 

Selected Scriptures 
Series:  Journey thru Golgotha 
Pastor Matthew A. Vander Wiele, Ed. D. 

 
The Spirit of God is not subject to any created person or activity. The Holy Spirit should not be taught in the vacuum of Jewish culture or Christianity. The Holy 
Spirit is God, and is a divine Person. He existed in the beginning with the Father and the Son. He creates. He has been active and purposeful from the beginning 
of time calling and separating people to and from God. He seals and condemns, He rushes upon and indwells. He leads believers (Paul, Peter etc.) to write down 
his inspired Word, and he calls and uses non-believers (Saul, Gideon, Samson, Pharaoh etc.) to participate in the sovereignty of God.  He brings glory to the Son 
and makes Jesus present in our lives. He is the Person of God who dwells in us. He is the third Person of the Trinity – His name is the Holy Spirit.  
The Tanakh – (Pentateuch, Prophets and Writings) makes many clear distinctions between “God” and “Spirit” – God as the greatest communicator in the 
universe who reveals Himself as a plurality in the Hebrew Scriptures, would not reveal His nature and essence in an incomplete manner. The writers of the New 
Covenant completely understood the concept of a plurality of Elohim including the Holy Spirit as the third Person of the Godhead because the Tanakh teaches 
the concept of the Trinity.1 
“It has been argued that personality and absolute existence are contradictions; that God cannot at the same time, a Person and Infinite. The argument is based 
on the assumption that the term Person is capable of concise and final definition. That is a false assumption. It supposes that perfect personality exists in a 
human being. This is not so. God alone has perfect personality. That of every other being is limited. In other words, God is not a magnified man, rather it may be 
said that man is a limited god.” – G. Campbell Morgan 
“In the Gospels of Matthew. Mark, Luke and John, Christ affirms that His own words may be rejected, that His own Person may be spoken against, and that these 
things shall be forgiven to the sons of men; but that they who refuse the teaching of the Holy Spirit can find no forgiveness, because the final apostasy of such, 
the final turning of the back upon the work and mission of the Spirit, constitutes what our Lord speaks of as an eternal sin. Whoever shall blaspheme against the 
Holy Spirit hath never forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin… a deep searching and awful thought.” – G. Campbell Morgan 

Ruach – “wind – or breath” – “that follows a direct path” – used 38 times in the Law, 201 times in the Prophets (47 in the former and 154 in the 
latter) 139 times in the Writings and 11 times in some portions of Daniel – Of the 387 times 136 times it refers to God and 129 times to man and animals. 

Brueggmann notes, “in the text of Genesis 1:2, our understanding of sovereignty includes the absence of chance, or the creation of the world was not 
a minor, accidental cosmic event, the result of God or gods at play. It was the sovereign intent of GOD”2 
The Roles of the Spirit 
The Spirit’s Primary role - He will glorify me [Jesus] because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. (John 16:14) 
The Spirit’s role for us - But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I 
have said to you. (John 14:26) 
The Spirit’s Application of our salvation - In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with 
the promised Holy Spirit, (Ephesians 1:13) 
The Spirit wrote the Bible - knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced 
by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:20-21) 
“3There is one thing that needs to be made clear concerning the work of the Holy Spirit in inspiration. The Holy Spirit did not inspire men, but inspired His Word 
as explained by James Gray when he makes the distinction in the work of the Holy Spirit by saying: When we speak of the Holy Spirit coming upon men in order 
to the composition of the books, it should be further understood that the object is not the inspiration of men but the books – not the writers but the writings. It 
terminates upon the record, in other words, and not upon the human instrument who made it.”  
The different ways the Spirit works in time and space – Progression of the Third Person of God since Creation 
To be filled with the Spirit in the NT speaks to spirituality, that is, the one who is filled is controlled by the Spirit with the consequent actions being spiritual 
activities (Eph. 5:18b-20). In the OT the notion is that of empowerment for a particular task, though it is apparent that the recipient might misuse this 
empowerment  (14:19).4 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Genesis 1: 1-2) 

 
1 John Metzger – Discovering the Mystery of the Unity of God – page 331 
2	KAIROS - Evangelical Journal of Theology / Vol. I. No. 2 (2007), pp. 171-183	
3 Metzger - 356 
4 Ibid. 187. 



Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its young, spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them on its pinions, (Deuteronomy 32:11) 

Concerning the prophets: My heart is broken within me; all my bones shake; 
I am like a drunken man, like a man overcome by wine, because of the LORD and because of his holy words. (Jeremiah 23:9) 

In this sense, it could be said that the ‘vibrating’ Spirit ‘breaks out’ into the world, as water ‘breaks out’ (2 Sam 5:20), through every pore and saturates the earth 
in its chaotic state, immediately prior to God’s decisive fiat.5 

Luther's interpretation is more correct than this - "Moses points out in these words, how He fostered them in the desert, bore with their manners, tried them and 
blessed them that they might learn to fly, i.e., to trust in Him," 
The murky depths are irreversibly altered by the intervention of the fluttering, hovering Spirit of God, hovering over the deep10. On the basis of this grammatical 
clue, we may conclude that the Spirit of God was neither a divine errand-boy nor a passive observer of the scene of chaos, but an active participant and co-
creator. We maintain that the role of the Spirit was in fact the decisive act of extracting the murky deeps from chaos at the beginning of creation.6 
The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life. (Job 33:4) 
Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. (Genesis 2:7) 

When God formed man from the dust of the ground in Genesis 2:7, the Holy Spirit was involved. We learn this indirectly in Job 33:4, “The 
Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” A play on words here shows how intimately God’s Spirit and our 
breath are related: both Spirit and breath are from the same Hebrew word.7 

When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. (Psalm 104:29) 

Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. (Ezekiel 37:5) 

“Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon…” vs. 34 
Come upon is not the same as indwelling or filling… 

This [the Spirit of Yahweh’s “clothing” of Gideon] should not be interpreted too 8differently from every other instance in which the Spirit is 
described as having come/rushed upon its object. This expression reminiscent of Numbers 24:3 (in which case Balaam, the Mesopotamian 
prophet, experiences the same phenomenon) does not presuppose any particular level of spirituality on the part of the recipient [emphasis 
Younger]. To the contrary, this divine intrusion into human experience seems to graphically describe YHWH’s arresting of men ill-disposed 
toward resolving Israel’s problems and his equipping of them for a saving task. 

In Judges the Spirit comes to the “out Judges” more than the “in Judges” (5 times vs. 1 time) Samson is the epitome of this… in that the phrase does not carry a 
positive connotation at all.  
The Spirit Unifies the people to God in the OT –  

Key Note: The Holy Spirit works in other ways in the OT that are not necessarily Salvific, but rather judicial in order to accomplish God’s will by men who are not 
necessarily even believer’s in YHWH or extremely disobedient.  

Isaiah - “I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to the house 
of Israel that he has granted them according to his compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast love.  For he said, “Surely they are my 
people, children who will not deal falsely.”  And he became their Savior.  In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them in his 
love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.  But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit…” – Isaiah 63 1-7 
ESV 

“grieved” – inward pain – used of David in 2 Samuel 19:1-2 after he learned of Absalom’s death – Lord, Angel of the LORD and Holy Spirit –  
  
Nehemiah -  
Many years you bore with them and warned them by your Spirit through your prophets. Yet they would not give ear. Therefore, you gave them into the hand of 
the peoples of the lands. (Nehemiah 9:30) 
Only a person can “warn” or “bear witness” 

 
5	KAIROS - Evangelical Journal of Theology / Vol. I. No. 2 (2007), pp. 171-183	
6	KAIROS - Evangelical Journal of Theology / Vol. I. No. 2 (2007), pp. 171-183	
7 Billy Graham – The Holy Spirit, pp. 21-22. 
8 Ibid. 186 



 
Ezekiel’s experience with the Holy Spirit –  
And as he [God] spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me on my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. Ezekiel 2:2 
 
He put out the form of a hand and took me by a lock of my head, and the Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven and brought me in visions of God to 
Jerusalem, to the entrance of the gateway of the inner court that faces north, where was the seat of the image of jealousy, which provokes to jealousy. (Ezekiel 
3:8) 
 
The Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the east gate of the house of the LORD, which faces east. (Ezekiel 11:1) 

Bezaleel - God “filled” the artisan (Exodus 31:2-3)  

Unnamed Tailors and Seventy Elders – “endowed with the Spirit of wisdom (Exodus 28:3, Numbers 11)  

Balaam – Spirit “came upon him” – (Numbers 22:8-35), Joshua – Spirit is in him and was filled with the Spirit of wisdom (Numbers 27:28, Deut. 34:9) 

Judges: Othniel – “Came upon him” to judge (Judges 3:9-10), Gideon – “Spirit came upon” (6:34), Jephthah – “Came upon” to do the work of the LORD (11:29), 
Samson – “Began to stir” and “Came upon him” 3 times 

Saul – “Will come”, “Came upon him”, “Spirit left him” (I Samuel 10-11) 

David and the Person of the Spirit: 
The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.” (Psalm 110:1) 
 
David recognizes the way in which the Spirit worked – Not just in a salvific way – but also in a judicial way to accomplish God’s Word – gifting?  
 
“Do not cast me away from thy presence, and do not take thy Spirit from me.” (Psalm 51:11) 
 
David’s final words on his deathbed –  
“Now these are the last words of David… “The Spirit of the LORD speaks by me; his word is on my tongue. The God of Israel has spoken; the Rock of Israel has 
said to me…. (II Samuel 23:1) 
 
The Holy Spirit Promised to Israel -  
For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants. (Isaiah 
44:3) 
When I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them from their enemies' lands, and through them have vindicated my holiness in the sight of 
many nations. 28 Then they shall know that I am the LORD their God, because I sent them into exile among the nations and then assembled them into their own 
land. I will leave none of them remaining among the nations anymore. And I will not hide my face anymore from them, when I pour out my Spirit upon the 
house of Israel, declares the Lord GOD.” (Ezekiel 39:29) 
Joel bridges the work of the Holy Spirit to include the world and not just Israel – It is 
very clear that Isaiah and Ezekiel make reference to the Holy Spirit being poured out on 
Israel – but it Joel and Jesus and Paul and Luke that move the theological 
understanding to also include the entire world! 
 “And it shall come to pass afterward,  that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your 
young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female servants in those days I will 
pour out my Spirit.“And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and 
fire and columns of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to 
blood, before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 32 And it shall come to pass 
that everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and 
in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and among the 
survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls. (Joel 2:28-29, Acts 2:16-17 underlined) 
Path to Pentecost – Sinai to the Festivals to the Gift of God in PERSON! 
 



Moses/Law – Jesus/Spirit 
 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came into the 
wilderness of Sinai. (Exodus 19:1) 
When Israel come to the wilderness of Sinai and camps at the mountain, it is the fulfillment of the sign of the LORD 
promised to Moses at the burning bush- On the “third new moon” puts their arrival at Sinai about 7 weeks after the 
exodus – this coincides with Pentecost – Feast of Weeks which among other things celebrates the giving of the law 
– But Sinai was MORE than a giving of the law –  
Nothing in Exodus 20 is described as a “law” or even a “command” – God commands his people but to limit this 
event and the Pentecost in Leviticus and Acts to a giving of “rules” or “law” is a misrepresentation – What the 
chapter contains in particular are the “Words” debarim is more like the contents of a national constitution. It is a 
way of living in relationship with God and (all) man – this day is celebrated later in the feasts and fulfilled in the 
giving of the Spirit in Acts.9 

*The Agricultural Festivals can be broken down into three seasons. 
 1. Spring- Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were celebrated at the time of the barley harvest in the spring. 
 2. Late Spring/Early Summer- Pentecost- celebrated “50” days later during the wheat harvest. 
 3. Fall- Feast of Trumpets, Day of Atonement and Tabernacles (Sept./Oct.) is celebrated with the harvest of (grapes, figs and olives)  
At the heart of the day is Evangelism and Neighborly love. "‘When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the corners of your field when you 
reap, nor shall you gather any gleaning from your harvest. You shall leave them for the poor and for the stranger: I am the Lord your God.’ ”" (Leviticus 23:22, 
NKJV)  
The World now sharing in the blessing of the God – He has been blessing the Hebrews and now others are able to partake of the blessings of Israel.  
Connection of Passover and Unleavened Bread (Christ’s Death) First Sheaf/ Firstfruits (Christ’s burial and resurrection) and Pentecost (beginning of the church 
age) –  

1. Passover is our Good Friday- The sacrificing of the lamb for us, it is the blood of the lamb that saves us. “Example of Death Angel” 
2. First fruits is our Easter- God raises us with Christ to be used for Him. We are consecrated to Him as first fruits- This is what James is talking about 
3. Weeks (Pentecost) is our Pentecost- Wiersbe argues that the four month gap between Pentecost (weeks) and the Feast of Trumpets represents the 

church age wherein believers are engaged in spiritual harvest.10 Due to what has been given to us by God we are to share it with the world – Great 
Commission.  

• Christ is our Passover: "Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, 
our Passover (rescue), was sacrificed for us." (1 Corinthians 5:7, NKJV) 11 
 

• Christ was sacrificed without a bone being broken: "In one house it shall be eaten; you shall not carry any of the flesh outside the house, 
nor shall you break one of its bones." (Exodus 12:46, NKJV)  
"They shall leave none of it until morning, nor break one of its bones. According to all the ordinances of the Passover they shall keep it." 
(Numbers 9:12, NKJV)  

• Christ is the first fruits of those who have died: "But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall 
be made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming." (1 Corinthians 15:20-
23, NKJV 
"Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures." (James 1:18, NKJV) 

• Christ initiates the new harvest of Gentiles- "And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. 
And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own 
language. Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that 
we hear, each in our own language in which we were born?" (Acts 2:5-8, NKJV)12 
 

• The references to the Lord’s Day of Sunday- (23.7,11,16,35,36,39) 
 
50 days after Passover – “Shavuot” – Feast of weeks 

 
9 Stuart, The New American Commentary - 440 
10 Wiersbe- Be Holy 
 
11  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1996, c198 
12  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1996, c1982 
 



Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
(John 7:39) 
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you 
have heard me speak about. (Acts 1:4) 
The day The Spirit is Given -  

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And they 
were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 
language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the 
mighty works of God.” And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” (Acts 2:1-13) 

Peter’s thoughts on the Spirit’s work - (Joel 2:28-29) 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by 
day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:44-47) 

The Apostle’s Teaching – God’s Word 
We respond in 3 major ways through the power of the Spirit –  

• Fellowship, Communion and Prayer 

Paul’s thoughts on the Unity of the Spirit 
 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love, to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 
called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in 
all. But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. (Ephesians 4:1-8) 
Romans 12 – The Benefits of the Believer 
Galatians 5:22-23 - The Fruit of the Spirit  
The union between the Father and Son is such a live concrete thing that this union itself is also a Person. I know that among human beings, when they get 
together in a family, or a club, or a trade union, people talk about the “spirit” of that family, or club, or trade union. They talk about its “spirit” because the 
individual members, when they are together, do really develop particular ways of talking and behaving which they would not have if they were apart. It is as if a 
sort of communal personality came into existence. Of course, it is not a real person: it is only rather like a person. But that is just one of the differences between 
God and us. What grows out of the joint life of the Father and Son is a real Person, is in fact the Third of the three Persons who are God. This third Person is called 
the Holy Ghost or the “spirit” of God. – C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity  
Are you benefitting from the Gift of God – Are you a believer? 
Are you a believer but are failing to benefit from the Spirit’s work in your life to make Jesus PRESENT? 
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ONWARD CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2022 
 
1.  ONWARD’S NEW LOCATION ANNOUNCED—We are thrilled to announce that Onward Church will be moving to 
our new facility at 13095 Publishers Drive, Fishers (131st & SR 37).  Our planned move will be August 14, 2022.  We will 
be renting our facility from Mission Christian Academy led by Shawn Moore.   
 
2.  YOUTH CAMP JUNE 22-26 at Walnut Ridge Retreat Center in Morgantown, IN.  Grades 6-12.  Cost is 
$269/pp.  Signup is at www.onwardstuff.com/camp  See Pastor Jerry for more information. 
 
3.  YOUTH TONIGHT—6-8pm at Harris’ (16369 Drayton Way, Fortville).  See Pastor Jerry for more info. 
 
4.  HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY—9TH-12TH GRADES--Thursday nights 6-8pm at Cynthia Brown’s home (14079 Clifton 
Ct, Fishers IN 46040).  See Jerry Ackerman for more info or text him at 317-919-7171. 
 
5.  LADIES BIBLE STUDY—WEDNESDAYS—9:30am at Kathy Stump’s house (12928 Whitehaven Lane, Fishers; 131st & 
Cumberland).  Studying the book of Hebrews.  Hebrews study guide $10.  See Laurie Abell (317-432-6851) or Kathy 
Stump (317-292-7632) for more details. 
 
6.  FAMILY CAMP—SEPTEMBER 9-11.  Blue Gate Inn, Shipshewana.  Save the dates.  More info to come. 
 
7. 2022 ONWARD TO JERUSALEM BIBLE STUDY TOUR—OCTOBER 18-29, 2022.  Cost of the tour will be 
approximately $3,800 per person (double occupancy).  A deposit of $500 will hold your spot.   For more information, 
please write Pastor Gary at gary@garystump.org.  Vaccine Mandates have been lifted for travelers to Israel.   


