
 

 

 

MESSAGE OUTLINE 
SUNDAY, March 27, 2022 

  

 
Today's Message: PEOPLE OR TASK 

Luke 19:1–9;  Matthew 20:29–34 
Series:  Journey thru Golgotha 
Pastor Gary Stump 

 
Are you more people-oriented or task-oriented?  68% are Task-Oriented; 32% are People-Oriented 
 
“Time, as we know it, is a very recent invention. The modern time-sense is hardly older than the United 
States. It is a by-product of industrialism…Time is our tyrant. We are chronically aware of the moving 
minute hand, even of the moving second hand.”  –Aldous Huxley in his 1936 essay Time and the Machine.  
 

Relationship-Oriented Task-Oriented 
Emphasis on interaction facilitation Emphasis on work facilitation 

Focus on relationships, well-being, and motivation Focus on structure, roles and tasks 
Fostering positive relationships is a priority Producing desired results is a priority 

Emphasis on team members and communication within Emphasis on goal setting and a clear plan to achieve goals 
Communication facilitation, causal interactions, and frequent team meetings Strict use of schedules and step-by-step plans, and a 

punishment/incentive system 
 

Do you annoy people because you are so focused on completing the task? 
 
Do you annoy people because you will always interrupt your task to meet the needs of people?   
 
Which way is more godly, People-Oriented or Task-Oriented?  Before you answer consider… 
 
Does God want us to accomplish the tasks He assigns us? 
Acts 20:24 (NLT) But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord 
Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of God.  
 
Does God want us to stop what we’re doing to meet the needs of people? 
Galatians 6:10 (NLT) Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to 
those in the family of faith.  
 
Illustration:  Paul and Barnabas  
Acts 15:36–40 (NLT) After some time Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s go back and visit each city where we previously 
preached the word of the Lord, to see how the new believers are doing.” 37 Barnabas agreed and wanted to take 
along John Mark. 38 But Paul disagreed strongly, since John Mark had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not 
continued with them in their work. 39 Their disagreement was so sharp that they separated. Barnabas took John 
Mark with him and sailed for Cyprus. 40 Paul chose Silas, and as he left, the believers entrusted him to the Lord’s 
gracious care.  
 
• Paul focused on the mission (task-oriented) vs. Barnabas focused on the missionaries (people-oriented) 
 
How can you do both well?  What if Jesus can teach us how to do this? 
 



Jesus set His face like flint to go to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51; Isa. 50:7).   Although Jesus was focused on His task, He 
was still able to focus on the needs of people He encountered. 
 
Story One:  Zacchaeus 
Luke 19:1–9 (NLT) Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. 2 There was a man there named 
Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had become very rich. 3 He tried to get a look at 
Jesus, but he was too short to see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the 
road, for Jesus was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by 
name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I must be a guest in your home today.” 6 Zacchaeus quickly 
climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy. 7 But the people were displeased. “He has 
gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they grumbled. 8 Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and 
said, “I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back 
four times as much!” 9 Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has shown himself 
to be a true son of Abraham.”  
 

Another famous Tax Collector—Matthew  
Luke 5:27–28 (NLT) Later, as Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at his tax 
collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. 28 So Levi got up, left everything, and 
followed him.  

 
Zacchaeus repented! 
Shuv (Heb. בּוׁש ) = turn back; return 
 

2 Chron 7:14 “…and turn from their wicked ways…” 
 

Metanoia (Gk. μετάνοια) = to change one’s way of life as the result of a complete change of thought and 
attitude with regard to sin and righteousness 
 

2 Corinthians 7:10 (NIV84) Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, 
but worldly sorrow brings death.  

 
Zacchaeus committed to Torah Observance 
Exodus 22:1 (NLT) “If someone steals an ox or sheep and then kills or sells it, the thief must pay back five 
oxen for each ox stolen, and four sheep for each sheep stolen.”  

 
Story Two:  Blind Men Healed 
Matthew 20:29–34 (NLT) As Jesus and the disciples left the town of Jericho, a large crowd followed behind. 30 Two 
blind men were sitting beside the road. When they heard that Jesus was coming that way, they began shouting, 
“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!” 31 “Be quiet!” the crowd yelled at them. But they only shouted louder, 
“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!” 32 When Jesus heard them, he stopped and called, “What do you want me 
to do for you?” 33 “Lord,” they said, “we want to see!” 34 Jesus felt sorry for them and touched their eyes. Instantly 
they could see! Then they followed him.  
 
Jesus came to bring sight to the blind 
John 9:39 (NLT) “I entered this world to render judgment—to give sight to the blind and to show those who think 
they see that they are blind.”  
 
Jesus came to bring salvation to Zacchaeus 
Luke 19:10 (NLT) For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.” 
 

All the while headed to Jerusalem 



 
Paul might have wanted to be a little more like Jesus 
2 Timothy 4:9–11 (NLT) Timothy, please come as soon as you can. 10 Demas has deserted me because he loves the 
things of this life and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus has gone to Dalmatia. 11 
Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you when you come, for he will be helpful to me in my ministry.  
 
We can be like Jesus 
1 John 3:2 (NLT) Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be like 
when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is.  
 
SO WHAT?   How can you bring more balance between people and tasks? 
 
″Business! Mankind was my business. The common welfare was my business; charity, mercy, forbearance, 
and benevolence, were, all, my business.” –Jacob Marley, A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Download or listen to Sermon Audio at:  https://onwardchurch.org/resources/sermon-audio/ 
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ONWARD CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 27, 2022 
 
1.  YOUTH TONIGHT AT ADRENALINE—4-6PM Youth meet at Adrenaline (10080 E. 121st); Cost $10; Friends are Free. 
Grades 6-12. 
 
2.  HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY—9TH-12TH GRADES--Thursday nights 6-8pm at Cynthia Brown’s home (14079 Clifton 
Ct, Fishers IN 46040).  See Jerry Ackerman for more info or text him at 317-919-7171. 
 
3.  LADIES BIBLE STUDY—WEDNESDAYS—9:30am at Kathy Stump’s house (12928 Whitehaven Lane, Fishers; 131st & 
Cumberland).  Studying the book of Hebrews.  Hebrews study guide $10.  See Laurie Abell (317-432-6851) or Kathy 
Stump (317-292-7632) for more details. 
 
4. 2022 ONWARD TO JERUSALEM BIBLE STUDY TOUR—OCTOBER 18-29, 2022.  Cost of the tour will be 
approximately $3,800 per person (double occupancy).  A deposit of $500 will hold your spot.   For more information, 
please write Pastor Gary at gary@garystump.org.  Vaccine Mandates have been lifted for travelers to Israel.   
 
5.  ONWARD PASSOVER SEDER—Good Friday, April 15th @ 6:30pm at the Delaware Township Community Center.  
The entire family is invited, and the evening will be especially “kid-friendly” as we will be enjoying a catered dinner 
from Chick-fil-A.   The evening is free, but we do need your reservations.  Please RSVP your reservation to Lynda 
Pendleton at lynda@anythingcantalk.com.  Our good friend, Jon Lieberman with Chosen People Ministries will join us 
for the evening.  Invite your friends to this meaningful event where we will be observing Messiah in the Passover… 
"for Messiah, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed!” (1 Cor. 5:7).   
 


