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SUNDAY, April 3, 2022 

  

 
Today's Message: IMPOSSIBLE 

John 11 
Series:  Journey thru Golgotha 
Pastor Gary Stump 

 
Don’t we all struggle with believing that God will do the impossible for us? 
 
Romans 8:31–32 (ESV) What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who 
did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?  
 
What is the impossible that you wish God would do for you? 

• Impossible Relationship 
• Impossible Financial Circumstances 
• Impossible Medical Condition 
• Impossible Lost Loved One 

 
The Journey thru Golgotha is a journey through the impossible! 
 
Jesus left Jericho (Zacchaeus saved, Bartimaeus healed!) now headed to Bethany 
 
John 11:1–2 (NLT) A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, Mary and Martha. 2 This is 
the Mary who later poured the expensive perfume on the Lord’s feet and wiped them with her hair. Her brother, 
Lazarus, was sick.  
 

NOTE: Lazarus, Mary, Martha…single.  Mary poured out her future at His feet.   
 
Singleness is not a problem that needs to be solved.  God has meaningful work for you as a single 
person.  You matter to the body of Messiah!   
 
Mary Magdalene, Ethiopian Eunuch, Daniel, Apostle Paul…AND Jesus!  All single. 
 
“Messiah Yeshua pictures the greatest expression of love, not within marital union, but within 
friendship: “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” R. Russ Resnik 
 

vv. 3-32 So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear friend is very sick.” 4 But when 
Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. No, it happened for the glory of God so that 
the Son of God will receive glory from this.” 5 So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, 6 he stayed 
where he was for the next two days. 7 Finally, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.” 8 But his disciples 
objected. “Rabbi,” they said, “only a few days ago the people in Judea were trying to stone you. Are you going 
there again?” 9 Jesus replied, “There are twelve hours of daylight every day. During the day people can walk safely. 
They can see because they have the light of this world. 10 But at night there is danger of stumbling because they 
have no light.” 11 Then he said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but now I will go and wake him up.” 12 The 
disciples said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will soon get better!” 13 They thought Jesus meant Lazarus was simply 
sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus had died. 14 So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 And for your sakes, I’m 



glad I wasn’t there, for now you will really believe. Come, let’s go see him.” 16 Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to 
his fellow disciples, “Let’s go, too—and die with Jesus.” 17 When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus 
had already been in his grave for four days. 18 Bethany was only a few miles down the road from Jerusalem, 19 and 
many of the people had come to console Martha and Mary in their loss. 20 When Martha got word that Jesus was 
coming, she went to meet him. But Mary stayed in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask.” 23 Jesus 
told her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 “Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else rises, at the last day.” 
25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying. 26 
Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she 
told him. “I have always believed you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come into the world from 
God.” 28 Then she returned to Mary. She called Mary aside from the mourners and told her, “The Teacher is here 
and wants to see you.” 29 So Mary immediately went to him. 30 Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place 
where Martha met him. 31 When the people who were at the house consoling Mary saw her leave so hastily, they 
assumed she was going to Lazarus’s grave to weep. So they followed her there. 32 When Mary arrived and saw 
Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 
v. 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a deep anger welled up within him, 
and he was deeply troubled. 
 

“Physical death is the divine object lesson of what sin does in the spiritual realm.” (TBKC) 
 

Romans 1:18a (NIV84) The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness 

 
vv. 34-44 “Where have you put him?” he asked them. They told him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Then Jesus wept. 36 
The people who were standing nearby said, “See how much he loved him!” 37 But some said, “This man healed a 
blind man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?” 38 Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave 
with a stone rolled across its entrance. 39 “Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told them. But Martha, the dead man’s sister, 
protested, “Lord, he has been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible.” 40 Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you 
that you would see God’s glory if you believe?” 41 So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven 
and said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. 42 You always hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these 
people standing here, so that they will believe you sent me.” 43 Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 And the 
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them, 
“Unwrap him and let him go!”  
 
Jesus’ three commands concerning Lazarus: 

1. “Roll the stone aside!” 
2. “Lazarus, come out!” 
3. “Unwrap him and let him go!” 
 
“You do what you can do, and I’ll do what you can’t do!” 

 
“Pray to God, but row toward shore!” 

 
Gabriel to Mary 
Luke 1:37 (ESV) “For nothing will be impossible with God.”  
 
The LORD to Abraham 
Genesis 18:14 (NLT) “Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return about this time next year, and Sarah will have 
a son.”  
 



Job to the LORD 
Job 42:2 (NLT) “I know that you can do anything, and no one can stop you.”  
 
Jesus to His disciples 
Matthew 19:26 (NLT) Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with God 
everything is possible.”  
 
Jeremiah to the LORD 
Jeremiah 32:17 (NLT) “O Sovereign LORD! You made the heavens and earth by your strong hand and powerful 
arm. Nothing is too hard for you!”  
 
The LORD to Jeremiah 
Jeremiah 32:27 (NLT) “I am the LORD, the God of all the peoples of the world. Is anything too hard for me?”  
 
The LORD to Zechariah 
Zechariah 8:6 (NLT) “This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: All this may seem impossible to you now, a 
small remnant of God’s people. But is it impossible for me? says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.”  
 
Jesus to His Father 
Mark 14:36 (NLT) “Abba, Father,” he cried out, “everything is possible for you. Please take this cup of suffering 
away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.”  
 
Paul to Agrippa 
Acts 26:8 (NLT) Why does it seem incredible to any of you that God can raise the dead?  
 
Are you getting the idea? 
 
SO WHAT?   v. 40 “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you believe?” 
 
When you hear Impossible will you remember God says “I’m Possible” 
 
v. 25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying. 26 
Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die. Do you believe this…?” 
 
“And those who rejected the apostolic proclamation of the gospel of Christ thereby made themselves liable 
to God’s condemnation, because in rejecting those words they had rejected God.” Timothy Ward, Words of 
Life (60). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Download or listen to Sermon Audio at:  https://onwardchurch.org/resources/sermon-audio/ 
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ONWARD CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 2022 
 
1.  NO YOUTH GROUP SUNDAY NIGHT—Spring Break. 
 
2.  HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY—9TH-12TH GRADES--Thursday nights 6-8pm at Cynthia Brown’s home (14079 Clifton 
Ct, Fishers IN 46040).  See Jerry Ackerman for more info or text him at 317-919-7171. 
 
3.  LADIES BIBLE STUDY—WEDNESDAYS—9:30am at Kathy Stump’s house (12928 Whitehaven Lane, Fishers; 131st & 
Cumberland).  Studying the book of Hebrews.  Hebrews study guide $10.  See Laurie Abell (317-432-6851) or Kathy 
Stump (317-292-7632) for more details. 
 
4. 2022 ONWARD TO JERUSALEM BIBLE STUDY TOUR—OCTOBER 18-29, 2022.  Cost of the tour will be 
approximately $3,800 per person (double occupancy).  A deposit of $500 will hold your spot.   For more information, 
please write Pastor Gary at gary@garystump.org.  Vaccine Mandates have been lifted for travelers to Israel.   
 
5.  ONWARD PASSOVER SEDER—Good Friday, April 15th @ 6:30pm at the Delaware Township Community Center.  
The entire family is invited, and the evening will be especially “kid-friendly” as we will be enjoying a catered dinner 
from Chick-fil-A.   The evening is free, but we do need your reservations.  Please RSVP your reservation to Lynda 
Pendleton at lynda@anythingcantalk.com.  Our good friend, Jon Lieberman with Chosen People Ministries will join us 
for the evening.  Invite your friends to this meaningful event where we will be observing Messiah in the Passover… 
"for Messiah, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed!” (1 Cor. 5:7).   
 


