ure they feel

:
________
________
________

estion

h an

t answers
is, “I don’t

enter for
day, Feb.
youth

c course.
p
eighbors,

om

ensive
ur Prayer

ONWARD
CHURCH

ONWARD MINISTRIES

1.31.16

MESSAGE OUTLINE
SUNDAY—November 25, 2018

CASTING VISION: “CALLING FOR LEADERS”
Dear Disciples,
I’m praying for God to raise up leaders who truly want to make an impact for Christ in our communities. Many dynamic
leaders—some of whom are the most gifted leaders in Christianity—are focusing enormous eﬀorts in producing results
for churches throughout our nation. Billions of dollars are focused on developing churches. Highly talented young leaders
are investing extraordinary energies in planting churches that will attract people to their program oﬀerings. Marketing and
advertising plans are developed with the hope of reaching the masses in particular communities all designed to invite people to
come to a church service.
I heard of a leader who was in a worship service planning meeting when one of the guys said, “You realize that our job
is to put butts in the seats and make them sticky so they’ll give!” He said this to be funny, but it was only funny because it
contained a thread of truth. I don’t want to be in THAT business!
Now if the way we were doing church was working in reaching our communities, it might be okay. But it is not working!
We are losing our communities more and more each year. If our job is to reach America with the Gospel, we are failing! But if
our job is to build large buildings and gather large crowds, then we’re doing okay. Many American pastors are incredibly skilled
in gathering and maintaining a crowd.
But I’d suggest that this isn’t the purpose or mission of the church. Jesus commanded us to go, not to invite people to
come to us. He commanded us to make disciples—not church members—and not converts. A disciple does what his master
does, so until he is making disciples he is not a disciple himself. He might be a Christian, but he is not a disciple. AND until his
disciples are making disciples, they are not disciples. Can you see that multiplication is built into the Great Commission?
You’ve heard it said that if you keep doing what you’re doing, you’ll keep getting what you’re getting. I heard it this
way, “The system you’re in is perfectly designed to get the results you’re getting.” When applied to church, the eﬀort is about
gathering a crowd on Sunday for the programs of the church. We do this in hopes that some lost people might wander into one
of our services, and if they do, they might hear the Gospel, and if they do they might be convicted of their sin, and if they are,
they might place their faith in Christ. This seems to me to be an incredibly ineﬃcient system for reaching lost people!
What if instead of hoping they will come into the church on a weekend, we trained and challenged every Christian to be
equipped to share Jesus with the lost people in their lives? Instead of having only one disciple-maker (the speaker on the stage),
everyone was equipped and challenged to make disciples of everyone in their lives that are far from God.
Let’s take the average large church … Imagine that this church has 2,000 people attend their weekend services. How
many lost people do you believe are in attendance on a typical weekend? Would you think 200, 100, 50? I personally believe
it would be closer to 50 than 200. Now don’t get me wrong. I’m totally in favor of 50, 100 or 200 people who are far from God
hearing the Gospel. But there are 2,000 Christians in attendance and each of them knows at least 10 lost people. So instead of
50 lost people, the Christians represent 20,000 lost people…and they will be with them in the coming week! Most of these lost
people will not come to church. Isn’t that a better way to reach people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ?
As I’ve cast this vision to pastors I’ve had them tell me, “But American Christians won’t share Jesus with lost people. It’s
a lost cause!” To which I answer with what Ying Kai told me, “Train everyone and the doers quickly emerge.” So pastor, what
you’re saying to me is that because Christians might be disobedient to the Great Commission, you are going to be disobedient
to Ephesians 4:11-13 which commands you to equip the saints for the work of ministry. Surely Paul had more in mind than
training someone to stand at the door and hand someone a bulletin as they walked in (which is the kind of “equipping for
ministry” most large churches do).
I’m not interested in building a church brand! I’m too old to play church! I have no desire to gather a crowd. I want to see
disciples make disciples. I want to see multiplication happen. And until we determine to actually obey the Great Commission,
we will keep having less and less impact on our communities—no matter how great our programs are.
So I will continue to pray that God raises up leaders to engage the Great Commission in a fresh and powerful way. Will you
pray with me about this?
Are you one of these leaders? I am praying that some of the most gifted leaders in Christianity will take up this challenge
to completely rethink how we are doing church and begin a movement that will transform our communities, our nation and our
world.
Onward praying for leaders, Pastor Gary

Today's Message:

IMMANUEL
Pastor Gary Stump
Isaiah 7:14

INTRODUCTION: What are you feeling, experiencing, and needing as we move into the Christmas season? You
might say that tradition makes you very comfortable. Maybe your childhood memories have morphed into
legend. But Christmas is also very hectic, stressful, and expensive. There is often some sense of enjoyment
and some sense of disappointment with the holidays. Often family brings conflict. The season feels rushed.
Depression is possible, even probable for many people. God becomes an after thought in many lives. Time
is an enemy. You might be feeling weary, tired, stressed, and tempted. What we need is a touch from the
Lord during this season. We must stop long enough to soak in God's Presence and God's Presents!
What if we slowed down enough to get to know our Lord more fully? AND…How do we go about knowing
God more intimately?
God has made Himself known through His names…
Some of God's Names: YHWH, Elohim, Adonai, El Shaddai, Moshiah, El Roi, El Elyon, El Olam, Yahweh
Tsidkenu, Yahweh Shammah, Yahweh Shalom, Yahweh Yireh, Yahweh Rapha, Yahweh Nissi, Yahweh Raah,
Yahweh Sabaoth, Yahweh Tsuri
□ Each of these names reveal God to us for the purpose of KNOWING Him
□ Each of these names is revealed in Jesus Christ!
IMMANUEL (( )עִמָּנוּאֵלpronounced Ee-man-noo-El') = "God with us"
Isaiah 7:14 (NLT) All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She
will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).
Jesus revealed God to us
John 1:18 (NLT) No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart.
He has revealed God to us.
If you've seen Jesus you've seen the Father
John 14:9 (NIV84) Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
Messiah is the fullness of Deity
Colossians 2:9 (NASB95) For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,
God became flesh
John 1:14 (NLT) So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and
faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.
Jesus is Immanuel
Matthew 1:22–23 (NKJV) So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,”
which is translated, “God with us.”

One more name…
GOEL (" )גְּאַלRedeemer"
Job 19:25–27 (NLT) “But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and he will stand upon the earth at last. And
after my body has decayed, yet in my body I will see God! I will see him for myself. Yes, I will see him with my own
eyes. I am overwhelmed at the thought!"
Kinsman Redeemer
Ruth 4:6 (NIV84) At this, the kinsman-redeemer said, “Then I cannot redeem it because I might endanger my own
estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it.”
The LORD Is Redeemer
Exodus 6:6–8 (NIV84) “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke
of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and
with mighty acts of judgment. 7 I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I
am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 8 And I will bring you to the
land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am
the LORD.’ ”
God called Redeemer 17 times in the Old Testament
Now the Redeemer is fully revealed in our Messiah
Galatians 4:4–5 (NIV84) But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to
redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.
So what?

What does it mean to you that God desires to be with you?
What does it mean to you that Jesus is your Redeemer?

This Christmas let's spend time getting to know our Lord better.
Next Sunday: Advent begins and Hanukkah begins
I'm posting a daily devotional on my Facebook page dealing with a different name of the Lord each day.
I hope we can make this journey together through the names of God
that we might come to know Him more intimately!

Download the Message Outline at: www.OnwardChurch.org >> Resources >> Sermon Audio >> Notes
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ONWARD CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR NOVEMBER 25, 2018
NO YOUTH GROUP TONIGHT
2019 MARRIAGE RETREAT—February 9-10 @ Brown County Inn (new location), Nashville, IN.
Cost is $109 + tax (room cost only). Each couple must make their room reservation by calling 800-772-5249. Make
your reservation now!
Marriage Retreat Schedule:
Session 1 – Saturday @ 3:00pm
Session 2 – Saturday @ 7:30pm
Session 3 – Sunday @ 9:00am
NEXT SUNDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS—DR. RAY CHILDERS—EXISTENCE—For our final week of Bible 104 Dr. Ray
Childers will be joining us to teach. This PhD. Research scientist provides arguments for the existence of God and will
explain how a Biblical Worldview is supported by the data of our existence. Everyone is invited to join us for this last
class Sunday evening, Dec. 2nd, 6-8pm at Conner Prairie.
CARING CHRISTMAS PROJECT 2018—Helping Students From Indianapolis Public Schools Pick up Christmas
stockings today and bring them back by December 9th. Suggested Items: (for each Christmas Stocking is approx.
$15.00) (Please be sure to include the ( * ) items in each stocking): Toy/Movie; Hot Cocoa Packs; Hat/Gloves*; Popcorn
Packs; Games/Books; Colored Pencils/Crayons; Shampoo/Soap*; Paper/Coloring Book; Combs/Brushes;
Puzzles/Markers; Toothbrush*; Stuffed Animals; Toothpaste; Candy/Snacks*
Bring Clothing & Household Items for Metropolitan Baptist Center—please bring clothing and other household
items for the Baptist Center. See Karen Selig to donate items.
CHRISTMAS EVE EVE SERVICE—On Sunday, Dec. 23rd we will have our morning Christmas Worship at 10:30am and
then our Christmas Eve Eve Candlelight service at 6:00pm. The children are preparing special music for us for the
evening service. Invite your family and friends as we celebrate the arrival of our Messiah!
STUDENT MISSION TRIP June 21-28, 2019! For those entering 9th grade and up, we will be traveling to Tijuana,
Mexico to take part in a Mission Adventures trip where we will be able to experience various ministry projects that
YWAM is providing in the area. Cost is roughly $1200pp. We are only taking 20 students/leaders! To confirm your
spot, see Jerry Ackerman.
LADIES PRAYER GROUP—Wednesdays 9:30-11:00am at Deta Lasley's (10966 Trailwood Dr., Fishers)
MEN'S BIBLE STUDY—TWO OPTIONS:
A) Thursday mornings 7-8 am @ IHOP (96th & I-69)
B) 2nd & 4th Tuesday evenings 7-8:30pm (see Kris Hunt or Greg Weber for location)

