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Christmas 2020 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 This past year has been one of the most challenging in my 
life.  One of the ways that I have been able to get through is to 
focus on who God is.  The more I focus on Him…His 
sovereignty…His power…His love…His grace…the more encouraged 
I become.  That is the idea behind this Christmas devotional. 
 Christmas is one of the most beautiful times of the year.  
It is to be filled with joy and hope and worship as we celebrate 
the birth of our Messiah.  But Christmas is also a time for 
reflection so that the season does not pass without drawing 
nearer our Lord.  Jesus said that the greatest commandment was 
to love the Lord with our whole being.  This devotional is provided 
so that we might love Him more as we consider what the arrival 
of our Savior means to us who believe, as well as to the whole 
world. 

Each day during this season we will examine another image 
of the Messiah.  These snapshots will include Scripture readings 
and devotional thoughts encouraging us to see our Lord more 
clearly.  Jesus did this with His disciples by teaching them about 
Himself from the Old Testament… 

 

Then beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to 
them the things written about Himself in all the Scriptures. 

Luke 24:27 (TLV) 
 

Each daily devotional ends with a question to consider with 
a place to record your thoughts.  My hope is that this will be a 
blessing to you this Christmas season as together we experience 
Images of Messiah. 
 
Merry Christmas in God’s love,  
Pastor Gary 
 



CONTENTS 
Images of Messiah 

 
DAY Image of Messiah 
1 Messiah is the One who will crush Satan’s head under His heel 

2 Messiah is the One who is sacrificed to cover sin 

3 Messiah is God’s Anointed One (Messiah = Christ) 

4 Messiah is the One promised to Abraham to be a blessing to the world 

5 Messiah is Melchizedek—a King-Priest 

6 Messiah is Isaac laying down His life in obedience to His Father 

7 Messiah wrestled with Jacob blessing him with a new name, Israel 

8 Messiah is Joseph who suffered to save his brothers 

9 Messiah is the fire in the burning bush appearing to Moses 

10 Messiah is the Passover Lamb who saves Israel from death 

11 Messiah is the Shekinah Glory of God who guides Israel 

12 Messiah is the anointed High Priest  

13 Messiah is lifted on the pole that all who look on Him will be saved 

14 Messiah is the Rock that gives Living Water  

15 Messiah is the manna in the wilderness—the Bread of Life 

16 Messiah is the Commander of the Lord’s Army 

17 Messiah is the Kinsman-Redeemer 

18 Messiah is the Branch from David’s root 

19 Messiah is the Good Shepherd 

20 Messiah is the Rock that will crush the kings of this world 

21 Messiah is the Fourth One—the Son of God—in the fire  

22 Messiah is like Jonah—alive on the third day 

23 Messiah is Healer 

24 Messiah is Immanuel born of the virgin 

25 Messiah is God 



Promised Messiah will defeat Satan 

DAY 1—DECEMBER 1 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT—FIRST MENTION OF THE MESSIAH 

Genesis 3:15 (NLT) “And I will cause hostility between you and the 

woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He will 

strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”  

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT—GOD SENDS HIS SON 

Galatians 4:4–5 (NLT) But when the right time came, God sent his 

Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 
5
 God sent him to buy 

freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt 

us as his very own children. 

 

 

 
 

 

Before God said, “Let there be light” He had already chosen us to 

be saved through the Messiah (see Ephesians 1:4 below)!  So as 

soon as Adam and Eve sinned, God was prepared to pronounce His 

Savior who would come through the “seed of the woman.”  The 

first image of the Messiah we have in Scripture is when God 

promised that He would send a Deliverer through the offspring of 

the woman (notice He didn’t say through the seed of the man) 

who would crush Satan’s head under His heel.  Of course, the word 



Messiah is not used here, but the image of the Messiah is obviously 

present as attested by the ancient scholars of Israel.   

 

Although it was more than 4,000 years from the sin of Adam and 

Eve until Messiah was born in Bethlehem, God was at work 

through that entire time preparing the world for His arrival.  

That’s why the Apostle Paul said that God sent His Son at the right 

time so He could adopt us as His children.   

 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Just as parents choose a child to be 

adopted into their family, God has chosen you and me.  What 

comes to mind as you mediate on the fact that God chose you to 

be in His family through Messiah, His Son, before He created the 

world? 

 

Ephesians 1:4 (NLT) Even before he made the world, God loved us 

and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes.  

 

 

Record your answer here: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



First blood sacrifice 

DAY 2—DECEMBER 2 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—MESSIAH’S BLOOD TO BE SHED 

Genesis 3:21 (NLT) And the LORD God made clothing from animal 

skins for Adam and his wife.  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—NO FORGIVENESS WITHOUT BLOOD 

Hebrews 9:22 (NLT) In fact, according to the law of Moses, nearly 

everything was purified with blood. For without the shedding of 

blood, there is no forgiveness.  

 

 
 

 

Blood is not a pleasant subject, but it is critical to understanding 

images of our Messiah.  Moments after God promised to send the 

Deliverer the first animals were sacrificed.  Notice that in Genesis 

3:21 God killed animals and took their skins to cover the nakedness 

of Adam and Eve.  (What do you bet the animals were 

lambs/sheep?)  In doing this, God was teaching them that because 

sin was punishable by death, someone must die in their place to 

cover their sin.  Blood must be shed to pay sin’s debt.  This is 

explained by the writer of Hebrews in the passage above when he 

said, “Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness.”  



 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  There are Christians today who look 

with disfavor on the idea of blood needing to be shed to cover sin.  

They believe it is barbaric.  But the image of Messiah we must keep 

in focus during Christmas is that His love compelled Him to be our 

sacrifice for sin.  What comes to mind when you think of Jesus 

speaking of His own blood when He instituted the Lord’s Supper?   

 

 

Matthew 26:27–28 (NIV) Then he took the cup, gave thanks and 

offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 
28
 This is my 

blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins.”  

 

 

Record your answer here: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



DAY 3—DECEMBER 3 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—MESSIAH MEANS ANOINTED ONE 

Daniel 9:25–26 (NLT) Now listen and understand! Seven sets of 

seven plus sixty-two sets of seven will pass from the time the 

command is given to rebuild Jerusalem until a ruler—the Anointed 

One—comes…After this period of sixty-two sets of seven, the 

Anointed One will be killed”  

 
 

Psalm 2:2 (NIV84) The kings of the earth take their stand and the 

rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed 

One.  
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS CLAIMS HE IS MESSIAH! 

Matthew 26:63b–64a (NLT) Then the high priest said to him, “I 

demand in the name of the living God—tell us if you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God.” 
64

 Jesus replied, “You have said it.” 

 

 
 

Before we go any farther with our devotionals it is important to 

explain the meaning of the Bible term Messiah.  Messiah is the 

translation of the Hebrew word “mashiach” (pronounced mah-shee-

AKH).  It simply means anointed one.  It is used when Moses 

“anointed” Aaron as High Priest or when Samuel “anointed” David 

as king of Israel.  The title Messiah is used sparingly in the Old 

Testament, but it encapsulates the larger idea of God’s promised 

Redeemer, Savior, Lamb, Servant, Conqueror, Advocate, Prophet, 

Priest and King. 



Messiah   =   Christ 
                 ( ַחיִׁשָמ )     =   (Χριστός) 
                 Hebrew   Greek 

 

The idea of this coming One was so obvious in reading the Old 

Testament Scriptures that the sages used the term Messiah to 

identify Him even though that word was not used extensively.  

However, this term is used more than 500 times in the New 

Testament referring to Jesus.  The Jewish writers of the New 

Testament books fully understood the significance of this term.  

Every time you see the title “Christ” in the New Testament it is 

referring to the promised Anointed One of God (Messiah).  It is 

unfortunate that Christ often gets disconnected from the promised 

Messiah in the Old Testament.   

 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  At the time of Jesus, all Israel was 

longing for the coming of the Messiah.  His arrival meant 

deliverance and salvation and peace.  What do you long for this 

Christmas?  Are you longing for the Messiah Himself, or do you 

only want something He can give you? 

 

Titus 2:13 (TLV) We wait for the blessed hope and appearance of 

the glory of our great God and Savior, Messiah Yeshua.  

 

Record your answer here: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



God calls Abraham 

DAY 4—DECEMBER 4 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—GOD’S PROMISE THROUGH ABRAHAM 

Genesis 12:1–3 (NLT) The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your 

native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to 

the land that I will show you. 
2
 I will make you into a great nation. 

I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to 

others. 
3
 I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat 

you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed 

through you.”  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—ABRAHAM’S SEED 

Galatians 3:16 (NIV84) The promises were spoken to Abraham and 

to his seed. The Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning 

many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is 

Christ.  

 
 

 
 
 

 



Can you imagine what it must have been like for Abraham to 

receive this message from the Lord?  Abraham was 75 years old 

and Sarah was 65 and childless.  And yet, the Lord promised that a 

great nation would descend from them.  The Lord promised to 

make Abraham famous (have you heard of him?).  In addition, the 

Lord promised Abraham that all the nations would be blessed 

through one of his offspring.   

 
The Apostle Paul explains that God’s promise was that through one 

of Abraham’s descendants all the earth would be blessed.  Of 

course, the Jewish people (the descendants of Abraham) have been 

an incredible blessing to the nations of the earth through the 

centuries.  They gave us the Scriptures, the 7-day week including 

the Sabbath, the Ten Commandments, too many innovations and 

discoveries to list (for example Jewish people make up only 0.3% of 

the world’s population but have won 20% of all the Nobel prizes).  

But the single most important gift the descendants of Abraham 

have provided is our Savior and Lord—the Messiah.  It is Him we 

adore this Christmas season as we commemorate His advent on 

earth. 

 
QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Specifically, how would you describe 

how Jesus (“the seed of Abraham”) has been a blessing in your life? 

 
2 Corinthians 1:20a (NLT) For all of God’s promises have been 

fulfilled in Christ with a resounding “Yes!”  
 
Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Melchizedek blesses Abraham 

DAY 5—DECEMBER 5 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT—MELCHIZEDEK IS KING AND PRIEST  

Genesis 14:18–20 (NLT) And Melchizedek, the king of Salem and a 

priest of God Most High, brought Abram some bread and wine. 
19
 

Melchizedek blessed Abram with this blessing: “Blessed be Abram 

by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. 
20
 And blessed be 

God Most High, who has defeated your enemies for you.” Then 

Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all the goods he had recovered. 

  

 

 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS IS LIKE MELCHIZEDEK  

Hebrews 6:20–7:3 (NLT) Jesus has already gone in there for us. He 

has become our eternal High Priest in the order of Melchizedek. 
1
 

This Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem and also a priest of 

God Most High. When Abraham was returning home after winning 

a great battle against the kings, Melchizedek met him and blessed 



him. 
2
 Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had captured in battle 

and gave it to Melchizedek. The name Melchizedek means “king of 

justice,” and king of Salem means “king of peace.” 
3
 There is no 

record of his father or mother or any of his ancestors—no 

beginning or end to his life. He remains a priest forever, 

resembling the Son of God.  
 
 
Abraham brought his nephew Lot with them when they came to 

Canaan.  Lot was captured by clan leaders (kings) and Abraham 

and his servants rescued him.  As Abraham was returning home 

after the battle, he came into Jerusalem.  The king of Salem (later 

named Jerusalem) met Abraham in the Kidron Valley and blessed 

him with bread and wine.  Melchizedek was a priest of the Lord, 

and the king of Salem (shalom means peace) and “king of 

righteousness” (which is the meaning of his name.)  Are you 

getting this?  The writer of Hebrews understood how clearly Jesus 

fulfilled the picture of Messiah in Melchizedek. 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Jesus is our Priest-King.  He is Prince 

of Peace and the King of Righteousness.  Just as Melchizedek 

brought Abraham wine and bread, Jesus offers us wine and bread 

to commemorate what He provided for us.  Communion is 

common-union with our Lord and with our brothers and sisters in 

Messiah.  What does communion mean to you? 

 
 
Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Abraham offering Isaac 

DAY 6—DECEMBER 6 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE—ISAAC’S SACRIFICE: 

Genesis 22:1–2 (NLT) Some time later, God tested Abraham’s faith. 

“Abraham!” God called. “Yes,” he replied. “Here I am.” 
2
 “Take your 

son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go 

to the land of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering on 

one of the mountains, which I will show you.”  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE—ISAAC OFFERED BY FAITH: 

Hebrews 11:17–19 (NLT) It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac 

as a sacrifice when God was testing him. Abraham, who had 

received God’s promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 
18
 even though God had told him, “Isaac is the son through whom 

your descendants will be counted.” 
19
 Abraham reasoned that if 

Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life again. And in a 

sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead.  
 

 

One of the most beautiful 

images of Messiah in the 

Bible is the story of Abraham 

offering Isaac.  God had 

fulfilled His promise to 

Abraham through the birth 

of Isaac, but now He asked 

Abraham to sacrifice his son 

on Mt. Moriah.   
 
 

Isaac was about 37 years old 

when this took place (notice 

the picture), and he willingly 

offered himself in obedience 

to his father.  When God 

stopped Abraham from 

sacrificing his son, God said, 

“You have not withheld from 



me even your son, your only son.”  Then Abraham spotted a ram 

caught in the bushes and they sacrificed him in that place and then 

named it Yireh-Shalom (“the Lord provides peace”).  You know it 

as Jerusalem.  It is highly likely that the outcropping on Mt. Moriah 

on which Abraham offered Isaac was later called Golgotha. 

 
Jesus said, “No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it 

voluntarily. For I have the authority to lay it down when I want to 

and also to take it up again. For this is what my Father has 

commanded” (John 10:18, NLT).   

 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Although God stopped Abraham from 

sacrificing his son, God willingly offered His Son on that hill in 

Jerusalem, and through Jesus, God has provided peace.  How has 

God provided peace in your life through Jesus the Messiah?  

Describe what this peace is like. 

 

Colossians 1:19–20 (NLT) For God in all his fullness was pleased to 

live in Christ, and through him God reconciled everything to 

himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by 

means of Christ’s blood on the cross.  
 
 
Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Jacob wrestles with the Lord 

DAY 7—DECEMBER 7 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—JACOB WRESTLES WITH GOD 

Genesis 32:24–30 (NLT) This left Jacob all alone in the camp, and a 

man came and wrestled with him until the dawn began to break. 
25
 

When the man saw that he would not win the match, he touched 

Jacob’s hip and wrenched it out of its socket. 
26
 Then the man said, 

“Let me go, for the dawn is breaking!” But Jacob said, “I will not let 

you go unless you bless me.” 
27
 “What is your name?” the man 

asked. He replied, “Jacob.” 
28
 “Your name will no longer be Jacob,” 

the man told him. “From now on you will be called Israel, because 

you have fought with God and with men and have won.” 
29
 “Please 

tell me your name,” Jacob said. “Why do you want to know my 

name?” the man replied. Then he blessed Jacob there. 
30
 Jacob 

named the place Peniel (which means “face of God”), for he said, “I 

have seen God face to face, yet my life has been spared.”  

 

 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT—GOD IS SEEN IN JESUS 

John 1:18 (CJB) No one has ever seen God; but the only and unique 

Son, who is identical with God and is at the Father’s side—he has 

made him known.  



 
Jacob had an up close and personal encounter with the Messiah.  

He wrestled with God through the night until the break of dawn, 

but when the Lord told Jacob to let Him go, Jacob refused until he 

received the Lord’s blessing.  The Lord blessed him and then gave 

him a new name.  His old name meant deceiver and came from 

holding onto his twin brother’s heel as he was born (this is the 

origin of the expression “pulling my leg”).  Jacob’s new name would 

be Israel meaning “wrestles with God.”  Although Jacob saw God 

face-to-face, we can fully see God in the face of Jesus.  The Apostle 

John tells us that the Son of God has made God fully known. 
 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  God does not mind us wrestling with 

Him.  He desires to bless us and give us a new identity.  What have 

you been wrestling with this Christmas season?  Will you, like 

Jacob, hold on until you receive the Lord’s blessing?  What new 

name would God give you? 

 

Ephesians 6:12 (ESV) For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 

but against…the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  

 
 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 



DAY 8—DECEMBER 8 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—JOSEPH SENT TO SAVE 

Genesis 45:4–5 (NLT) “Please, come closer,” he said to them. So 

they came closer. And he said again, “I am Joseph, your brother, 

whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. 
5
 But don’t be upset, and 

don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was 

God who sent me here ahead of you to preserve your lives.”  

 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS SENT TO SAVE 

1 John 4:14 (NLT) Furthermore, we have seen with our own eyes 

and now testify that the Father sent his Son to be the Savior of the 

world.  
 

Joseph Jesus 
Rachel became pregnant with the 
intervention of God 

Mary both became pregnant with the 
intervention of God 

Joseph—the firstborn son of Rachel Jesus—the firstborn son of Mary 
Joseph was beloved of his father Jesus… “this is my beloved Son” 
Joseph was a shepherd Jesus was the Good Shepherd 
Joseph saw himself as the deliverer 
of his family 

Jesus was the deliverer of Israel 

Joseph’s brothers rejected his rule Jesus’ brother rejected His rule 
Joseph was sent out by his father Jesus was sent by His Father 
Joseph’s brothers conspired to kill 
him 

Chief priests conspired to kill Jesus 

Joseph—sold for 20 pieces of silver Jesus—sold for 30 pieces of silver 
Joseph’s tunic was covered in blood Jesus’ clothing covered with blood 
Joseph—at the right hand of 
Pharaoh 

Jesus—at the right hand of the 
Father 

Joseph tested his brothers before 
revealing himself 

Jesus will test His brothers in the 
Great Tribulation and then open 
their eyes to who He is 

Joseph was revealed to his brothers 
as Israel’s savior 

Jesus is the true Savior of Israel 

Joseph not only saved Israel, but the 
whole world 

Jesus saves Israel and the whole 
world 

Joseph was found alive from the 
dead 

Jesus raised on the third day 

Joseph’s Gentile sons were adopted 
into the commonwealth of Israel 

Jesus breaks down the middle wall of 
partition for Gentiles 



The chart on the previous page compares Joseph and Jesus. The 

ancient Jewish sages saw in the Scriptures two different pictures of 

Messiah.  One they called Messiah ben David (Messiah the son of 

David) who was a conquering King who established his kingdom in 

Israel and ruled the world with 

righteousness and peace.  The 

other image they called Messiah 

ben Joseph—a servant who 

suffered in order to save many 

lives.  What the sages saw as 

two different Messiahs is the 

same person with two different 

Advents—His first coming to 

suffer as Savior, and His second 

coming to rule as King. 
 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  The Apostle John says that because of 

what he has seen he is compelled to testify that Jesus is the Savior 

of the world.  Who will you see this Christmas who needs to 

experience the salvation of the Lord?  List their names below and 

commit to praying for them daily.  How will you prepare yourself 

to be ready to share Jesus this Christmas? 

 

Romans 1:16 (NIV) For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it 

is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: 

first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.  
 
Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Joseph with his brothers 



DAY 9—DECEMBER 9 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—GOD IN THE BURNING BUSH 

Exodus 3:2–6 (NKJV) And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him 

in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and 

behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not 

consumed. 
3
 Then Moses said, “I will now turn aside and see this 

great sight, why the bush does not burn.” 
4
 So when the LORD saw 

that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of 

the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
5
 

Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off 

your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.” 
6
 

Moreover He said, “I am the God of your father—the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid 

his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS EYES LIKE FIRE 

Revelation 1:13–15 (NIV) and among the lampstands was someone 

like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and 

with a golden sash around his chest. 
14
 The hair on his head was 

white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing 

fire. 
15
 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice 

was like the sound of rushing waters.  

 
 

By now you may be understanding that the Angel of the LORD is 

the LORD in visible bodily form.  The story of Moses at the burning 

bush is a crucial turning point in Scripture.  This is when the Lord 

calls Moses to lead the children of Israel out of the bondage of 

Egypt and into the Land God promised to give to Abraham and his 

descendants.  Here Moses learns God’s name, YHWH (pronounced 

Yah-way or Ya-hoe-vah).  Moses understood that the significance of 

this encounter was the revelation of the Lord Himself.  Although 

Moses never again tried to talk to a bush, this encounter left Moses 

forever changed.  He left his comfortable and familiar surroundings 

and struck out in obedience to the Lord’s mission. 

 



Moses at the burning bush 
 

 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  God revealed Himself to Moses 

through the burning bush.  The Lord always reveals Himself to His 

people.  How specifically has the Lord revealed Himself to you?  

Describe a specific encounter with God below. 

 
 

Hebrews 1:1–2a (NLT) Long ago God spoke many times and in 

many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. 
2
 And now in 

these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son.  

 
 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 



Applying the blood of Passover 

DAY 10—DECEMBER 10 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—PASSOVER LAMB 

Exodus 12:21–23 (NIV84) Then Moses summoned all the elders of 

Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the animals for your 

families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 
22
 Take a bunch of 

hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the 

blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of 

you shall go out the door of his house until morning. 
23
 When the 

LORD goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will 

see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass 

over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter 

your houses and strike you down.  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—MESSIAH IS THE PASSOVER LAMB 

John 1:29 (NLT) The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him 

and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world!”  

 

1 Corinthians 5:7b (TLV) Messiah, our Passover Lamb, has been 

sacrificed.  

 

 
 



Passover may be the single most significant story in the Old 

Testament.  It is such a beautiful depiction of the Messiah whose 

blood will be shed so that life may be provided.  The Lord had 

already judged many of the gods of Egypt as Pharaoh refused to 

obey the Lord and let the Israelite slaves go free.  So the final straw 

was God’s judgment against the son of Pharaoh who would one 

day be a god of Egypt.  The Lord told the children of Israel on the 

evening of the 14
th
 of Aviv (later called Nissan) to take a one-year 

old ram and sacrifice it on their doorstep.  Then they were to take 

a clump of hyssop and dip it in the blood and strike the doorposts 

and top of the door frame of their house.  When the death angel 

saw the blood applied to their door by faith, he would “Passover” 

the house and save the firstborn inside.  Notice that the blood 

made the shape of a cross as it stained the top, bottom, and both 

sides of the door. This so beautifully depicts what Messiah did for 

us when He was sacrificed on Passover almost 1,500 years later.  

His blood, when applied by faith to the door of our heart, saves us 

from God’s judgment and provides us with eternal life.   

 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Have you applied the blood of the 

Lamb by faith to the door of your heart?  Have you opened the 

door of your heart to welcome in the Messiah?  How does this 

Passover image of Messiah make you feel?  What comes to mind? 

 

Revelation 3:20 (NLT) “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you 

hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, and we will share 

a meal together as friends.”  
 
Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Shekinah Glory of God above the Tabernacle 

DAY 11—DECEMBER 11 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—THE SHEKINAH GLORY OF GOD 

Exodus 13:21–22 (NLT) The LORD went ahead of them. He guided 

them during the day with a pillar of cloud, and he provided light at 

night with a pillar of fire. This allowed them to travel by day or by 

night. 
22
 And the LORD did not remove the pillar of cloud or pillar 

of fire from its place in front of the people.  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—MESSIAH: THE SHEKINAH GLORY OF GOD 

Hebrews 1:3 (NLT) The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses 

the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the 

mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed us from our 

sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of the 

majestic God in heaven.  
 

 

 
 



As the children of Israel traveled into the wilderness from Egypt 

the Lord was with them every step.  He showed Himself to them 

with a pillar of cloud during the day and a pillar of fire at night.  

The Lord’s visible presence protected them from the glaring sun 

during the day and provided light for them at night.  The word 

Shekinah comes from the Hebrew verb meaning “to dwell or to 

settle.”  This means that the Shekinah glory was God’s visible 

presence with His people Israel.  Once the tabernacle was built, the 

Shekinah glory of God settled over the Holy of Holies.  When it 

moved, the people moved. 
 

 

Jesus is the Shekinah glory of God.  The light of His abiding 

presence guides us and protects us.  He leads us in the paths of 

righteousness.  He is the way to the Father.  He is the way!   
 

 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  On that first Christmas night we’re 

told that the angel appeared to the shepherds and the glory of the 

Lord shined all around them and they were terrified.  What do you 

think you would have thought if you were among those shepherds 

that evening?  When have you experienced the Lord’s glory? 

 

John 14:6 (NIV) Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  
 

 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



DAY 12—DECEMBER 12 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—AARON ANOINTED HIGH PRIEST 

Leviticus 8:6–9, 12 (NLT) Then he presented Aaron and his sons 

and washed them with water. 
7
 He put the official tunic on Aaron 

and tied the sash around his waist. He dressed him in the robe, 

placed the ephod on him, and attached the ephod securely with its 

decorative sash…
12
 Then he poured some of the anointing oil on 

Aaron’s head, anointing him and making him holy for his work.  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS OUR ANOINTED HIGH PRIEST 

Hebrews 4:14–16 (NLT) So then, since we have a great High Priest 

who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to 

what we believe. 
15
 This High Priest of ours understands our 

weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did 

not sin. 
16
 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. 

There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us 

when we need it most.  
 

 

 
 Moses anoints Aaron as High Priest  



 

God chose Aaron to be the first high priest of Israel and told 

Moses to anoint him with olive oil.  As the oil ran down his beard 

it was a symbol of God’s favor and peace.  The High Priest was to 

represent Israel before the Lord and to represent the Lord to Israel.  

He was a mediator or advocate between God and the people.  He 

was responsible to offer the sacrifices of Israel before the Lord 

securing God’s forgiveness for the sins of Israel.   

 
Jesus is our anointed High Priest (remember the word Messiah / 

Christ means anointed one).  He is our mediator, advocate, as the 

Apostle John explains, “we have an advocate who pleads our case 

before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly 

righteous” (1 John 2:1b, NLT).  

 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  King David refers to the anointing oil 

on Aaron as a picture of the beautiful harmony that exists between 

brothers and sisters in the Lord (see below).  With whom do you 

need harmony this Christmas?  What can you do to allow Jesus to 

be the High Priest who brings harmony to this relationship? 

 

Psalm 133:2 (NLT) For harmony is as precious as the anointing oil 

that was poured over Aaron’s head, that ran down his beard and 

onto the border of his robe.  
 
 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Moses’ bronze serpent on the pole 

DAY 13—DECEMBER 13 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—SERPENT LIFTED UP ON A POLE 

Numbers 21:6–9 (NLT) So the LORD sent poisonous snakes among 

the people, and many were bitten and died. 
7
 Then the people 

came to Moses and cried out, “We have sinned by speaking against 

the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take away the 

snakes.” So Moses prayed for the people. 
8
 Then the LORD told him, 

“Make a replica of a poisonous snake and attach it to a pole. All 

who are bitten will live if they simply look at it!” 
9
 So Moses made 

a snake out of bronze and attached it to a pole. Then anyone who 

was bitten by a snake could look at the bronze snake and be 

healed!  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—SON OF MAN LIFTED UP ON A POLE 

John 3:14–15 (NLT) “And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a 

pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
15
 so 

that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.”  

 

 
 

 
 

 



Because of the constant complaining that the children of Israel 

were doing, the Lord disciplined His children by sending snakes 

among the people.  People were dying from the poisonous snake 

bites.  When Moses prayed for the people, God told him to make a 

bronze snake, and place it on a pole where everyone could see, and 

those who had the faith to look up at the pole would live.  This is a 

very interesting image of the Messiah in the Old 

Testament.  Jesus applied this story to Himself 

in the passage above.  In another place He 

said, “And when I am lifted up from the earth, 

I will draw everyone to myself” (John 12:32).  

In order to be saved from the power of sin 

and death one only needs to look with faith 

upon Jesus on the cross.   
 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Because God loves us, He disciplines 

us.  The constant complaining that the children of Israel were 

doing was an affront to God’s care and provision for them.  What 

do you complain about most often?  How can you stop this 

complaining?   
 

Hebrews 12:5b–6 (NLT) “My child, don’t make light of the LORD’s 

discipline, and don’t give up when he corrects you. 
6
 For the LORD 

disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts as 

his child.”  
 

 
Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Water from the Rock 

DAY 14—DECEMBER 14 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—WATER FROM THE ROCK 

Exodus 17:5–6 (NLT) The LORD said to Moses, “Walk out in front 

of the people. Take your staff, the one you used when you struck 

the water of the Nile, and call some of the elders of Israel to join 

you. 
6
 I will stand before you on the rock at Mount Sinai. Strike the 

rock, and water will come gushing out. Then the people will be 

able to drink.” So Moses struck the rock as he was told, and water 

gushed out as the elders looked on.  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS IS THE ROCK WITH WATER 

1 Corinthians 10:3–4 (TLV) And all ate the same spiritual food, 
4
 

and all drank the same spiritual drink—for they were drinking 

from a spiritual rock that followed them, and the Rock was 

Messiah.  
 

 

 
 
 

 

As the children of Israel journeyed in the wilderness they became 

thirsty and complained to Moses accusing God of bringing them 

out into the desert to die.  The Lord told Moses to strike the rock 

and water would come out.  Forty years later the people were 



thirsty again and complained against Moses.  The Lord told Moses 

to speak to the rock and water will come forth, but instead of 

speaking to the rock Moses struck the rock twice.  The Lord was so 

angry with Moses that he was prevented from entering the 

Promised Land.  This seems so harsh to us.  Why would this make 

the Lord so angry?  I would suggest it is because Moses destroyed 

a spiritual truth God desired to teach: that Messiah only needed to 

be sacrificed once, and after that you can have spiritual water by 

simply asking (speaking).  The Apostle Paul tells us that the 

spiritual rock that provided water was Messiah Himself. 
 

 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Like the rock in the wilderness Jesus 

provides life-giving water to quench our spiritual thirst.  How 

would you put into words how Jesus satisfies your spiritual thirst? 

 

John 4:13–14 (NLT) Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water 

will soon become thirsty again. 
14
 But those who drink the water I 

give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring 

within them, giving them eternal life.”  
 

 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 



Gathering manna 

DAY 15—DECEMBER 15 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—MANNA IN THE WILDERNESS 

Exodus 16:14–15, 31 (NLT) When the dew evaporated, a flaky 

substance as fine as frost blanketed the ground. 
15
 The Israelites 

were puzzled when they saw it. “What is it?” they asked each other. 

They had no idea what it was. And Moses told them, “It is the food 

the LORD has given you to eat…
31
 The Israelites called the food 

manna. It was white like coriander seed, and it tasted like honey 

wafers.  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS IS THE BREAD OF LIFE 

John 6:48–51 (NLT) “Yes, I am the bread of life! 
49

 Your ancestors 

ate manna in the wilderness, but they all died. 
50
 Anyone who eats 

the bread from heaven, however, will never die. 
51
 I am the living 

bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread 

will live forever; and this bread, which I will offer so the world may 

live, is my flesh.”  

 
God supernaturally 

provided food for the 

Israelites as they wandered 

in the wilderness.  Because 

they didn’t know what it 

was, they called it “manna” 

which means “what is it.”  

For forty years God 

faithfully provided this 

sustenance each day.  Once 

they entered the Promised 

Land the manna ceased 

because they could eat 

from the crops of the land.  

Jesus says that He is better 

than manna because He is 

the bread of life.   



 
QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Because the children of Israel were 

afraid and disobedient, they wandered in the wilderness eating 

manna (at one time they called it “this horrible manna”) when God 

wanted them to enter into the blessings of the Promised Land.  In 

what ways are you wandering in the wilderness instead of 

experiencing the blessings of the Lord?  In what ways are you 

eating “manna” when the Lord wants you to eat the “Bread of 

Life?” 

 
Hebrews 4:1 (NLT) God’s 

promise of entering his rest 

still stands, so we ought to 

tremble with fear that some 

of you might fail to 

experience it.  
 

 
 

 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 



DAY 16—DECEMBER 16 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—COMMANDER OF THE LORD’S ARMY 

Joshua 5:13–15 (NLT) When Joshua was near the town of Jericho, he 

looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with sword in 

hand. Joshua went up to him and demanded, “Are you friend or 

foe?” 
14
 “Neither one,” he replied. “I am the commander of the 

LORD’s army.” At this, Joshua fell with his face to the ground in 

reverence. “I am at your command,” Joshua said. “What do you 

want your servant to do?” 
15
 The commander of the LORD’s army 

replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 

standing is holy.” And Joshua did as he was told.  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS IS THE LORD’S COMMANDER  

Revelation 2:12–17 (NLT) “This is the message from the one with 

the sharp two-edged sword…To everyone who is victorious I will 

give some of the manna that has been hidden away in heaven. And 

I will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be 

engraved a new name that no one understands except the one who 

receives it.”  

 
 

The children of Israel had 

been wandering in the 

wilderness for 40 years.  

The entire generation of 

those over age 20 had 

died, including Moses, 

except for Joshua and 

Caleb.  Joshua was now 

God’s chosen leader and 

the Israelites had crossed 

over the Jordan River and 

celebrated Passover.  Their 

first objective in possessing 

the Promised Land was to 

defeat Jericho.  Joshua saw Commander of the Lord’s Army 



this Man holding a sword in His hand.  When Joshua asked if He 

was friend or foe, the response was “I am the Commander of the 

Lord’s Army!”  Joshua understood he was in the Lord’s presence as 

he bowed to the ground. Who commands the Lord’s army except 

God Himself—the Son of God?   

 

When Peter struck Malchus with a sword the night Jesus was 

arrested, Jesus told Peter that He could call 12 Legions of Angels if 

He wanted to fight (Matthew 26:53).  A Roman Legion contained 

6,000 soldiers.  That’s a lot of angels! Jesus identifies Himself as the 

Commander of the Lord’s Army in Revelation (see above and see 

also Rev. 19:11-16).   
 

 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Jesus’ power is unlimited.  He 

commands the host of heaven.  He can handle any situation in your 

life.  What is the one thing you would most ask Him to do for you? 

 

Philippians 4:19 (NIV84) And my God will meet all your needs 

according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.  
 

 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 



DAY 17—DECEMBER 17 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—BOAZ: KINSMAN REDEEMER 

Ruth 2:17–20 (NIV84) So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. 

Then she threshed the barley she had gathered, and it amounted to 

about an ephah. 
18
 She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-

law saw how much she had gathered. Ruth also brought out and 

gave her what she had left over after she had eaten enough. 
19
 Her 

mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you glean today? Where did 

you work? Blessed be the man who took notice of you!” Then Ruth 

told her mother-in-law about the one at whose place she had been 

working. “The name of the man I worked with today is Boaz,” she 

said. 
20
 “The LORD bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. 

“He has not stopped showing his kindness to the living and the 

dead.” She added, “That man is our close relative; he is one of our 

kinsman-redeemers.”  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS:  OUR KINSMAN-REDEEMER 

Galatians 3:13–14 (NIV84) Christ redeemed us from the curse of 

the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is 

everyone who is hung on a tree.” 
14
 He redeemed us in order that 

the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through 

Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the 

Spirit.  

 
 

One of the provisions that the Lord made for Israel was that of a 

kinsman-redeemer.  Every family in Israel had a parcel of land.  If 

someone had to sell their land and become an indentured servant 

because of financial trouble, the kinsman-redeemer (a relative) 

could buy them back (redeem) from bondage.  This practice kept 

the people connected to the land that God promised to give to 

Abraham’s descendants.  This is exactly what Boaz did for Ruth.  

Ruth’s husband had sold his property and moved to Moab (an area 

in modern Jordan).  After his death, Ruth was destitute, so she 

traveled with her mother-in-law to her husband’s hometown, 

Bethlehem.  She met Boaz who fell in love with her and redeemed 



her.  Boaz and Ruth had a son 

named Obed; Obed had a son 

named Jesse; and Jesse had a son 

named David.  And David 

ultimately had a Son named Jesus! 
 

Jesus is our Kinsman-Redeemer.  

Now read the above passage in 

Galatians with this in mind.  Do 

you see it?  Through our Messiah 

we have been redeemed from a 

life of slavery and have been given 

our inheritance that God 

promised to Abraham.  
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  When we place our trust in the 

completed work of Jesus as He died and rose from the dead, we are 

saved (Romans 10:9).  But some people are still living in bondage to 

sin.  In other words, they are saved, but still enslaved.  What still 

holds you in bondage even after your Kinsman-Redeemer has set 

you free?  Write a prayer asking the Lord to help you experience 

the full freedom that your Kinsman-Redeemer has provided. 

 

John 8:34–36 (NLT) Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone 

who sins is a slave of sin. 
35
 A slave is not a permanent member of 

the family, but a son is part of the family forever. 
36

 So if the Son 

sets you free, you are truly free.”  

 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ruth and Boaz as she was gleaning the field 



DAY 18—DECEMBER 18 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—A BRANCH FROM JESSE 

Isaiah 11:1–5 (NLT) Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a 

shoot— yes, a new Branch bearing fruit from the old root. 
2
 And 

the Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3
 He will delight in obeying 

the LORD. He will not judge by appearance nor make a decision 

based on hearsay. 
4
 He will give justice to the poor and make fair 

decisions for the exploited. The earth will shake at the force of his 

word, and one breath from his mouth will destroy the wicked. 
5
 He 

will wear righteousness like a belt and truth like an undergarment.  

 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS IS THE BRANCH 

Matthew 2:19–23 (NLT) When Herod died, an angel of the Lord 

appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. 
20
 “Get up!” the angel said. 

“Take the child and his mother back to the land of Israel, because 

those who were trying to kill the child are dead.” 
21
 So Joseph got 

up and returned to the land of Israel with Jesus and his mother. 
22
 

But when he learned that the new ruler of Judea was Herod’s son 

Archelaus, he was afraid to go there. Then, after being warned in a 

dream, he left for the region of Galilee. 
23
 So the family went and 

lived in a town called Nazareth. This fulfilled what the prophets 

had said: “He will be called a Nazarene.”  

 

 



You might have a little trouble connecting these two passages until 

you learn that the Hebrew word for branch is netzer which is the 

root for the name Nazareth.  You might say Jesus grew up in 

“Branch-ville.”  He was the Branch that was promised throughout 

the Old Testament (see Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15-16; Isaiah 4:2; 

Zechariah 3:8; 6:12-13).   

 

Remember in the story of Melchizedek (Day 5) that Messiah was to 

be both a king and a priest.  We learn that this one named the 

Branch is that same Promised One fulfilled in our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Zechariah 6:12–13 (NLT) Tell him, ‘This is what the LORD of 

Heaven’s Armies says: Here is the man called the Branch. He will 

branch out from where he is and build the Temple of the LORD. 
13
 

Yes, he will build the Temple of the LORD. Then he will receive 

royal honor and will rule as king from his throne. He will also serve 

as priest from his throne, and there will be perfect harmony 

between his two roles.’  

 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Our son Tommy was my first child 

that I was able to see an ultrasound before birth.  His ultrasound 

captured a perfect profile of his face.  Because of this, when 

Tommy was born, I recognized him.  These images of the Messiah 

should help us recognize Him more completely.  How would you 

describe Jesus to someone who had never heard of Him? 

 
 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 



DAY 19—DECEMBER 19 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT—DAVID’S GOOD SHEPHERD 

Psalm 23 (NKJV) Psalm of David. 
1
 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall 

not want. 
2
 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads 

me beside the still waters. 
3
 He restores my soul; He leads me in 

the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake. 
4
 Yea, though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 

For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
5
 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You 

anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. 
6
 Surely goodness and 

mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in 

the house of the LORD Forever.  
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

John 10:14–16 (NLT) “I am the good shepherd; I know my own 

sheep, and they know me, 
15
 just as my Father knows me and I 

know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. 
16
 I have other 

sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring them also. 

They will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock with one 

shepherd.”  

 

 
 Jesus the Good Shepherd 



 
David was a shepherd before he became the great king of Israel. He 

spent many nights out keeping watch over his flock.  When a sheep 

was lost, he went to find it.  He led the sheep, fed the sheep and 

protected the sheep.  Sometimes he had to lead his sheep through 

dark valleys, but his flock had learned to trust him because he was 

always there for them.  David penned Psalm 23 from his own 

personal experience both as a shepherd and as one of the Lord’s 

sheep.   
 

When Jesus claimed to be the Good Shepherd you can be sure 

Psalm 23 was on His mind.  He was claiming that He was the Good 

Shepherd of whom David had written.  In 1988 my wife was killed 

when our car was struck by a drunk driver, and the Lord proved 

Himself to be my Good Shepherd.  Every word of David’s Psalm 

was proven to be true as the Lord walked with me through death’s 

dark valley.   

 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Maybe you have experienced Jesus as 

your Good Shepherd.  How would you describe what His being 

your Good Shepherd has meant to you? 

 
 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 



DAY 20—DECEMBER 20 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—DANIEL PROPHESIES A COMING ROCK 

Daniel 2:31–35 (NLT) “In your vision, Your Majesty, you saw 

standing before you a huge, shining statue of a man. It was a 

frightening sight. 
32
 The head of the statue was made of fine gold. 

Its chest and arms were silver, its belly and thighs were bronze, 
33
 

its legs were iron, and its feet were a combination of iron and 

baked clay. 
34
 As you watched, a rock was cut from a mountain, 

but not by human hands. It struck the feet of iron and clay, 

smashing them to bits. 
35
 The whole statue was crushed into small 

pieces of iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold. Then the wind blew 

them away without a trace, like chaff on a threshing floor. But the 

rock that knocked the statue down became a great mountain that 

covered the whole earth.”  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS IS THAT ROCK  

Matthew 21:42–44 (NLT) Then Jesus asked them, “Didn’t you ever 

read this in the Scriptures? ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has now become the cornerstone. This is the LORD’s doing, and it is 

wonderful to see.’ 
43
 I tell you, the Kingdom of God will be taken 

away from you and given to a nation that will produce the proper 

fruit. 
44

 Anyone who stumbles over that stone will be broken to 

pieces, and it will crush anyone it falls on.”  

 
 

 



 

As a teenager, Daniel was taken from his home in Jerusalem to 

Babylon.  He became one of the king’s wise men.  When 

Nebuchadnezzar had a dream, Daniel was able (with God’s help) to 

explain the dream and its interpretation.  Daniel interpreted that, 

starting with Babylon, the people of Israel will be dominated by a 

succession of Gentile kingdoms until the supernatural Rock crushes 

all other kingdoms and establishes His Kingdom forever. 

 

Jesus applied this to Himself.  Although the majority of the leaders 

of Israel rejected His rule (“the builders”), He is nevertheless the 

cornerstone of God’s building.  Anyone to tries to refuse His rule 

will be crushed by the weight of His glory. 

 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Are you resisting the Rock or building 

on the Rock?  In what ways are you building your life on the Rock? 

 

Matthew 7:24–25 (NLT) “Anyone who listens to my teaching and 

follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock. 
25
 

Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the 

winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built 

on bedrock.”  

 
 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 



DAY 21—DECEMBER 21 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—FOURTH LIKE THE SON OF GOD 

Daniel 3:16–25 (NIV) Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to 

him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves 

before you in this matter. 
17
 If we are thrown into the blazing 

furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will 

deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 
18
 But even if he does not, we 

want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods 

or worship the image of gold you have set up.” …
23
 and these three 

men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 
24
 Then King 

Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his 

advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into 

the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 
25
 He said, “Look! 

I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, 

and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD 

Matthew 27:50–52a, 54 (NLT) Then Jesus shouted out again, and 

he released his spirit. 
51
 At that moment the curtain in the 

sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The 

earth shook, rocks split apart, 
52
 and tombs opened…

54
 The Roman 

officer and the other soldiers at the crucifixion were terrified by 

the earthquake and all that had happened. They said, “This man 

truly was the Son of God!”  

 
 

One of the great stories of God’s protection in the Bible is the 

story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego as they were thrown 

into the furnace. The guards threw in three, but a fourth person 

was with them in the flames.  From his polytheistic culture, 

Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed that the fourth person in the fire looked 

like “a son of the gods.”  He was in fact THE Son of God! 

 



 

 
 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Jesus is with us when we walk 

through fire.  What is a time when you can remember the Lord 

being with you during a serious trial? 

 

Isaiah 43:2 (NLT) When you go through deep waters, I will be with 

you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. 

When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be 

burned up; the flames will not consume you.  
 

 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego in the fire 



DAY 22—DECEMBER 22 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—SIGN OF JONAH 

Jonah 1:15–2:2 (NLT) Then the sailors picked Jonah up and threw 

him into the raging sea, and the storm stopped at once! 
16
 The 

sailors were awestruck by the LORD’s great power, and they offered 

him a sacrifice and vowed to serve him. 
17
 Now the LORD had 

arranged for a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was inside 

the fish for three days and three nights. 
1
 Then Jonah prayed to the 

LORD his God from inside the fish. 
2
 He said, “I cried out to the 

LORD in my great trouble, and he answered me. I called to you 

from the land of the dead, and LORD, you heard me!”  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS FULFILLS THE SIGN OF JONAH 

Matthew 12:38–40 (NLT) One day some teachers of religious law 

and Pharisees came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, we want you to 

show us a miraculous sign to prove your authority.” 
39
 But Jesus 

replied, “Only an evil, adulterous generation would demand a 

miraculous sign; but the only sign I will give them is the sign of the 

prophet Jonah. 
40

 For as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for 

three days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the heart 

of the earth for three days and three nights.”  

 
 

The story of Jonah is one of the most amazing stories in Scripture.  

Jonah was swallowed by a great fish (sea creature or maybe whale).  

On the third day he was spit up on the shore.  Although many 

dispute this story’s credibility Jesus hung the veracity  

of His ministry on the story of Jonah.  Jesus knew it was a true 

story.  I believe Jonah was dead inside the whale and God 

resurrected him on the third day just like Jesus was dead in the 

tomb and God resurrected Him on the third day.  Although the 

story of Jonah is amazing, it is not nearly as amazing as the 

resurrection of our Messiah! 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  We often limit what God can do, but 

with God all things are possible.  What would you ask God to do 

for you right now if you truly believed the story of Jonah? 

 

Acts 26:8 (NLT) Why does it seem incredible to any of you that 

God can raise the dead?  
 
 
Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Could a sperm whale be Jonah’s great fish? 



DAY 23—DECEMBER 23 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT—PROOF OF MESSIAH IS HEALING 

Isaiah 35:4–6 (NLT) Say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, 

and do not fear, for your God is coming to destroy your enemies. 

He is coming to save you.” 
5
 And when he comes, he will open the 

eyes of the blind and unplug the ears of the deaf. 
6
 The lame will 

leap like a deer, and those who cannot speak will sing for joy! 

Springs will gush forth in the wilderness, and streams will water 

the wasteland.  

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS HEALS AND MORE 

Matthew 11:2–5 (NLT) John the Baptist, who was in prison, heard 

about all the things the Messiah was doing. So he sent his disciples 

to ask Jesus, 
3
 “Are you the Messiah we’ve been expecting, or 

should we keep looking for someone else?” 
4
 Jesus told them, “Go 

back to John and tell him what you have heard and seen—
5
 the 

blind see, the lame walk, those with leprosy are cured, the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised to life, and the Good News is being 

preached to the poor.”  

 
 

 
 Jesus is the prophesied Healer 



Doubts crept in as John the Baptist was thrown into prison.  

Although he had seen the Holy Spirit settle onto Jesus at His 

baptism, John’s job was to properly identify the Messiah, so he sent 

a delegation to ask Jesus directly.  Jesus answered by pointing out 

the miracles He was performing were those indicated in the Old 

Testament prophecies.  Jesus then goes on to say that John was the 

greatest of all the prophets (Matthew 11:11).  He didn’t scold him for 

his doubts but praised him for searching out the truth. 

 

Jesus did all that was prophesied about Him and more.  He healed 

lepers, the deaf and mute, the crippled, the blind, and even raised 

the dead.  These were signs (indicators) identifying Him as the 

promised Messiah.  He was authorized by God to preach the 

Gospel of the Kingdom and invite followers to trust Him. 

 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Do you ever doubt?  Do you realize 

that Jesus is not angry with you about this, but rather calls you to 

consider what He has done for you?  List some of your doubts 

below and then explain how the Lord has given you evidence of His 

deliverance and presence in your life. 

 

Mark 9:23–24 (NLT) “What do you mean, ‘If I can’?” Jesus asked. 

“Anything is possible if a person believes.” 
24
 The father instantly 

cried out, “I do believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!”  

 
 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 



DAY 24—DECEMBER 24 
Christmas Eve 

 

OLD TESTAMENT—MESSIAH’S VIRGIN BIRTH 

Isaiah 7:14 (NLT) All right then, the Lord himself will give you the 

sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a 

son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).  

 

NEW TESTAMENT—JESUS’ VIRGIN BIRTH 

Matthew 1:18–25 (NLT) This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. 

His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before 

the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became 

pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
19
 Joseph, to whom 

she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to 

disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement 

quietly. 
20
 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be 

afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
21
 And she will have a son, and you 

are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
22
 All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his 

prophet: 
23
 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give 

birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God 

is with us.’ ” 
24
 When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the 

Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife. 
25
 But he did not have 

sexual relations with her until her son was born. And Joseph named 

him Jesus.  

 

The ancient Jewish sages realized and expected the Messiah to be 

born of a virgin.  Although today many rabbis refute this, Isaiah 

7:14 was interpreted to mean that Messiah would be born through 

miraculous circumstances as the prophets declared, “I am the LORD, 

the God of all the peoples of the world. Is anything too hard for 

me?” (Jeremiah 32:27).  When the angel Gabriel told Mary she 

would become pregnant, Mary asked, “But how can this happen? I 

am a virgin.” The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 

you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the 



baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God" 

(Luke 1:34-35). 

 

There is one stanza in the popular Christmas song Mary Did You 

Know that is especially meaningful to me: 

 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man? 
Mary did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 
When you kiss your little baby, you kiss the face of God 

 
 

 
 

 

Kissing the face of God 



God took flesh upon Himself and became Immanuel…God with us!  

The Apostle Paul explains, “Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; 

he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human 

being” (Philippians 2:7). God became flesh and pitched His tent 

among us as the Apostle John declares, “So the Word became 

human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love 

and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the 

Father’s one and only Son” (John 1:14).   

 

Can you imagine how Mary must have felt when the reality of the 

promised Messiah through the seed of a woman was finally 

fulfilled?  We don’t have to guess how Mary felt.  She exclaimed, 

“Oh, how my soul praises the Lord.  How my spirit rejoices in God 

my Savior!  For he took notice of his lowly servant girl, and from 

now on all generations will call me blessed” (Luke 1:46–48). 

 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Can you describe the awe that Mary 

must have experienced as her long-awaited Messiah was actually 

born?  How would you describe the joy in your heart because of 

the coming of Messiah into your life? 

 
 

Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



DAY 25—DECEMBER 25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

OLD TESTAMENT—MESSIAH IS GOD 

Isaiah 9:2–7 (NLT) The people who walk in darkness will see a 

great light. For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light 

will shine. 
3
 You will enlarge the nation of Israel, and its people will 

rejoice. They will rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest 

and like warriors dividing the plunder. 
4
 For you will break the 

yoke of their slavery and lift the heavy burden from their 

shoulders. You will break the oppressor’s rod, just as you did when 

you destroyed the army of Midian. 
5
 The boots of the warrior and 

the uniforms bloodstained by war will all be burned. They will be 

fuel for the fire. 
6
 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. 

The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 
7
 His government and its peace will never end. He will rule 

with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for 

all eternity. The passionate commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s 

Armies will make this happen!  

 

NEW TESTAMENT—THE CHRISTMAS STORY 

Luke 2:1–20 (NLT) At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, 

decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman 

Empire. 
2
 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.) 
3
 All returned to their own ancestral towns to 

register for this census. 
4
 And because Joseph was a descendant of 

King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient 

home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 
5
 

He took with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now 

expecting a child. 
6
 And while they were there, the time came for 

her baby to be born. 
7
 She gave birth to her firstborn son. She 

wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no lodging available for them. 
8
 That night there 

were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of 

sheep. 
9
 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and 

the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were 



terrified, 
10
 but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. 

“I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 
11
 The 

Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 

Bethlehem, the city of David! 
12
 And you will recognize him by this 

sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in 

a manger.” 
13
 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of 

others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, 
14
 “Glory 

to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom 

God is pleased.” 
15
 When the angels had returned to heaven, the 

shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this 

thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
16
 They 

hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was 

the baby, lying in the manger. 
17
 After seeing him, the shepherds 

told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to 

them about this child. 
18
 All who heard the shepherds’ story were 

astonished, 
19
 but Mary kept all these things in her heart and 

thought about them often. 
20
 The shepherds went back to their 

flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. 

It was just as the angel had told them.  

 

 

 

Messiah is born! 



Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem thinking they were obeying 

Caesar’s decree when in fact it was the place the Lord said Messiah 

would be born through Micah the prophet more than 700 years 

prior (Micah 5:2).  All that the prophets had predicted; all of the 

images God had provided through more than 4,000 years were 

fulfilled on that night when God became flesh…as the Apostle Paul 

declared, “For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Christ 

with a resounding ‘Yes!’ And through Christ, our ‘Amen’ (which 

means ‘Yes’) ascends to God for his glory” (2 Corinthians 1:20).  

 

In Bethlehem (which means “House of Bread”) the Bread of Life 

was born to us. The long-awaited Messiah was here, God with us 

(Immanuel).  The Branch from David’s root was born in David’s 

city.  Yeshua (Jesus) which means “Yahweh Saves” arrived to save 

us.  The advent of the Good Shepherd was first announced to the 

shepherds on Bethlehem’s hills.  Placed in a manger, the One who 

would suffer for His brothers, our Kinsman Redeemer, our Passover 

Lamb was sleeping quietly with the lambs that night.   

 

The King of Kings and Lord of Lords, God in the flesh, the Son of 

God, the Blessed One, Abraham’s Seed, the Timeless One, 

intervened into time and space that first Christmas.  Our High 

Priest, the Rock who gives living water, the Shekinah Glory of God 

shined round about the angels as they announced the splendor of 

His coming!   

 

The angels captured the joy of our hearts as we meditate on the 

birth of our Messiah… 

 

“Glory to God in highest heaven, 

and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 

(Luke 2:14) 
 
 

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Write a psalm of praise to the Lord 

today in the space below.  How would you put into words what is 

in your heart as you think about the arrival of our promised Savior 

and Messiah? 



 Isaiah 9:6–7 (NLT) For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. 

The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 
7
 His government and its peace will never end. He will rule 

with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for 

all eternity. The passionate commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s 

Armies will make this happen!  
 
Record your answer here: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 



SO . . . DO YOU KNOW HIM? 
 
Do you know the Messiah?  You can know all about Him without 
actually ever having met Him.   
 
For many years I knew Jesus the way I knew Mickey Mantle.  I knew all 
about him, in fact, I was a big fan, but I didn’t know him personally.  
And more telling, Mickey Mantle did not know me.   Then one morning 
at breakfast a Christian businessman, Pete John, explained to me how I 
could have a personal relationship with God through faith in Jesus 
Christ.   
 
Pete shared 12 Scriptures with me that explained how I could know my 
Messiah.  I'm praying that you consider them carefully as you read each 
one.  Here they are: 
 
1) 1 John 5:11–13 (NIV84) And this is the testimony: God has given us 

eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; 
he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write 
these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so 
that you may know that you have eternal life. God wants you to 
KNOW you have eternal life!  Do you know whether or not you have 
a relationship with Peyton Manning?  Of course you do.  You either 
do or do not.  Then why wouldn't God want you to know whether 
or not you have a relationship with Him?   

 
2) John 1:12 (NKJV) But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 

right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name.  
Everyone is NOT God's child.  According to this passage you become 
God's child by faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
3) Romans 1:16 (NIV84) I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is 

the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for 
the Jew, then for the Gentile. The Gospel is the only power on earth 
that can completely change a human heart from the inside out. 

 
4) Acts 16:31 (NKJV) So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

you will be saved, you and your household.”  "Saved from what?" you 
might ask.  You will be saved from being separated from God 
because of your sin. 

 



5) Romans 3:20 (NIV84) Therefore no one will be declared righteous in 
his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of sin. You can't be good enough to be declared right with 
God.   

 
6) Romans 3:28 (NIV84) For we maintain that a man is justified by 

faith apart from observing the law.  God declares you "just" / 
"righteous" in His sight because of faith—apart from any good 
works on your part. 

 
7) Romans 4:5 (NLT) But people are counted as righteous, not because 

of their work, but because of their faith in God who forgives sinners. 
Many people are depending on their belief that God exists and then 
trying to keep the Ten Commandments to make them right with 
God.  This passage says that your "works" don't count! 

 
8) Romans 5:1 (NLT) Therefore, since we have been made right in 

God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus 
Christ our Lord has done for us. Most people don't think of 
themselves this way, but the Scriptures say that until you are saved 
you are an enemy of God.  After all you're guilty of treason against 
the God of heaven.  When you trust in Christ, He makes peace 
between God and you. 

 
9) Romans 10:9–10 (NIV84) That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus 

is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe 
and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are 
saved. There are two conditions here: (1) I must believe in my heart, 
and (2) confess Jesus as my Lord.  Have you done both? 

 
10) Romans 10:13 (NKJV) For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD 

shall be saved.”  It is very simple: If you will call on God's name (and 
His name represents all who He is) you will be saved. 

 
11) Ephesians 2:8–9 (NIV84) For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
not by works, so that no one can boast. Paul said that he would 
boast in nothing but Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  Understanding 
God's grace gift of eternal life is very humbling when you realize it is 
not because of what you have done, but because of what Jesus has 
done for you. 



12) Revelation 3:20 (NKJV) “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him 
and dine with him, and he with Me.”  Although this isn't really a 
salvation verse it makes the point that Jesus desires communion with 
us.  He wants to be with you always. 

 
So after reading what God says in the Bible in these 12 verses, are you 
willing to simply surrender your life to Jesus Christ? If so, God 
immediately gives you a new start… 2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 
 
One more image to consider:  Romans 6:23 (NIV) For the wages of sin 
is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

 
 
 
Check which box describes you: 

□ I have already placed my faith in Jesus and surrendered my life 
to Him 

□ I'm not ready to surrender to Jesus just yet 
□ I am ready right now to place my trust in Jesus Christ as my 

Lord and Savior…my Messiah 
 
You may wish to pray this prayer inviting Jesus to come into your life: 
 

Dear God, I know I am a sinner. My sin has separated me from you. I 
believe Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead to provide eternal 
life. I ask you to forgive my sins. Come into my life and take control to 
make me the person you want me to be. In Jesus name. Amen. 
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