
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



What is in a name? 
 
My name is Gary Stump, but that is not enough for you to know 
me.  I am a Christian.  I am Kathy's husband.  I am called Dad.  I 
am called Papaw.  I am called a friend.  I am called Pastor.  I am a 
called chaplain by Fishers Police and Fire departments.  I am 
called a U. S. Citizen.  I am called a Hoosier.  I am called a senior 
adult.  I am called a golfer.  I am called a Colts and a Pacers fan.  
When I give you all of these descriptions, you can know much 
more about me than my name alone tells you.   
 
A name is a representation of the person.  It discloses their 
identity.  So it is with God.  God desires for us to know Him—not 
just know about Him—but truly know Him…His heart…His 
character…His love…who He really is.   
 
Throughout the Old Testament God progressively revealed 
Himself to His people by sharing His names.  Each of God's 
names reveals or describes a little more about who He is.  When 
you consider all the names of God, you begin to see Him in His 
fullness, so that you can know Him more intimately.   
 
Advent is named from the Latin word adventus, which in Greek is 
parousia, which means "the coming" or "the appearing."  It is a 
time to prepare our hearts for Christmas, and has two aspects:  1) 
to remember that Jesus is coming again to rule the earth; and 2) 
to remember our Savior's birth, His coming in Bethlehem. 
 
Hanukkah is the Festival of Lights and involves lighting a 
Hanukkiah (a 9-branch menorah)—one candle the first night and 
one additional candle each night—for the eight nights of 
celebration.  Hanukkah commemorates the re-dedication of the 
Temple in Jerusalem in 165 BC after it was desecrated by 
Antiochus IV. 



This Christmas Devotional is provided so that you and I might 
consider one name of God each day of this season.  I hope you 
will take the time to spend with the Lord each day.  Let's not 
allow the busyness of the season to rob us from experiencing our 
Lord and His infinite love for us as ultimately expressed through 
our coming Savior.   
 
Here is how we will do this devotional.  Each day during Advent 
leading up to Christmas (this includes Hanukkah) we will: 

• Learn a name of God.   
• Consider the meaning of the name. 
• Look at Scripture where it's used. 
• Consider what it tells us about the Lord. 
• See how Jesus portrayed this name. 
• Then you will write a short thought about what this name 

means to you. 
 
NOTE:  This devotional can be used in future years, here are the 
dates for Advent and Hanukkah 2018-2023.  Or you might simply 
begin your devotional on December 1st each year. 
 

Year Advent Begins Hanukkah Begins 
2018 December 2 December 2 
2019 December 1 December 22 
2020 November 29 December 10 
2021 November 28 November 28 
2022 November 27 December 18 
2023 December 3 December 7 

 
 

May God reveal Himself, His love, and His purposes 
to us throughout this Christmas season! 

 
 



DAY 1 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The 
virgin will conceive a child!  She will give birth to a son and will 

call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’). 
Isaiah 7:14 (NLT) 

 
In Isaiah 7:14 God promised that at the right time, He would give us a sign 
of His plan to deliver us by having a virgin give birth to a son who would 
be God with us.  Of course this was fulfilled when God's Son, was born of 
a virgin in the city of Bethlehem—fully God and fully man—He was indeed 
"God with us." 

 
 
"For in Him all 
the fullness of 
Deity dwells in 
bodily form" 

Colossians 2:9 
(NASB95) 

  
 
 
 

Jesus is the manifestation of the very character and identity of God in a 
human body.  Every name of God in Scripture is evident in Jesus.  Our 
journey through the names of God will be the basis of our Christmas 
Devotional 
 
On the night of His last Passover, Jesus was with His disciples and 
explainied that He was going away to prepare a place for us with His 
Father.  The Apostle Philip asked Jesus to show them the Father.  Jesus 
responded, 
 



Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip,  
even after I have been among you such a long time? 

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

John 14:9 (NIV84) 
 
God delights in being with His people.  He wanted to be with us so much 
that He came to live with us.  It gives me a sense of awe that the all-
powerful, Creator God of the universe would desire to be with me…me!  
Since the day I placed my faith in Jesus Christ as the bridge that led me 
into a relationship with God I have enjoyed an intimate connection with 
the Lord.  He is indeed my Immanuel—"God with me!" 
 
So the Word became human and made his home among us. He 
was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.  And we have seen his 

glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 
John 1:14 (NLT) 

 
 
What does it mean to you that God is with you? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 



DAY 2 
 

 
 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Genesis 1:1 (NLT) 

 
The first word in the Bible that speaks of God is this word Elohim.  El is 
the singular of God, but the word Elohim is plural so it could be rightly 
translated gods.  Except in this context it must be translated God (singular) 
because it uses the plural of the word God with singular verbs throughout 
this passage.  This word speaks of the fullness of God's character—He is 
the God of gods.  He is introduced to us first as Creator. 
 
Often someone will claim that Jesus never claimed to be God, but was 
simply was a good moral teacher.  But at Jesus' trial before the High Priest 
Jesus clearly claimed to be God, 
 

Then the high priest said to him, “I demand in the name of the 
living God—tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”  Jesus 
replied, “You have said it. And in the future you will see the Son 

of Man seated in the place of power at God’s right hand and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

Matthew 26:63–64 (NLT) 
 
The High Priest at Jesus' trial knew exactly what Jesus was claiming.  He 
was claiming no less than being God.  C. S. Lewis writes,  
 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing 
that people often say about Him:  'I’m ready to accept Jesus as a 
great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God.' That is 
the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and 



said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral 
teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man 
who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of 
Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the 
Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut 
him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you 
can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come 
with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human 
teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.” 

 
Take a moment to think that the baby lying in the manger in Bethlehem 
was Creator God.  Before we can know Jesus as Savior, we must first know 
Him as Creator.   
 

Through him all things were made;  
without him nothing was made that has been made. 

John 1:3 (NIV84) 
 
For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 

Colossians 1:16 (NIV84) 
 
I shared my faith story with a man a few months ago, and then he 
explained how he did not believe in God.  I smiled and gently said to him, 
"You tell me there is no God, but I tell you I know Him."  He stared into 
my eyes for a minute and then replied, "Yes, I believe you do."  I know the 
Creator God the Father, through Jesus, God the Son, because of the 
indwelling presence of God the Holy Spirit. 
 
What would you like to say right now to the 
Creator God of the universe? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 



DAY 3 

 
 

But Moses protested, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell 
them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ they will 

ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should I tell them?” 

God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. Say this to the people of 
Israel: I AM has sent me to you.” 

Exodus 3:13–14 (NLT) 
 

 
 

God has many descriptions, titles, and designations, but He only has one 
name.  God's actual name is YHWH.  Through the centuries the rabbis 
were so concerned with taking God's name in vain that we have lost the 
actual pronunciation of this Hebrew name.   
 
The Third Commandments says,  
 

“You must not misuse the name of the LORD your God. 
The LORD will not let you go unpunished if you misuse his name." 

Exodus 20:7 (NLT) 
 



God's name is the verb of being.  We usually spell it Yahweh, but this is 
only because we add the first letter of Adonai (the Hebrew word for Lord) 
and the first letter of Elohim (which is the Hebrew word for God).   
 
Often the Jewish people will call God "Hashem" which means "The 
Name."  The name YHWH is used over 6,800 times in the Old 
Testament.  In our English translations, every time God's name is used the 
translators will let us know by using large and small caps like LORD.  This 
is our clue that the actual name of God, YHWH, is being given.  This is a 
personal name.  It denotes that we can know the Lord personally, 
intimately.   
 
Jesus revealed Himself to us as YHWH many times.  He is the fullness of 
Yahweh in bodily form (Colossians 2:9).  One day in having a discussion 
about who He was, Jesus told the Jewish leaders that Abraham rejoiced to 
see His day arrive. These leaders responded that Jesus was not yet 50 
years old, so how could Abraham have seen Him since Abraham had 
been dead for almost 2,000 years?  Jesus responded, 
 

“I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!” 
John 8:58 (NLT) 

 
It has always been an incredible thought to me that God's name would be 
a verb, and the verb of being for that matter.  We could call God: "I Am, 
He Is, and He Was, and He Shall Be."  This would be a fair 
representation of His name.  It blesses me that God is eternally in the 
present…"I AM."  He is the God who is with me in my present 
circumstances, problems, stresses and challenges.  My always-present-tense 
God! 
 
What does it mean to you that you can know 
Jesus as I AM? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 



DAY 4 
 
 
 

 
 

“But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can I rescue Israel?  
My clan is the weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh,  

and I am the least in my entire family!” 
Judges 6:15 (NLT) 

 
The word Adonai, which is translated "Lord," speaks of God's right to rule 
your life.  It indicates authority, power, position, and sovereignty.  God's 
rule over the universe is absolute.  He is in control of all things.  Nothing 
happens that doesn't first pass through His loving hand.  Isn't it interesting 
that we often refuse to obey our Lord?  We often take His commands as 
suggestions.  But Jesus is our Lord.  He is our master.  He is our 
commander.   
 
When Tommy was a baby Kathy was with a friend who asked her, "What 
does it feel like to be holding your boss?"  Of course they both laughed, 
but any mom will understand the meaning contained in this question.  Can 
you imagine how Mary felt when she was holding the Lord of the Universe 
in her arms? 
 
When the Apostle Thomas was absent from the disciples on the first night 
Jesus appeared, he said he would not believe Jesus rose from the dead 
unless he saw it for himself.  One week later the disciples were locked in 
their room when Jesus appeared in their midst for the second time.  He 
walked right up to Thomas and said,  
 

“Put your finger here, and 
look at my hands.  

Put your hand into the 
wound in my side. 

Don’t be faithless any 
longer. Believe!” 

“My Lord and my God!” 
Thomas exclaimed. 

John 20:27–28 (NLT) 



When Thomas was confronted with the proof of Jesus' resurrection he 
came to the only conclusion that was logical: that Jesus was both Lord and 
God!  Since I have a son named Thomas I have always taken issue with 
anyone who calls him "Doubting Thomas."  Thomas gives one of the most 
profound statements of faith in the entire Bible.  He knew what we should 
know, that anyone who can predict His own death, and resurrection, and 
then pull it off, deserves the right to be called Lord. 
 
But Jesus asked the crowds that were following Him, 
 

“So why do you keep calling me ‘Lord, Lord!’  
when you don’t do what I say?" 

Luke 6:46 (NLT) 
 
My personal term of endearment for God is "Lord."  When I pray to the 
Father I call Him Lord.  This reminds me of my need to surrender to 
Him…obey Him…follow Him.  The very word Lord carries with it the 
idea of submission.  Although I often mess it up, it is the driving desire of 
my heart to follow and honor my Lord! 
 
 
What about your life shows that Jesus is your 
Lord? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 



DAY 5 
 

 
 
 

 

“But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and he will stand 
upon the earth at last.  And after my body has decayed, yet in my 
body I will see God!  I will see him for myself. Yes, I will see him 

with my own eyes. I am overwhelmed at the thought!" 
Job 19:25–27 (NLT) 

 
This word Goel is the Hebrew word for Redeemer.  The idea of 
redeemer is one who buys back.  It is used of Boaz as a kinsman 
redeemer for Ruth.  Ruth was a widow from Moab who had married an 
Israelite originally from Bethlehem.  After her husband died, Ruth had the 
opportunity of finding a redeemer from among her late husband's family 
who had the right to buy back the land that he had sold, and raise a son to 
be heir of the estate.   
 

Boaz filled the role of 
kinsman redeemer for 
Ruth, married her, 
gave her a future hope, 
and raised a son to be 
heir to the land Boaz 
had redeemed.  In 
fact, Boaz was the 
father of Obed, who 
was the father of Jesse, 
who was the father of 
David.  It is because of 

David that Mary and Joseph were required to return to Bethlehem for the 
census, and while there, Jesus was born. 
 
Jesus is our Kinsman Redeemer.  Approximately, 2,000 years before Jesus 
was born, Job spoke of his future Redeemer.  At a time when not a single 
word of the Bible had been written, Job had an extremely insightful 
understanding of his need for a Redeemer, and the future bodily 
resurrection that Job would experience as he stood before his Redeemer-
God!  This thought overwhelmed Job (see Job 19:25-27 above). 



 
Now the Redeemer is fully revealed in our Messiah, Jesus, as the Apostle 
Paul explains, 
 

But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we 

might receive the full rights of sons. 
Galatians 4:4–5 (NIV84) 

 
My journey through the nighttime of my loss of Donna made the book of 
Job very special to me.  I remember the first time I read these words about 
Job's Redeemer.  It struck me that my rights to a future inheritance has 
been purchased by my Kinsman Redeemer, and this makes me no longer 
a stranger, but a son of my Father.  One day after my body has decayed in 
the ground, I will see my Redeemer face-to-face.  I, like Job, am 
overwhelmed at the thought! 
 
 
What does it mean to you that Jesus is your 
Redeemer? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 



DAY 6 
 
 

 
 

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather 
together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 

Psalm 2:1–2 (NIV84) 
 
This is one of the most important names of God in the Scriptures.  The 
Messiah was to be God's Anointed One who would come to set things 
right.  Many of the Jewish teachers of the Law at the time of Jesus saw two 
Messiah's presented in the Scriptures. The first one they named Messiah 
ben Joseph (Messiah son of Joseph) who was seen as a suffering servant.  
The second they named Messiah ben David (Messiah son of David) who 
would be a conquering king.   
 
King David speaks of this Messiah when he asks why (in the above Psalm) 
do the nations conspire against the Lord and against His Messiah.  The 
Old Testament frequently speaks of the coming Messiah.  This was the 
hope of Israel.   
 
Most Christians don't connect that the Christ of the New Testament is 
exactly the Messiah of the Old.  Jesus is the promised Messiah, God's 
Anointed One, who is coming to suffer and die for the sins of the people, 
but will return one day to reign as King on David's throne.  Every time we 
read the word Christ in the New Testament, substitute Messiah so that you 
will recognize this connection. 
 
 
 

 
 

When the angel announced Jesus' birth to the shepherds on the hills of 
Bethlehem they declared, "For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:11, NKJV).  Notice how 
this verse is translated in the New Living Translation, "The Savior—yes, the 
Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!" 
(Luke 2:11, NLT).  

Χριστός  =    ַמָשִׁיח 

     Christ   =  Messiah 



Jesus came as God's 
Anointed One, the 
Messiah.  The word 
Messiah means Anointed 
One and signifies God's 
chosen one as Moses 
anointed Aaron as High 
Priest or Samuel anointed 
David as king.   
 

David Anointed King by Samuel  
 
One day as Jesus walked with His disciples, 
 

Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Matthew 16:15–16 (NLT) 
 
On another occasion, Andrew had met Jesus and went immediately to his 
brother, Peter and proclaimed,  
 

“We have found the Messiah” (which means “Christ”). 
John 1:41b (NLT) 

 

I use the word Messiah more often than I do Christ.  This is because it 
gives me great joy to connect the promised Messiah of the Old Testament 
with Christ my Savior in the New.  The name Messiah reminds me of the 
faithfulness of my Lord.  It assures me that God's plan of redemption has 
been fulfilled in the coming Messiah…Israel's Messiah, the church's 
Messiah, my Messiah! 
 
 
What blessings come to you because Jesus is 
the Messiah? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 



DAY 7 
 
 
 
 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
him and said, “I am El-Shaddai—‘God Almighty.’ Serve me 

faithfully and live a blameless life. 
Genesis 17:1 (NLT) 

 
This is the name that God used to reveal Himself to Abraham.  The name 
God Almighty speaks of God's unlimited power, His unlimited 
knowledge, and His unlimited presence.  Of all the false gods that people 
have created to worship, there is only one Almighty God, and He is the 
LORD.   
 
Jesus was talking to a wealthy young man one day.  Sensing the control his 
wealth had over him, Jesus told him that before he could be saved, he 
needed to sell all of his assets, give them to the poor and then come follow 
Jesus.  We're told that the man left Jesus very sad because he had great 
possessions.  Then Jesus explained that it is easier to push a camel through 
a sewing needle, than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.  The 
disciples, believing that wealth was a sign of God's favor, were astonished 
asking Jesus, "Who then can be saved?"  Jesus answered as Almighty God, 
 

“What is impossible for people is possible with God.” 
Luke 18:27 (NLT) 

 

In fact, all of the 
miracles Jesus 
performed showed 
that He was El 
Shaddai—God 
Almighty.  
Calming the 
storms, walking on 
water, feeding 
5,000, healing the 



lepers, opening the eyes of the blind, and even raising the dead, all show 
Jesus as El Shaddai.  And this El Shaddai has taken up residence in the 
lives of those who have trusted in the finished work of the Lord Jesus.   
 
Today, He sits at the Father's right hand and proclaims, 
 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and the end,” 
says the Lord God.  “I am the one who is, who always was, and 

who is still to come—the Almighty One.” 
Revelation 1:8 (NLT) 

 
I am encouraged that there is nothing God cannot do except to act 
contrary to His nature.  From His unlimited power He causes all things to 
work together for my good.  No detail of my life—no matter how small—
escapes His attention.  My God can calm any storm I'm facing.  He can 
move any mountain I encounter.  He can bring beauty from ashes as 
Almighty God, by His great grace, He brought Kathy into my life.  He can 
even re-knit the delicate parts of my son's brain together after Graham was 
severely injured.  Thank you for being my Almighty God! 
 
 
What has happened in your life that would show 
Jesus is God Almighty? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 



DAY 8 
 

 
 
 

"I, yes I, am the LORD, and there is no other Savior." 
Isaiah 43:11 (NLT) 

 
Moshia (not to be confused with Messiah) is a name of God that is used a 
number of times in the Old Testament, but one that is not as familiar as it 
should be.  Our God delights in bringing salvation to His people.  
Salvation is not just what God does—it is who He is.  He is our Savior.   
 
In June 2018, 12 boys and their coach from a Thailand soccer team were 
trapped inside a cave when water closed off the exit.  For 18 days a 
massive rescue effort was underway to extract the boys.  One Thailand 
Navy Seal gave his life to rescue the boys.  All were safely rescued.   
 
The word Savior means a person who rescues others from evil, danger, or 
destruction.  The clear teaching of the Bible indicates that all people have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.  The wages of sin is death.  
God demonstrated His love for us in that while we were yet sinners 
Messiah died for us.  The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  If you will confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead you will be 
saved.  For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  
(Rom. 3:23, 6:23a, 5:8, 6:23b, 10:9, 10:13). 
 
Messiah Is Mighty to Save, 
 

Who is this in royal robes, marching in his great strength? 
“It is I, the LORD, announcing your salvation! It is I, the LORD, who 

has the power to save!” 
Isaiah 63:1b (NLT) 

 
The angel announced to the shepherds, 
 

"The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 
Bethlehem, the city of David!" 

Luke 2:11 (NLT) 



I remember the day clearly when I learned 
that Jesus was my Savior.  I had grown up 
going to church and believing in God, but I 
only knew of God.  I didn't know God.  I 
didn't even understand I was supposed to 
know Him.   
 
As I was having breakfast one morning with 
another businessman named, Pete John, he 
told me how I was separated from God 
because of my sin.  He explained that Jesus 
had died on the cross and risen from the dead 
to provide payment for my sin, but I needed to           Pete John 
respond to His offer of salvation by placing my faith in Jesus Christ. That 
morning, in a moment of surrender, I experienced the saving power of 
God through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  O, What a Savior! 
 

O what a Savior, O hallelujah 
His heart was broken on Calvary 

His hands were nail scarred 
His side was riven 

He gave His life-blood for even me 
O What a Savior by Martin Dalton 

 
 
How would you describe your experience with 
the saving power of Jesus? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



DAY 9 
 

 
 
 

Thereafter, Hagar used another name to refer to the LORD, who 
had spoken to her.  She said, “You are the God who sees me.” 

She also said, “Have I truly seen the One who sees me?” 
Genesis 16:13 (NLT) 

 
Hagar was the mother of Ishmael.  She had been the handmaiden of 
Sarah, Abraham's wife.  Since Sarah was past menopause she thought the 
only way that God could fulfill His promise of a son to Abraham was for a 
younger woman to conceive his child.  Sarah suggested that Abraham 
sleep with Hagar and she got pregnant.  Hagar began to treat Sarah 
disrespectfully, and Sarah became so harsh with her that Hagar ran away.  
The Angel of the Lord appeared to Hagar and told her to return home 
and submit to Sarah.  She was so encouraged by what the Lord promised 
that she named Him, "The God who sees me."   
 
God is always watching over us.  He sees everything we do.  He is there to 
guard us and guide us.   
 
 

The LORD keeps 
you from all harm 
and watches over 

your life. 

The LORD keeps 
watch over you as 
you come and go, 

both now and 
forever. 

Psalm 121:7–8  
 

The eyes of the LORD watch over those who do right; 
his ears are open to their cries for help. 

Psalm 34:15 (NLT) 
 



Jesus displayed this name of God in His interaction with Nathaniel.  Not 
only did Jesus prove that He was the God who sees, but He also showed 
that He knew what was in a person's heart. 
 

As they approached, Jesus said, “Now here is a genuine son of 
Israel—a man of complete integrity.”  

“How do you know about me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus replied, 
“I could see you under the fig tree before Philip found you.”  

Then Nathanael exclaimed,  
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God—the King of Israel!” 

John 1:47–49 (NLT) 
 
One day each of us will stand before our Judge to give an account.  It is 
especially challenging to think that nothing escapes His notice.  Listen to 
how the writer of Hebrews explains, 
 

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. 
Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, 
and he is the one to whom we are accountable. 

Hebrews 4:13 (NLT) 
 
It is comforting to me to think of my Lord as "God who sees."  The Lord 
not only sees, but cares about me.  He is engaged in the smallest details of 
my life.  Nothing escapes His notice.  And nothing can touch my life that 
doesn't first pass through His loving hand. 
 
 
 
What does it mean to you that the LORD always 
sees you? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 



DAY 10 
 

 
 
 

I will thank the LORD because he is just;  
I will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High. 

Psalm 7:17 (NLT) 
 
Of all the gods that people have worshipped through the centuries, our 
God is the God Most High.  He is the King of all kings and Lord of all 
lords.  There is none like Him.  He alone is God. 
 
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He 

was priest of God Most High.)  And he blessed him and said, 
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor of heaven and 
earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your 

enemies into your hand!”  
Genesis 14:18–20a (ESV) 

 
In this story above, Abraham had just returned from rescuing his nephew, 
Lot, who had been captured by a group of city kings.  As Abraham walked 
through the Kidron Valley in what is today called Jerusalem (then was 
simply called Salem) Melchizadek came out to meet Abraham.  This is an 
incredible meeting between two great patriarchs.   
 
Melchizadek is called the King of Salem (shalom or peace), and a priest of 
the most High God (El Elyon).  Melchizadek (meaning King of 
Righteousness) is a shadow of Messiah who would be both King and 
Priest.  Notice that he brings Abraham bread and wine…a foreshadowing 
of the Lord's Supper.  The writer of Hebrews explains this imagery,  
 
This Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem and also a priest of 

God Most High. When Abraham was returning home after 
winning a great battle against the kings, Melchizedek met him 

and blessed him.  Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had 
captured in battle and gave it to Melchizedek. The name 

Melchizedek means “king of justice,” and king of Salem means 



“king of peace.”  There is no record of his father or mother or any 
of his ancestors—no beginning or end to his life. He remains a 

priest forever, resembling the Son of God. 
Hebrews 7:1–3 (NLT) 

 
Jesus is my King-Priest.  He is my ruler with the absolute right to the 
throne of my life.  He is also my priest—High Priest—who is my 
intermediary with the Father.  That is because my Lord is God Most High!  
This is what the throng of angels proclaimed to the rabbinical shepherds 
that first Christmas night as they sang,  
 

“Glory to God in 
the highest, 

and on earth peace 
among those with 

whom he is 
pleased!” 

Luke 2:14 (ESV) 
 
 
 
 
What does Jesus as the Most High God mean 
for your life personally? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 



DAY 11 
 

 
 

 
Have you never heard? Have you never understood? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of all the earth. 
He never grows weak or weary.  

No one can measure the depths of his understanding. 
Isaiah 40:28 (NLT) 

 
Chris Tomlin's song called Everlasting God is based on the above 
Scripture passage, 

 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 
We will wait upon the Lord 

 
Our God, You reign forever 

Our hope, our strong deliverer 
 

You are the everlasting God 
The everlasting God 

You do not faint 
You won't grow weary 

 
You're the defender of the weak 

You comfort those in need 
You lift us up on wings like eagles 

 
Jesus is the Everlasting God.  When the beginning began He was there.  
He was with the Father.  He is the eternal Son of God.   
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning. 
John 1:1–2 (NIV84) 

 
In Isaiah 9:6 the Messiah is called the Everlasting Father.  This does not 
mean Jesus and the Father are the same person, but that they are two 



persons of the One True God.  He is everlasting in His nature, in His 
Son-ship, in His being.  He never changes.  The writer of Hebrews 
explains the eternal nature of the Son, 
 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
Hebrews 13:8 (NLT) 

 
Because Jesus is the Everlasting God, I can trust Him.  He never changes.  
He does not grow tired.  He is forever the same—from eternity past to 
eternity future—He is always my Lord and my God.  This understanding 
that Jesus, the One in Whom I have placed my hope for eternal life, is the 
Everlasting God gives me great comfort and strength.   
 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, 
and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

Revelation 1:8 (NIV84) 
 
 
How does the unchangeable nature of Jesus as 
Everlasting God bless your life? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 



DAY 12 
 

 
 
 

And there he built an altar and named it El-Elohe-Israel. 
Genesis 33:20 (NLT) 

 
God chose Abraham and established 
His covenant with him so that, through 
the descendents of Abraham, the 
whole world would be blessed.  
Abraham's grandson, Jacob, wrestled 
with a "Man" (who was God in a bodily 
form), and the Lord changed his name 
from Jacob to Israel, which means 
"wrestles with God."  God confirmed 
that through Israel, the Messiah would 
come. 
 
Jesus showed Himself to be "God, the 
God of Israel" when He came for the 
lost sheep of Israel as their promised 
Messiah.  Jesus said that He had come 
to gather His sheep from out of Israel.  Those who were His genuine 
sheep would recognize His voice and follow Him.  Then Jesus explained 
that He had sheep from another sheepfold (in other words from among 
the Gentiles), and He proclaimed that there would be one sheepfold and 
one Shepherd. 
 
“I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know 

me…I have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must 
bring them also. They will listen to my voice, and there will be 

one flock with one shepherd." 
John 10:14–16 (NLT) 

 
Jesus came through Israel—and to Israel—as God's promised Redeemer, 
Savior, Messiah…as Jesus said, "salvation comes through the Jews" (John 
4:22b).  The Apostle Paul said that the Gospel came to the Jews first, and 



also for the Gentiles (Romans 1:16).  Every one of the writers of the New 
Testament were Jewish (descendents of Israel).  All of the disciples were 
Jewish.  And my Lord was Jewish, born of a Jewish mother, in the Jewish 
town of Bethlehem, in fulfillment of the Jewish Scriptures! 
 
Whenever I hear of how Jesus came for the lost sheep of Israel, I am 
encouraged!  God's unrelenting plan of redemption, and His unrelenting 
pursuit of His people, has been unfolding for thousands of years.  He 
chose a particular family, and a particular people through whom to bring 
salvation to a whole world. 
 
In the same way that God chose Israel, Jesus chose you and me, 
 

"You didn’t choose me. I chose you. 
 I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit" 

John 15:16a (NLT) 
 
When I think of Jesus as the Messiah of Israel, and of God as the God of 
Israel, I am strengthened in my faith.  If God's promise to Israel was 
irrevocable, then I can be confident that His promise to me is irrevocable.  
  
 
What does it do for your faith to know that God, 
is the God of Israel? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



DAY 13 
 

 
 
 
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up 
to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do 

what is just and right in the land.   
In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  

This is the name by which he will be called:  
The LORD Our Righteousness. 

Jeremiah 23:5–6 (NIV84) 
 
The children of Israel were in bondage in Babylon.  Jeremiah was one of 
God's prophets to proclaim God's judgment on the people, and to 
promise the future hope of their deliverance.  In this passage Jeremiah 
promises that the Messiah will have the name:  Yahweh provides our 
Righteousness. 
 
I talk to people from time to time who tell me they are okay with God 
because of two things: 1) they believe in God (which simply means they 
believe God exists); and 2) they try to do good things to help people.  
There are many who are attempting to establish their own righteousness as 
Paul describes,   
 

For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
 and seeking to establish their own righteousness,  
have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 

Romans 10:3 (NKJV) 
 
We have no 
righteousness in 
ourselves.  In fact we 
are told that our best 
"righteous acts" are like 
filthy rags to God 
(Isaiah 64:6).  Because 
God is holy we must 
be holy to be in right 



relationship with Him.  That is why God solved this problem through our 
Messiah.  The Apostle Paul explains that our salvation is, 
 

not by works of righteousness which we have done,  
but according to His mercy He saved us 

Titus 3:5a (NKJV) 
 
God did for us through His Son, Jesus, what we could never accomplish 
for ourselves, 
 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV84) 
 
If it were not for the righteousness of Jesus credited to our account by our 
faith in His finished work on the cross, we would be forever separated 
from God.  I was like those who think they are right with God because I 
believed in God and tried to do the right thing.  But when I realized how 
woefully short of God's standard of righteousness I fell, I surrendered to 
the Lord my righteousness.   
 
 
What does it tell you about God that He would 
provide righteousness for you? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY 14 
 

 
 
 
 

And Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and named it 
Yahweh-Shalom (which means “the LORD is peace”). 

Judges 6:24a (NLT) 
 
The Lord of Peace is one of the most significant names in all of Scripture.  
Peace is one thing this world most desperately needs.  Of course we need 
peace from war, but even more critical is that we need peace in the depths 
of our soul.  Ever since Adam and Eve first rebelled against God humans 
have been at war with God and one another.   
 

"Shalom" is the traditional greeting 
in Israel.  When my good friend 
from Israel, Moshe, calls or writes 
he always begins with "Shalom."  
This peace is more than an 
absence of conflict.  It is actually a 
blessing that means, "May the 
Lord's peace surround you and fill 
you with well-being."   

 
Peace is that settled attitude of heart and mind when you sense that all is 
right with you.  It is the absence of anxiety, distress, and fear.  We are told 
that God can provide supernatural peace ("peace that transcends all 
understanding").  The Apostle Paul used these terms to describe God's 
peace in Philippians 4:7.  Eugene Peterson in his paraphrase says it like 
this,  "Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming 
together for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what 
happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life" 
(Philippians 4:7, The Message).  
 
God is the Lord of Peace.  He is able to provide peace in the human heart 
because He is a peacemaker…the Peacemaker.  When His Son came into 
the world it is natural that He would bring God's peace.  Jesus said,  
 



“I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart.  
And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. 

So don’t be troubled or afraid." 
John 14:27 (NLT) 

 
There have been many times in my life when I have been surprised by 
God's supernatural peace.  At approximately 2am the morning of 
November 9, 1989, Kathy answered a call from my Mom informing us 
that my Dad had died unexpectedly of a heart attack.  We quickly dressed 
and hurried over to their house.   
 
As we walked in the reality of Dad's passing was overwhelming.  We were 
all crying and deeply troubled so we did the only thing we know to do in 
those circumstances:  we prayed to the Lord. During our prayer we were 
pouring out our requests to God, but the moment we turned out attention 
to thanksgiving, we were overwhelmed with God's peace.  Each time we 
felt anxious or grief we would pray with thanksgiving, and every time God 
gave us the peace we so desperately needed.   
 
Jesus came to bring us God's peace.  Through His death and resurrection 
He has given us peace WITH God.  And through prayer with 
thanksgiving He has given us the peace OF God.  After all that's what the 
angels promised that night to the shepherds,  
 

“Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth  
to those with whom God is pleased.” 

Luke 2:14 (NLT) 
 
 
What is a time when you have truly experienced 
God's peace? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 



DAY 15 
 

 
 
 
Abraham named the place Yahweh-Yireh (which means “the LORD 

will provide”). To this day, people still use that name as a 
proverb: “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.” 

Genesis 22:14 (NLT) 
 
God tested Abraham with 
one of the greatest tests of 
faith recorded in the Bible.  
He asked Abraham to 
sacrifice his son, Isaac, on 
one of the outcroppings on 
top of Mount Moriah, which 
is in the center of what was 
later called Jerusalem.  
Abraham did not delay to 
obey the Lord as they left 
early the next morning.  I 
believe Isaac was probably 37 
years old when this 
happened.  After they had 
traveled for 3 days, Abraham 
left the servants behind and 
traveled on with Isaac, 
carrying the fire and placing 

the wood on Isaac's back.  As they headed off Isaac asked, "Father, we 
have the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the offering?"  
Abraham answered, "Yahweh, Himself, will provide the ram."   
 
When they arrived at the place God led them (and I believe we will learn 
one day that the exact hill on top of Mount Moriah where this took place 
was known in Jesus' day as Golgotha or Calvary), Isaac climbed up on the 
altar to offer himself willingly in obedience to his father's will.   
 
As Abraham lifted the knife to Isaac's throat, the Angel of the Lord (who is 
the Preincarnate Son of God) stopped Abraham from going through with 



the offering of his son.  Abraham looked up and saw a ram that was caught 
in a bush and offered him instead of his son. 
 
Two thousand years later, in the same exact location, on the same hill, in 
obedience to His Father, the Son of God climbed willingly upon the cross 
to offer Himself as the sacrifice provided by the LORD to bring an end to 
sin and death.  The Father has already proven He is the Lord Who 
Provides.  Jesus is the Provision! 
 
What Abraham was stopped from doing, the Father finished!  Think of 
what this means for us, 
 

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 

Romans 8:32 (NKJV) 
 
When I turned in my resignation at my previous church I can remember 
how anxious I was about my future.  The morning of the meeting I 
happened to drive by my old neighborhood where we had built a home in 
1979.  Since the neighborhood was new, everyone planted little trees in 
their yards.  When I turned into the main drive 32 years later I was 
amazed by the size of those trees.  They were huge.  At that moment the 
Lord spoke to my heart and asked, "Those trees were planted more than 
30 years ago.  In all those years have I ever failed to provide for you?" 
 

And this same God who takes care of me will supply 
 all your needs from his glorious riches,  

which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:19 (NLT) 

 
What would you say to God as you consider the 
lengths He went through to prove to you that 
He is the Lord Who Provides?  
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 



DAY 16 
 

 
 
 
“If you will listen carefully to the voice of the LORD your God and 
do what is right in his sight, obeying his commands and keeping 
all his decrees, then I will not make you suffer any of the diseases 

I sent on the Egyptians; for I am the LORD who heals you.” 
Exodus 15:26 (NLT) 

 
Moses was leading the children of Israel through the wilderness when they 
came upon an oasis that had poison water.  The people were terrified 
wondering what they would drink.  God told Moses to pick up a piece of 
wood and throw it into the water and the water was immediately made safe 
to drink.  Then God told the people that He was Yahweh Rapha—the 
Lord Who Heals. 

Jesus displayed 
that He was 
indeed Yahweh 
Rapha as he 
healed person 
after person…the 
leper, the blind, 
the deaf, those 
who couldn't 
speak, the 
crippled, the 
deformed, He 
even raised the 
dead.   

 
But even more than the physical healings He performed, Jesus brought 
healing to the sickness of sin and death.  The prophet Isaiah predicted that 
Messiah would bring healing when he said,  
 

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And 

by His stripes we are healed. 
Isaiah 53:5 (NKJV) 



The Apostle Peter gave us the interpretation of what Isaiah meant by 
bringing us the healing we so badly need when he wrote, 
 

He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross  
so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right.  

By his wounds you are healed. 
1 Peter 2:24 (NLT) 

 
In the summer of 2010 our son, Graham, was suffering with a traumatic 
brain injury.  It was an incredibly difficult time for our whole family.  The 
neurosurgeon predicted that Graham would never awaken from the coma, 
but would "remain in a persistent vegetative state."  It was at this time that I 
first heard the Chris Tomlin song Our God which sings, 
 

Into the darkness you shine,  
Out of the ashes we rise there's no one like you, none like You! 

Our God is greater, our God is stronger,  
God you are higher than any other. 

Our God is Healer, Awesome in Power, Our God! Our God! 
 

I can't tell you how encouraging it was for me to sing "Our God is Healer, 
Awesome in Power!"  I needed God's healing power more than ever in my 
life.  I needed to be reminded that He was "Yahweh Rapha" …and He 
proved it when Graham signed his own discharge papers and walked out 
of the rehabilitation hospital less than two months after his injury!  We can 
testify that God is indeed the Lord who heals! 
 
 
What healing have you experienced, and what 
healing do you need, because He is Yahweh 
Rapha—The Lord Who Heals? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 



DAY 17 
 

 
 
 

Moses built an altar there and named it Yahweh-nissi (which 
means “the LORD is my banner”). 

Exodus 17:15 (NLT) 
 
Every American 
knows the story of 
Francis Scott Key 
writing the Star 
Spangled Banner the 
morning after the 
British bombardment 
of Fort McHenry in 
1814.  He was 
inspired to see the 
Stars and Stripes still 
flying over the fort the 
next morning.  The sight of "Old Glory" gave him hope and courage.  Our 
flag still does that today.  It is a symbol—the banner—of our entire nation.  
In this one image, volumes of feelings and history are communicated. 

 
In the above Scripture, Moses calls God the "Lord Is My Banner."  This 
comes from the story of Joshua leading the Israelites in battle against the 
Amalekites.  As long as Moses held his staff (his banner) high, the 
Israelites were winning the battle, but if his arms dropped and the staff was 
lowered, the Israelites began to lose the battle.  Aaron and Hur stood on 
either side of Moses and held up his arms. The Israelites won the battle 
and Moses built an altar to remind them that the Lord is My Banner. 
 
The Shekinah glory of God led the children of Israel through the 
wilderness as a banner.  The pillar of cloud by day, and pillar of fire by 
night, represented God as "the Lord my Banner."  It visibly indicated His 
presence, His power, and His protection as they traveled through hostile 
lands.   
 



If you were to ask the Israelites, "What was the single most important thing 
the Lord My Banner represents to you?"  I believe they would answer, "It 
represents Yahweh's love for us, His people!"  It is like Solomon's young 
wife proclaimed,  
 

He brought me to the banqueting house,  
And his banner over me was love. 

Song of Solomon 2:4 (NKJV) 
 
The prophet Isaiah proclaimed that the Root of Jesse (a direct reference 
to the Messiah) would be our banner,  
 

“In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the 
peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be 

glorious…He will raise a banner for the nations and gather the 
exiles of Israel; he will assemble the scattered people of Judah 

from the four quarters of the earth.” 
Isaiah 11:10, 12 (NIV) 

 
I can fight the battles of life under the banner of His love.  I can rally to 
His presence and experience victory in His service.  Whenever our enemy 
attacks me, I remember that Jesus is my banner.  I will not be defeated in 
His unit.  His banner will guard me and guide me.   
 
 
If someone outside the faith were to ask, how 
would describe what it means that the Lord is 
your banner? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 



DAY 18 
 
 
 
 

 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

Psalm 23:1 (NKJV) 
 
Before David was king of Israel he was a shepherd of a small flock of 
sheep on the hills of his hometown, Bethlehem.  He had the experience 
of leading, feeding, protecting, and sheltering his sheep.  He realized that 
sheep are very skittish animals—not particularly smart.  They have no 
strong defense and are in danger from many predators.  He learned how 
to guide them through the various dangers and challenges of their 
existence.  David knew how important he was to the survival of his sheep.  
They wouldn't make it long without him. 
 
When David was considering challenging Goliath he referred to his 
experience as a shepherd saying that when a lion or bear would come to 
steal one of his lambs, he would use his rod and staff to fight it off and save 
his sheep.   
 
After spending years as a shepherd he began to realize how much his 
Heavenly Father was like a shepherd and so out of his deep experience he 
penned some of the most profound words that have ever been written, 
 

The LORD is my 
shepherd; I shall not 
want.  He makes me 
to lie down in green 
pastures; He leads me 
beside the still waters.  

He restores my soul; 
He leads me in the 
paths of righteousness 

For His name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod 



and Your staff, they comfort me.  You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My 
cup runs over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the 
days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever. 

Psalm 23 (NKJV) 
 
When Jesus was teaching His disciples He identified Himself as the Good 
Shepherd,  
 

“I am the good shepherd.  
The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep." 

John 10:11 (NLT) 
 
For many years I read the 23rd Psalm as a beautiful description of my Lord.  
But after He personally led me through "the valley of the shadow of death" 
when Donna died, I experienced the 23rd Psalm.  It became, not just 
beautiful thoughts, but a living reality.  These words became very personal 
as I experienced the Lord as my Shepherd who comforted me, led me, 
provided for me, and protected me.  I can't read these words without 
making them personal…"The Lord is my Shepherd, I will not want…" 
 
 
What comfort and strength do you receive from 
knowing "the Lord is my Shepherd?" 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



DAY 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who is the King of glory?  
The LORD of Heaven’s Armies—  

he is the King of glory.  
Psalm 24:10 (NLT) 

 
Yahweh is the Lord / Commander of the host of heaven.  When God 
created the universe, earth was not the only location of life.  God created a 
whole host in heaven…angels, seraphim, cherubim, archangels…maybe 
millions of them as were told in the book of Revelation: "ten thousand 
times ten thousand and thousands of thousands" (Rev. 5:11).   
 
When Joshua led the children of Israel across the Jordan River and into 
the Promised Land, he was preparing for the battle of Jericho when he 
took a walk for some time of quiet reflection.  He spotted a Man standing 
with a sword in His hand.  Joshua asked, "Are you for us or for our 
enemies?"  He heard,  
 
“Neither one.  I am the commander of the LORD’s army.” At this, 
Joshua fell with his face to the ground in reverence. “I am at your 
command,” Joshua said. “What do you want your servant to do?”  

The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your 
sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.”  

And Joshua did as he was told. 
Joshua 5:14–15 (NLT) 

 
Here the Commander of the Lord's Army (or the Lord of Heaven's 
Armies) is showing Himself to Joshua.  If there is any question about who 
this is, He tells Joshua to remove his shoes because he's standing on holy 
ground.  This is the same thing that the Angel of the Lord said to Moses as 
he stood in front of the burning bush when He identified Himself as 
Yahweh ("I AM").   
 



When Jesus was facing arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane, Peter drew 
his sword and cut off Malchus' ear who was the servant of the High Priest.  
Jesus healed his ear and told the disciples, 
 
“Put away your sword.  Those who use the sword will die by the 

sword.  Don’t you realize that I could ask my Father for thousands 
of angels to protect us, and he would send them instantly?" 

Matthew 26:52–53 (NLT) 
 

 
 
This tells me that our Lord commands the whole host of heaven.  He has 
unlimited resources at His disposal.  There is no power or demon or 
attack that the Lord of Heaven's Armies can't defend.  Our Lord is not 
some meek rabbi from Galilee, but the Commander in charge of the most 
powerful force of fighters in the universe!   
 
 
In what ways can you find strength from the 
fact that our Lord is the Lord of Heaven's 
Armies? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



DAY 20 
 
 
 
 
 

“The LORD lives! Blessed be my Rock! Let God be exalted,  
The Rock of my salvation!" 

2 Samuel 22:47 (NKJV) 
 
The "Lord is my Rock" brings many images to mind.  He is the foundation 
on which my faith stands.  He is the strength of my life.  He is the Rock of 
protection against my enemies.  He provides me with living water in the 
desert experiences of my life.   
 
Do you realize that Moses was not allowed to enter the Promised Land 
because of what he did to the Rock?  Moses had led the children of Israel 
out of Egypt and into the desert.  Soon they needed water and were 
terrified they would die in the wilderness (Exodus 17).  God instructed 
Moses to strike the rock and water gushed out.   

 
Forty years later Moses 
was faced with a similar 
problem.  This time the 
Lord instructed Moses 
to speak to the rock and 
water would come forth.  
In his frustration with 
the people he struck the 
rock twice.  The Lord 
was angry with Moses 

and said that because he had done this, he would not be allowed to enter 
the Promised Land (Numbers 20). 
 
I've thought that the Lord was being too harsh with Moses.  This seems 
like a minor infraction until I realized that Moses had ruined a spiritual 
symbol that the Lord wanted the people to learn.  The truth is that the 
Rock is Christ (Messiah) and He only needs to be struck once to produce 
living waters.  After this, one only needs to speak to the Rock to receive 
the living water.  Christ our Rock has been sacrificed (struck) once for all 
time.   



and all of them drank the same spiritual water.  
For they drank from the spiritual rock that traveled with them, and 

that rock was Christ. 
1 Corinthians 10:4 (NLT) 

 
The writer of the book of Hebrews states that Jesus was stricken for our 
sins once for all time, 
 

But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, 
sat down at the right hand of God, 

Hebrews 10:12 (NKJV) 
 
I have experienced our Lord as my Rock on many occasions.  There have 
been many times when I've felt like the ground under my feet was 
crumbling from tragedies, only to find that my feet were on solid ground.  
The Lord is like a High Rock that raises me above my circumstances and 
hides me in a fortress of safety.  He is truly my solid Rock as the words of 
the old hymn proclaim, 
 

When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil. 

 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
 
When have you experienced the Lord as your 
Rock? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 



DAY 21 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,  
and the government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 (NIV84) 
 
This is one of the most famous prophecies in Scripture about the coming 
Messiah and who He would be…what He would be like.  This statement 
declares a number of names of God that we will unpack in the next couple 
of days.  Notice that this passage speaks of a child born and a son given to 
us.  The entire weight of human government will rest on Him. 
 
If you will look carefully you will see that this passage gives a clear 
reference to the Trinity.  God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit—three in one—Almighty God. 

• We know God the Holy Spirit as our Wonderful Counselor 
• We know God the Father as our Everlasting Father 
• We know God the Son as the Prince of Peace 
• Three persons of the Almighty God 

 
And He will be identified 
as ("His name will be 
called") Wonderful 
Counselor (in Hebrew 
"Pele Yoetz").  Jesus had 
been the Wonderful 
Counselor for His 
followers for over three 
years.  As Jesus prepared 
His disciples for His death 
and departure He 
promised that when He 

left, He would send them another Counselor just like Him who would be 
with them, and in them.   



And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor 
to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 

accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you 
know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 

John 14:16–17 (NIV84) 
 
Jesus said it was good for them that He would go away, because then He 
would send the Holy Spirit to be in every believer…everywhere…all the 
time.  The Spirit of Truth would be their constantly present, Wonderful 
Counselor. 
 
Do you realize that Jesus' holy counsel is always available to us through the 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit?  The Holy Spirit confirms to me 
that I am God's child.  He counsels me when I'm afraid or confused.  He 
helps me pray according to the will of the Father.  He convicts me of sin 
and guides me to make good choices.   
 

He is my personal Counselor 24 / 7 / 365! 
 
 
What has the Wonderful Counselor been saying 
to you lately? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY 22 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,  
and the government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 (NIV84) 
 
Our Heavenly Father is the perfect Dad.  In fact we're told that we can call 
Him "Abba Father."  In our vernacular we might even call Him "Daddy," 
or "Papa."   
 
There are many things we need to experience from our Father.  He gives 
us attention.  This means that He is totally aware of, and involved with, 
everything that happens to us.  Jesus said that our Father even knows the 

number of hairs on our head.   
 
We need our Father's 
approval.  We need to know 
that our Father accepts us for 
who we are, not for what we do 
for Him, and that He claims us 
as His own.  We need our 
Father's affection.  We need to 
know how deeply our Father 

loves us and desires to have an intimate relationship with us.  We also 
need our Father's comfort when we are hurting.  This is the kind of Father 
God we have. 
 
Every child needs a loving father.  The fact that so many grow up missing a 
positive earthly father causes some people to withdraw at the mention of 
God as our Heavenly Father.  The very idea of a Father in Heaven is 
difficult to comprehend.  So the Father sent His Son to demonstrate what 
He is like as a Father.  It would be much more obvious to see His 
character when His Son was living among us.  Jesus was the fullness of the 
character of the Father in a physical body. 



On the last night with His disciples before His crucifixion, Jesus said He 
was going to the Father and then said they knew the way to get there.  
When Thomas asked Him for the way Jesus responded, 
 

“I am the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me." 

John 14:6 (NIV84) 
 
This prompted Philip to ask Jesus to visibly show them the Father.  Jesus 
admonished him by saying, 
 

“Have I been with you all this time, Philip,  
and yet you still don’t know who I am?  

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father!  
So why are you asking me to show him to you?" 

John 14:9 (NLT) 
 
My most intimate term of endearment for my father was "Pop."  It brings 
tears to my eyes as I write this as he has been with the Lord for many years 
and I miss him every day.  He never got to hear me preach.  He has not 
been here to see my kids grow up, or to meet my grandkids.  I loved him 
so much.  For me to think that I can call my Heavenly Father "Pop" fills 
me with awe and love.  This was made possible only through the provision 
He made through His Son, my Lord and Savior. 
 
 
Write a note to God to express your love for 
your Heavenly Father.  Begin the note with a 
term of endearment. 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



DAY 23 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,  
and the government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 (NIV84) 
 
The third name in this passage that we need to examine is the name 
Prince of Peace.  Of course we know that this refers to Jesus.  But did you 
know that the Father is also the Lord of Peace?  On Day 14 we examined 
this name for the Father.  When Jesus came as the Prince of Peace He 
was simply displaying the character of God in human form. 
 

When the angels announced the 
arrival of the Messiah to the 
rabbinical shepherds on the hills of 
Bethlehem, they promised that 
His coming meant "peace on 
earth."  The Lord of Peace had 
taken a body on Himself and was 
at that moment lying in a feeding 
trough in town. 

 
At his son's dedication, Zechariah (the father of John the Baptist) 
prophesied that the Messiah would come… 
 

"…to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, and to guide us to the path of peace.” 

Luke 1:79 (NLT) 
 
Are you a peacemaker, a peace-breaker, or a peace-faker?  Each of us is at 
least one of these.  Sometimes we act in a careless way and break the 
peace in our homes, or at work, or among our friends, or even in the 
church.  Other times we may pretend everything is okay when we're 



actually hurt and harboring resentment.  This makes us a peace-faker.  
Jesus both challenged us, and modeled for us, how to be a peacemaker.   
 
Our Lord came to bring peace between God and mankind, and peace 
between humans as well.  That's why Jesus said, 
 

"Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they will be called sons of God." 

Matthew 5:9 (NIV84) 
 
Watching the evening news is a tremendous witness to the need for peace 
in this world.  I question what could be done to bring peace between 
nations and people?  What law could be passed?  What program could be 
instituted?  What education could be offered?  What new technology 
could be provided that could bring real and lasting peace on earth?   
 
Then I remember that one day the Messiah will return in all of His 
splendor and regency.  He will defeat the enemies of peace as His foot 
steps down onto the Mount of Olives.  He will enter the Temple in 
Jerusalem through the Eastern (Golden) Gate and take His rightful place 
on David's Throne.  He will rule with righteousness and peace for a 
thousand years. 
 

Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness  

from that time on and forever.  
The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

Isaiah 9:7 (NIV84) 
 
 
What are ways that you have experienced 
peace from the Prince of Peace? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 



DAY 24 
 

 
 
 
 
 

"Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid;  
‘For YAH, the LORD, is my strength and song;  

He also has become my salvation.’ ” 
Isaiah 12:2 (NKJV) 

 
Jesus.  The name Jesus in English is actually Yeshua in Hebrew and 
means Yahweh Saves.  When His mother (her actual name was Miriam) 
stepped out the door to call Him for dinner she would yell, "Yeshua!"  
This is our Savior's actual name.  He has many titles and descriptions, but 
only one name. 
 
Did you know that the name Yeshua is found more than 150 times in the 
Old Testament?  It is not always used as a name, but the Hebrew word for 
salvation is "yeshua."  Listen to Isaiah proclaim Yahweh's salvation in this 
passage, 
 

"It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up 
the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I 
will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be 

My salvation to the ends of the earth.” 
Isaiah 49:6 (NKJV) 

 
Read it like this…"that you should be my 'yeshua' to the ends of the earth."  
God is the LORD of Salvation.  He delights in saving us from the 
destruction of sin and death.  That is why His Son—the exact likeness of 
God—has a name that means God saves.  Now we have a fuller 
understanding of what the angel said to Joseph,  
 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. 
For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  And 
she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.” 
Matthew 1:20–21 (NLT) 



 

I would encourage you to read the Christmas story (the text from Luke 2 is 
included in the back of this booklet).  The Apostle Paul tells us that 
because Jesus humbled Himself to be born in a human body, suffer on the 
cross and raise victoriously… 

God elevated him to the place of highest honor 
 and gave him the name above all other names,  

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2:9–11 (NLT) 
 
Hillsong sings, "What a beautiful name it is, the name of Jesus Christ, my 
King…What a wonderful name it is…What a powerful name it is."  The 
bridge to this song always gives me chills when we sing, "Death could not 
hold You, the veil tore before You.  You silenced the boast, of sin and 
grave.  The heavens are roaring, the praise of Your glory, For You are 
raised to life again.  You have no rival.  You have no equal.  Now and 
forever, Our God reigns.  Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory.  
Yours is the Name, above all names!" 
 
Today, what would you say to your salvation: 
the Lord Jesus? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 



DAY 25 
 

 
 
 
   

As the deer pants for the water brooks,  
So pants my soul for You, O God. 

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  
When shall I come and appear before God? 

Psalm 42:1–2 (NKJV) 
 
God is the Living God.  God is the source of life.  He formed me in my 
mother's womb and brought me to life.  His air fills my lungs with each 
breath.  By His permission my heart makes each beat.  By His masterful 
design the neurons in my brain connect thoughts and ideas with words and 
actions.  Paul declares, 
 

‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ 
Acts 17:28a (NIV84) 

 
The Apostle John begins his Gospel with some incredible claims.  He says 
that when the beginning began, God the Father, and God the Son, were 
already co-existing and co-eternal.  In referring to the Son (who John calls 
the Logos = the Word) he states, 
 

In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
John 1:4 (NIV84) 

 
When Jesus asked His disciples "Who do you say I am?"  Peter answered, 
 

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
Matthew 16:16b (NLT) 

 
In the Fiddler on the Roof they sing the song L'chaim meaning "to life." 
This is the root word of the name "Living God."  By this song they don't 
simply mean they were alive, but that God is the source of blessings and 
joy in life.  God not only gives physical life, He gives abundant life.  Jesus 
said, 
 

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly." 
John 10:10b (NASB95) 



The Christmas song Mary Did You Know really grabs my heart.  It has 
some incredible lyrics that relate to this entire Christmas Devotional on 
the names of God.  The song asks Mary,  
 
"Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 

When you kiss your little baby, you kiss the face of God! 
Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect lamb? 

That sleeping child you're holding is the great I AM!" 
 
This Christmas when 
I consider baby Jesus 
in the manger, I can 
say "in Him I live and 
move and have my 
being!  In Him I find 
life, and this life is the 
light of my world, 
and the light shined 
in the darkness of my 
heart and I was 
forever changed.  Through Him I have abundant life.  I have seen His 
glory, the glory as of the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth!" 
(see John 1:1-18).  Do you know Him?  Do you love Him?  Will you 
worship Him this Christmas? 
 
 
What would you say today to the Living God? 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 



THE CHRISTMAS STORY 
 

And it came to pass in those 
days that a decree went out from 

Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2 
This census first took place 

while Quirinius was governing 
Syria. 3 So all went to be 

registered, everyone to his own 
city. 4 Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judea, to the city 

of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and lineage of David, 
5 to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed wife, who was with 
child. 6 So it was, that while they 

were there, the days were 
completed for her to be 

delivered. 7 And she brought 
forth her firstborn Son, and 
wrapped Him in swaddling 
cloths, and laid Him in a 

manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 8 Now 
there were in the same country 

shepherds living out in the 
fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 And behold, an 
angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they 
were greatly afraid. 10 Then the 
angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid, for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy which 

will be to all people. 11 For there 

is born to you this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. 12 And this will be the 

sign to you: You will find a Babe 
wrapped in swaddling cloths, 

lying in a manger.” 13 And 
suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and 
saying: 14 “Glory to God in the 
highest, And on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men!” 15 So it 
was, when the angels had gone 
away from them into heaven, 
that the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us now go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has come to pass, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16 
And they came with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the 
Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now 
when they had seen Him, they 
made widely known the saying 

which was told them concerning 
this Child. 18 And all those who 

heard it marveled at those things 
which were told them by the 

shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all 
these things and pondered them 

in her heart. 20 Then the 
shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the 

things that they had heard and 
seen, as it was told them. 

Luke 2:1–20 (NKJV)
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From our family to yours,  
 

Merry Christmas in 
Messiah's love! 
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